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. at the out-stations

Madras Governmentv,_”fu&lmicial Department,

» the month of May 1860. = 5
LASLISES &

PURVIS, Esq., Magistrate of the Godévari District,

1 the following letter from A.
Government, Fort Saint George, dated v

] 5 T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to
,, /" 30th April 1860, No. '190. | &

/1 have the honor to report for the information of Government an unfortunate qccurre;\ce
e y - , . which took place near Dowlaishwarum on the 24th ultimo,
® Puntala Musaladu, @ toddy draweg: resulting in the death of a Native* at the hands of a Mr. =

" Charles Duffin, a European and an Officerin the Telegraph
Office at Dowlaishwamm.' ,

2, On receiving @ Telegraphic message from the Judge at Rajahmundry, to whom the
eircumstances of the case had been immediately reported in person by Mr. Duffin, I deputed my
titute a full enquiry into all the attendant circumstances. I was myself |

Head Assistant to ins
ccount of the Uncovenanted Service Examination.

g, It appears that Mr. Duffin accompanied by a Mr. Wayne, also attached to the Telegraph
PDepartment, and some gervants, proceeded from Dowlaishwarum for a day’s shooting in the
neighbouthood. During the day they rested in a tope near the village of Razole and drank

toddy supplied by the deceased Musaladu.

4, When Mr. Dufﬁn and his party were about to leave the place, an altercation ensued
regarding the payment for the toddy- Mr. Duffin offered all that he had with him. The sum
was refused by the deceased, who also would not listen to the alternative that he should come
all he claimed.

¢ more violent, using threatening language, and approached Mr. Duflin
witha knife, such a one as is used by toddy drawers, in hishand, Mr. Duflin pushed him off, bug
not, it would appears in ‘a violent manner or 50 as to hurt the man. The latter became still more
ted and Mr. Dulffin, seeing another man coming up with a stick, ran off. He was followed

. Tufin afrer rnpning 8 little  distance fired _one barrel of a revolving
over the heads of his pursuers. This had not however the effect h‘z
continued running after him, and when he was on the

5. The man becam

excl
by Bo‘k of +tha men.
rifle which he had with Lim,

hoped for, the oneé armed with the knife
oint of overtaking him, Mr. Duffin seeing, he states, nO other means of escape, fired e

parrel of the rifle, inflicting @ wound on the toddy drawer, which was almost immediately fatal.

g. It willbe observed from the decision recorded by the Head Assistant Magistrate, COPY
of which is tra.nsmitted, that he considers the act of Mr. Duffin to have been justifiable under
and in this view I, upon the whole, concur. I do not think a jury would -
hink it right to transiit herewith translations of all the
which has, I am sorry to say, been

the circumstances;
come to any other conclusion, but L.t
depositions taken in the Native language, the preparation of
attended with 200 delay, and cOPICS of the depositions taken in English, in case Government
should think it desirable that the opinion of their Law Officers should be taken in the case.

attached to the Telegraph Department
be placed undér some more efficient control than they are
as the Government are aware, many of them almost boys, and certainly

olly unrestrained as is now the case. Mr. Duflin Limself has been for :

[ believe, the Senior Officer at Dowlaishwarum.

my daty to urge that the young men

. 1 think it
should if possible,

at present. They are
ghould not be left so wh
gometime,

very desirable that Mr. Duflin should be removed from the scene

" 8. Italso appears to me
he has taken so prominent 2 part.

of the unhappy event in which

g e St

DECISION.

are as follows :—Mr. Duffin accompanied by Mr. Wayne and his 3

24th March from Dowlaishwarum to shoot in the neighbonr- =

and Razofe. During the day they rested in a tope break-

The facts of this ease
servants proceeded on Saturday the
hood of the villages of Wamavaruill
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Jud; ial :Dep.artmenl,
v forthe month of May 1860. _, \;

& &

fasted and drapfls some toddy, brmiﬁ;‘ht to them by the deceased who had a toddy s
same tope. er resting for some time, they were about to leave the place when an
ensued .between‘r’v the deceased and the shooting Party as to the price to

