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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
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No. 27. Read the following letter from J. D. ROBINSON, Esq., Acting Magistrate of
North Arcot, to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint
George, dated Chittur, 2nd March 1860, No. 16.

T have the honor, with reference to Proceedings of the Madras Government dated 15th
ultimo, No. 180, to enclose for their information copies of Mr. Eliott’s letter and decisions con-
taining the information called for in paragraphs II and 11I of thé Order thereon. From these
Government will learn that the Head Serjeant who occasioned, and the four towns-people who
took most prominent part in the recent disturbance at Velar, have been convicted and severely
fined. With this lesson before their eyes, and the Inspector General’s recent order on the
subject of native processions, the towns-people and constabulary will, I trust, learn to keep their
proper places, and give no occasion to a recurrence of these disgraceful collisions.

From E. F. ELIOTT, Esq., Acting Joint Magistrate, North Arcot, to J. D. ROBINSON,
Esq., Acting Magistrate, North Arcot, dated Vellore, 29th February 1860, No. 88.

With reference to your letter, dated 23rd instant, No. 160, enclosing copy of the Proceed-
ings of the Madras Government, dated 15th instant, No. 180, and requesting me to furnish you
with the information called for in paragraphs IT and III of the Order thereon, I have the honor
" to enclose herewith copies of the decisions passed by me in both the cases referred to, which I
believe to contain the clearest and most concise representation of the facts as they are stated to
have occurred. :

The first intelligence of the disturbance reached me at Arcot on the afternoon of the 5th
instant, at 1 past 5 o’clock, and I lost no time in returning to Vellore, where I arrived at 11
o'clock the same night and found every thing perfectly tranquil. So much was I impressed with
the idea of the trifling nature of the disturbance that I did net deem it necessary to trouble the
Government with any communication on the subject, and it was not till your arrival three days
afterwards that I heard that it had been brought to the notice of Government by the Military
authorities, when you observed that you would write and report, thus rendering it unnecessary
for me to do so also.

———

ReciNa versus AranNact Narcken, Head Serjeant of Vellore Town Police.

CuaArRGE.—Adbuse of authority.

The defendant is charged with having at Vellore town in the Taluq of Vellore and Zillah
of Chittoor on the 6th of February 1860 at 10 a. m., while discharging the duties of a Head
Serjeant of Police in the said town, and by virtue of his Office, knowingly exceeded his powers,
and wilfully and illegally stopped a Hindoo religious procession, whilst proceeding through the
streets of the said town, by forcibly arresting the tom-tom beaters thereof and removing them
to the police station house, the same being in wilful and direct contradiction to the orders of
his superior Officer and to the detriment of the public peace.

The prisoner pleads not guilty, but admits having stopped the procession and states it was
according to the orders of Mr. Burden his Inspector—he makes no defence.

The Inspector of Police Mr. Burden proves the existenée of an order to the effect that no
processions are to be interfered with, and cites 2nd and 3rd witnesses, both Serjeants of Police,
to prove that this order was distinctly explained to all Serjeants of the Town Police about one
week before—which they do. The Ist and 4th witnesses depose to the stoppage of the proces-
sion by the prisoner and the arrest by him of the fom-tom beaters thereof.

For the foregoing reasons the prisoner is found guilty of the charge, and sentenced to pay
a fine of 40 Rupees, in default two months’ imprisonment without labor under Section 44, Act
X XIV of 1859.

(Signed) E. F. ELIOTT,

VELLORE,' per : !
14th February 1860, , cting Joint Magistrate.
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ReciNa versus 1. Govinpoo MOODELIAR, 2, SESHACHELLUM MoopELIAR, 3. VEERASAWMY,
4. SuEsHA Pirray.

CHARGE.

The 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th defendants are charged with having together with several others
unknown, on the 6th day of February 1860, at 1 past 10 a. ., unlawfully and riotously assembled
and gathered together before the Police station house in the main street of the town of Vellore
n the Talugq of Vellore and Zillah of Chittoor to disturb the peace, and being so assembled and
gathered together did then and there unlawfully and riotously make a great noise and disturbance,
and did then and there remain and continue making such noise and disturbance for the space of
six hours and more, to the great disturbance and terror of the inhabitants there being and residing
and with having refused to disperse themselves and peaceably to depart to their habitations though
required and directed to do so by the Police and local Military authorities. i

The 1st defendant is further charged with having on the same date aforesaid and in the
same place unlawfully directed the 2nd defendant to order the shops in the bazaarto be closed,
thereby endangering the peace. '

The 2nd defendant is further charged with having on the same date aforesaid and in the
said town of Vellore, and while then and_there unlawfully assembled as aforesaid, knowingly and
unlawfully and by virtue of his caste influence, required and commanded the shop-keepers to
close their shops, thereby endangering the peace.

