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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Depariment,
Jor the month of March 1860. :

No. 33, Read the following letter from V. H. LEVINGE, Esq., Commissioner of North
Canara, to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George,
dated Honore, 13th February 18605 No. 13.
I have the honor to forward, for the ordersof his Excellency the Governor of Fort Saint
George, the particulars of case No. 11, 1859, ou the file of the Commissioner of North Canara,
appointed under the provisions of Act X1V of 1857,

No, 11 or 1859,
Prosecutor, Prisoner.
Her Majesty’s Government, - Bandari Gépala.
WirNEssES.
¥ Mahél-kumi, 5. Ragnét Patil,
12. Gaumkar R4m4, 6. Puttu,
3." Pondguea, 7. Kristna..
4, Aumilik,
: MuRrDER. AND REBELLION.

hat t‘he‘prisoner and others of Sidi Bastian’s bund, dfd on the night of the 25th
za.x;qh Village, Supa Mogany, Taliiq Supa, seize one Laskea and drag him
o ¢ Mandirli, and there murder him with a sword.
R . . o +
o L “.‘fh? prisoner was with the bund in arms against "the Government from
ary 1858 to 5th July 1859. - '
~ KEMARKs.

es having killed Laskea, admits having been in the bund, but pleads that 7

y by them and kept witl the. by force and against his will,
 witness deposed that she s the mother of Laskea and that she heayd that he had
been murdered by the gang, and that the bones before the Kachary are said to be those of he
son, found in the jungle where he was said to have been ﬁn‘dered, that she has never seen her
~son since the night he was carried off by the bund when they attacked the Village in which h:
was residing. il

2nd witness, that he was a member of the bund, and knows that prisoner was in it and a it _
“

with sword and gun, in 1859 there was a fight between the Government servants and the bund i

Harnode jungle ; in that fight Chintoba was killed, after which witness ran away from the bun:in
saw prisoner kill Laskea with a sword, does not remember day or date ; about.lO 1n.0nths befor’
the Ist December 1859, the gang consisting of 25 persons went to Laskea's house one nj h‘:;
and surrounded it. Laskea was dragged out, bound and taken away, then Rawba asked whir

is Bandari Ramji, he said at Chowli Village’; the bund then divided, some went to Chowli tbe
rest remained in the jungle guarding Laskea ; about 4 in the morning they brought R;mjie

The bund took Laskea and Ramji to a jungle called M4ndtrli, In revenge for Laskea and

Ramji having received a reward from Government for having seized Bicco, one of the bund
» . . - . . ? .
and given information which led to his being hung, they were killed, s

The 8rd witness was present at the time, and others of the bund ; the bund then departed
leaving the dead bodies in the jungle, it was near day-light when the murder was committed anc;
witness saw the bloody sword. i

The Srd witness was a member of the gang, and deposed to the same effect as the 2n‘d
witnegs ; but contradicted his statements made before the Head of Police.

4th witness deposed that he had been in the bund, having been taken prisoner by them

that he had escaped and run to the Head of Police of Stpé Taliq, and that he ‘w“?,),q i :

formed the Head of Police that when with the bund, he heard them talking :‘.'nor’n thu»,] .

that they had killed Laskea and Ramji in Mandrli Jungle and left their bod?es .therea th::l:: :’;3
2
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
for the month of March 1860.

not see the murder—it was committed before he was taken prisoner, and the bund threatened him.
with the same fate if he gave any information or attempted to escape.

5th witness deposed that 4th’ witness came before the Head of Polica and deposed as
above, whereupon the Head of Police ordered him (5th witness) to go to the jungle and search' .
for any bodies lying there, this was in the month of June last ; when searching in Mandoli jungle,

- Court are those he found.

he found two skulls and some bones at 2 place called Dandé in the jungle. 'Thebones before the !

+
§ i —— T
6th witness knows the prisoner ; about 10 months ago, the bund came to his Village at night
Witness was at a sugar-cane press, heard Laskea calling out as he was being dragged uwaj"

thz bund, did not see who was in the bund, nor who dragged Laskea away..

7th witness deposed as above.
The above is the evidence.

The depositions of the 1st and 2nd witnesses were taken before the late Cominissioner
Mzr. Pochin, :

The bones produced before the Court were two human skulls, it is proved they were
found in the jungle in which the 2nd ard 8rd witnesses swear they saw. the mmﬁw’s%ow ki
mitted, and the place where they were discovered answers to the description ofgthe','.méﬁ:? iver
by the 2ud and 3rd witnesses, buat the 2ud and 3ed witnesses were not: made to she:
where the murders were committed. I did not call on the 9rd witness to pointon :
from his demeanor I have no confidence in his testimony ; at the time the bonz
was not known who had murdered the deceased not was it known exactly whes . '{;:i bheen
murdered ; when the b&nes were discovered, the 2nd and 3rd witnesses werin rhe,,bmxﬁ{}e:mqﬁ?f
only after they had given themselves up and on their being interrogated as to the. proceedings of
the bund that they told thie story of their Hayviog scon slo—paurdore oottt e Cthn Fithe
evidence is very strong against the prisoner, but the 3rd witness is a very Bad ehafucter and
contradieted himself, and I am not induced to place much reliance on his evidence, he is now in
Jail for two years under the sentence passed on him in No. .7 of 1859, dated the2ud November.

Lieutenant Drever, the Superintendent of Police, gave the prisoner promise of his Tife if he
gave him information. Prisoner wa’with Lieutenant Drever for some time as a guide, and gave
much useful information about the bund and. their haunts, and shewed Lietitenant Drever about
the jungles, thus affording the Police Officer an opportunity of gaining a most useful knowledge

of a very difficult country.

- Under these circumstances and considering the slight doubt as to these remains being those
of the missing men, by the witnesses not having been made to point out the spot where they say
they saw the murders committed, and that one deposition s at variance with the statement made
by the same witness before the Head of Police, I recommend that a sentence of transportution for

life be passed against the prisoner.

Nor1ir CANARA, & . (Signed) V. H. LEVINGE,
CoumissionEr's COURT, } Rt

MoxorEe, Sih February 1860. Commissioner.
No. 34, | g ORDER THERTON, Srd March 1860,Y-No.: 269, o

The G vernment consider the prisoner, Bundari Gopala, to beguilty on the second count
for which hie was tried, and sentence him to transportation for life.

2. 'I'he Commissioner, it is to be remarked, should have stated clearly on what count he
convicted the accused,

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary,

Exd, F_g Caxdedgeq
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