This oceurred at about 4 o'clock in the afternoon. M, Duffin offe
half for the toddy saying that he had no mere money with him
warum he would give deceased what he asked. Dece
but insisted on receiving the money on the spot a
same time advancing towards Mr. Duffin with a knife
Mr. Duffiin to push him away, and take up one o
was unloaded. The deceased continued abusing Mr.

orrather asickle in his hand which caused
f his guns to intimidate the man,

ed gun, took up a loaded revolving rifle, and ran away
ing a knife, and the other man with the stick, after him. Mr. Duffin, after
fired a barrel of the revolver over the heads of

Mr. Duffin now took enabled the deceased to make

ed, and fired at him again, inflicting a wound which almost jm

Duffin then got on his horse and rode. home. The Persons present when these occurred were
the father mother and sister of the deceased and Mr. Duffin’s 3 servants and Mr
The evidence of the father; mother, ang sister of the deceased is utterly worthl;ss'
from the very numerous discrepancies which appear in it, but alsq |
Kight which it throws upon the subject, These 3 persons
was killed by a shot from a gentleman’s gun (not being
also that deceased had net g knife in hig hand when

mediately_ resulted in death, Mr.

not only
from the very indistinct
°an say decidedly that the deceased

able to identify the gentleman) and

tatements.

are so glaring that it is quite UNDECESSATY o recount the The improbabilities too,,

particularly in the statement of the second witness, are very great,

Mr. Duflin acknowledges that he“shot the dee
Lis witnesses support him on this point, Ty ey the awkward position :
which Mr. Duffin found himself was not brought his, and that E 5
towards the deceased was anything but overbeari 3 il

g or tyrannical, Other witnesses als
to Mr. Duffin’s general kindness towards Natives. i

and no ¢omplaints made by iv
Duffin are to be found among the records of the Police offices in t
- distinetly by Mr. Duffin’s witnesses that the deceased
he pursued Mr. Duffin, that Mr. Duffin fired the first time over
Mr. Duffin not stopped deceased with the second shot, the latter
his knile on the person of Mr. Duffin. The evidence o the point
knife in his hand or not is conflicting, and though this doubt may
score of the untrustworthy character of the ovidence of deceased’s relqs:
Mr. Duffin ran-away from deceased and that too. in the direction of his harse shows that M
Duffin had something more to dread than the deceaged’s fists, and that therefore ’the story of Mr.
Duffin's witnesses on this point is the correct one. To show that Mr. Duffin was !
lie shot deceased, it is stated by Mr, Wayne that the ground over which Mr. Dum
and heavy, bat the second witness states that the ground was dry ang hard, b
material point, because, whether Mr, Duffin was fatigued or not
avertook Mr. Daffn and was sufficiently close to use his

eased and gives self.
idence shows that
about by any act of

defence ag the cause and’

dr, ut this jg not a
+1t 1s clearly proveq that deceaged
knife on him and to make ¢ hecessary

h the statements.

for Mr. Duffin to stop him. The statement of the horse-k i : .
of the other witnesses, but this arises plainly from the stupidity and ignorance ¢
Duffin’s intention in firing at deceased was to prevent him injuring him and
should prove to be martal is & circumstance quite beyond Mr, Duffin’s control,

that the woungd
The evidence.

fatigued before. ‘

0 i ct 0
» shows most clearly that no illegal ac

- “'."‘~£r" T : L

for the month of May 186(1./ )/

PR vl - Bt

£ Mr. Duffin’s towards deceased caused

e is dimissed.
fore only committed justifiable homicide and the case (Signed) W. D. HORSLEY.
ore

the latter to attack
ded him he would
Duffin has there-

DOWLAISHWARUM, ‘

il 4¢h, 1860. ;
Apri (True Copy.) (Signed) A. PURVIS,

Mag:istrate.

ORDER THEREON, 14th May 1860, No

e s be referred for the opinion of

1 3 ] -

ot T. PYCROFT,
o Chief Secretary.

the Advocate General.

. |
Exd. F. Cartledge:
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