This disturbance appears to have arisen from the illegal stoppage of the procession of an
idol through the streets of the town by a Head ‘Serjeant of Police, who arrested the tom-tom
beaters and took them to the station house, where the idol also was taken and deposited on
the ground in front of the building ; the Police in the station house perceiving the illegalitj o
the proceedings of the Head Serjeant and in the absence of their own Inspector as also of the

Magistrate, endeavored topoint out to the 4th defendant, the trustee of vhe: pageda tv wihicli =

the ido) belonged and the manager of the processsion, that a crowd was collecting and momen-
tarily increasing in consequence of the idol having been so deposited, and desired and requested
him to remove it, stating that any grievance he had to complain of would be enquired into
and adjusted hereafter, but without effect at first; the 4th defendant insisted in walking into the
station house and using threatening language to the Head Serjeant Aranagiand abusive lan-
guagein regard to the Police, in consequence of which the Police writer Rungaswmy and Head
Serjeant Narrayanasawmy (witnesses Nos. 4 and 6) were compelled to put the Head Serjeant
Aranagi out of the way and conceal him in a side room ; finally, aftera great deal of talking they
managed to prevail on the 4th defendant to consent to the removal of the idol, but before this
was effected the 1st and 2nd defendants came into the station house and forbad the removal
of the idol, and retired outside to hold a consultation, while consulting they were also
requested by the Police—the witnesses before mentioned—to use their influence to dispexse the
crowd and cause the removal of the idol, but without effect; the 1st defendant then is stated to
have given directions to 2nd defendant to shat the shops, and 2nd defendant is stated to have
gone himself to the Commissariat bazaar and according to the evidence of 7th witness, to have
given that order, and to have returned and proclaimed he had done so; by that time the Officers
had come to the station house, and the evidence of Lieutenant Laughton and Captain Batten
proves that by this time a considerable crowd had collected, and that the 3rd defendant distin-
suished himself above the rest, addressing himself in Hindoostanee even to these gentlemen,
Zeclaring that he would sooner cut his throat than allow the idol to be removed—this he did not
do once but repeatedly; it was then that Captain Batten sent for the 1st and 2nd defendants
who were stated to him to be on the spot and holding a Panchayet close by, and to be the influ-
ential men of the town, to endeavour, by their aid and influence, to disperse the crowd a:nd remove
the idol; these parties appeared and as Captain Batten states, exe_rted themselves to disperse the
crowd but positively refused to remove the idol, and the 1st defendant even went so far as tohus.e
abusive language to the Police; eventually a portion of the crowd was dispersed through t :)lr
exertions and Captain Batten returned to his quarters where he was aftefwards called upon by
the 1st and 2nd defendants and others, who ventured to enter on stlpulan'ons, as they stated, ?t
the request of the people, which Captain Batten refused to listen to,and reprimanded them severely
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for doing ; they then asked for a Military guard which was given them, and eventually at about
50'clock the idol was removed and the crowd gradually dispersed ; the shops were also agaxn opened
but not till Captain Batten had ridden through the town and. re-assured confjldence by his presence ;
the principal evidence against the Ist and 2nd defe_ndanfs is that ?f Captain Batte-n, and his allu-
sion to their having been engaged at the time of his arrival hold'mg a Panclfayet is corro})o.rated
by the evidence of the station writer Rungasawmy :.md Head Serje.ant I'Qarramsawmy, thexr‘ influ-
ence with the people is sufficiently borne out by this fact, and their bfemg made the means of the
stipulations the people required being preferred tl_lrough them. Wlth regard to the 2n.d count
1 do not consider it sufficiently established, and believe, from the evidence adduced on t?us point,
s more through the fear occasioned by thfa crowd than other causes, wh'xch made
the bazar men shut their shops. The evidence of Lieutenant Laughton and Captain Batten
both, clearly brings home the charge to the. 3rd defendant ; the 4<th' defendant has the
manager of the procession, had it quite in his power to remove. the idol whelr;1 e1 wzs
required by the Police to do so, which it is clearly proved that they did ; ’E}.xe excuse he I;] lea s
for not doing it ¢ that one man could nok do it—it was the W.Olk of 10 men” is utterly worthless
he could and should have removed it at once, and the evidence of the 4th and 6th witnesses
proves that he at first agreed to do so, which implied his power to do so.

The 1st defendant called witnesses to prove he was in his house. till 1 p. M. and_ that he
did order the idol to be removed; they were examined, but their evidence was of no1 use as
regards Ist point, as the part which 1st defendant played in the crowd occurred after . P.t}hla.;
and as regards the 2nd, one witness declares he addressed th.e crowd generally and arxot er ;1
he might have addressed the 4th defendant, whereas the evidence f.or the prosecut'lon clea.r y
shows that he positively refused to allow the idol being removed, and is the more credible versien

of the two.

For the foregoing reasons the charge having been established against' these defendants, the'
1st and 2nd defendants are sentenced to pay a fine of 30 Rupees each in defaulli one months
imprisonment without labor, the Srd defendant 20 Rupees in default one.months’ m?pnsonment
without labor, the 4th defendant 40 Rupees in default one months’ imprisonment without labor

under Section 2, Regulation I1I of 1831.

that it wa

(Signed) E. F. ELIOTT,

Acting Joint Magistrate.
(True Copies.)
(Signed) J. D. ROBINSON,

VELLORE, Acting Magistrate.

14th February 1860.

Né. 28. ORDER THEREON, 16th March 1860, No. 323.

Mr. Robinson’s attention will be called to paragraph 4 of the Order of the 24th ultimo, in
which the Government resolved that the rules of the 12th Septen_nber 1859 are to be closely
observed, and that the spelling of the names of particular places, which have become stereotyped
by long usage in a conventional form, is not to be altered.

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
: ' Chief Secretary.

Exd, S. T. Augustin,
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