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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department, .
Jor the month of February 1860.
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Read again letter from the Secretary to the' Church Mission Society, dated 15th December 1859,
No. 8 and recorded in Proceedings 21st December 1859, No. 1700.

No. 86. Read also the following letter from WILLIAM KNOX, Esq., Magistrate of Kishna

District; to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George,

dated 9th February 1860, No. 53.
-

1. In obedience to the Orders of Government, dated 2Ist December last, No. 1700, calling

for a report on the circumstances mentioned in a letter from the Reverend F. N. Alexander
Young on account of a festival at Ellir, Mr. Melville my Head Assis-

* *Dated 315t January 1860. tant was at the place at the time, and I will now quote his letter* in
extenso, hesays.—

“ 2." Iwould in the first place remark that this festival is not, as the Church Missionary
*¢ correspondent seems Lo suppose, a thanksgiving for exemption from cholera, but on the con-
“trary it is intended to appease the goddess and thus to avert cholera.

“ It is held from time to time in years in which that disease is prevalent and the ]as!.: cele-
“ bration of the festival took place three years ago. ~As far as I have been able tofind out, it differed
“ in no respect from that at present animadverted on. '

“3. I would further remark that this festival will be found to have been celebrated in all
* the towns and most of the principal villages in the District with much the same detall.s. d

f

. “ 4. This year the festival began on the third day after the Moharam, and my attention

“ was first called to it by a sort of dispute between the Mussalmén and Hindds. The latter be-

*“ ing in the habit of deluging with water the part of street in front of the small shrines of the
" goddess.” Thé Mussalmen objegted to this and the Hindds were directed to pour water mode-

“ rately in front of their own houses only.

“5.  The only other part of the festival seen by myself, was . the procession described by
“ Mr. Alexander, - I cannot say that I saw any thing in it to call for the strong language used by
‘¢ that Missionary, .
é of whom had the heads of buffaloes

* 6. - There was a large crowd of people, some 6 or
““ tied on their heads; there were also some baskets filled with what appeared to me to be the

* skins of sheep and also some baskets with their heads, the car described by Mr. Alexander,
“on which live animals were impaled I did not see, though I have since learnt that it was in
“ the procession at the time, but wasso low as to be concealed by the crowd. The people taking
“ part in the ceremony seemed excited, but not more so than at any other festival, and consider-

‘“ ing their numbers, were orderly. .

-¢ The number of sheep and cattle killed was large, but not nearly so great as Mr. A.lexander
“ makes them out to be. The number of buffaloes killed was according to the testimony f’f'
““ two of the principal directors of the festival, two in each street, in all four. The highest esti-
““ mate is 24, judging from what I saw I should put 12 as the probable number. The number

"Tor'sheep i3 unceitain, but between 4 and 5 hundred in all. As the Secretary to the Church

-

‘ Missionary Society observes this is (at least according to our notions)” a large and unne-
*“ cessary destruction of animal life, but if we held the same belief in the efficacy of the sacrifice
“ as the sacrificers, we should probably think that exemption of cholera was cheaply purchased
‘“ at the expense of some 4 or 5 hundred sheep and 11 or 12 buffaloes. The procession came
‘ through the large bazar along just the same road as the Pirld in the Moharam festival, end in
“ fact it is the only street in Eldr in which a procession could, or is allowed to take place with

¢ the exception of a short street running at right angles to it.

¢ If they left the high road and turned into any of the by-lanes they w
‘¢ property and there would be endless disturbances, ‘
¢ There are two parties of Hindés who celebrate the Ammavart festival, those of the East
““ and West streets, They both carry on the festival iindependently of each other till the last
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 day, when the joi
y both join in the i . T
oy, when they b : e procession. As th
, i ose of tl
it, they meet those of the West stre::: (Ixavixs't }sltre
ich is a continuatj
ion of the

‘ bazar) and as disput
putes frequently arise as to who should go first, th
st, the Tahsildar h
ar had stationed

“ some peons th
: ere to preserve t
« Hindd persuasion and off & h.e peace.  There way have b
uty, joined in the processi een other peons who bei
ssion, o being of the

¢ their relicion and not -
. b i but : s
y order of the Tahsildar, utif so, they did it in the exercise of

P
——mn .
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e .
t turn into the large

“ I forgot to i
=) mentio at i
¢ Mussalmen about pour'n that in September when the dis
ments carried ring the water, some peons w pute oceurred betw
rried out, and to keep the peace peons were stationed by my ord
: orde

een the Hindés and
T to see my arrange:

“ Auy body w
y who could be so w
¢ show that Government sanctione(;’rcln'lg headed as to suppose th
this procession, would equalllath the peons were stationed to
¥ have supposed
that the poli
police

“ men who w
ere placed i th
¢ show that ¢ streets during the i
Government approved of those (igemon (zhal.‘tlst processions at home, w
strations, » wWere meant to

“ But while G ‘
overnment does n L
 body Mussalmen or Hind¢ ot sanction these process;
¢ with the righ ndd the free exercise of thej processions, Government allows ¢
1e rights of other members of th eir religion so lon ) s to every
e community. g as it does not interfere

“Now as Elir is a Hindd
) ' i town the fact
- r;o body. Mine was the only European h e
200 yards of any of the other houses. e

e[;roce;s.sxon' passing through the bazir injured
t which it passed, it did not pass within th
e

(13 3 :
The road it took is the usual one not only for that
a

{3 1 ‘
sulmen or Hindd r |
it procession but forall processions, M

y dus-

¢ With regard to the i ‘
e impalement of li i

* Alexander’s letter, it-i 4 live animals, of whicl
ol s 1,t(1)tﬂlls -of courss- painful to think’ of My\ Itheard for the first time in Mr

. . . iy sc ‘
“ have for ‘dden t);xeir b:i:; ehgw(lll .d Hhad ! known of it preViouS];ftPQ;plqwshanm T o,

1 araded througl 0 the pr i 4

“ would h , P gh the town procession, I

ave been powerless to prevent their doing it at s, but :Lny orders I might h;ves.houlg

g ome other time 3 issued --

‘¢ As to the last paragra
e graph of Mr. Alexander’
“ sion is no e etter, T :
% sara, and t}l?eo:f H(}::;ntd ?,n Ffon the Collector’s *“ mandate,” tll:ave oln]y o aark that the pre
) ar ate” if passed would b » oan thoseof th Da.
o, : o a sir e Moh
amation issued by the Queen on assuming the 3&’§$ecommentary on the termzm:; ta}?d -
s T 1 N
busi 2. 1 would_on]y observe that Mr. Melville nent o this country.” o
usiness, the Police were used as Police to kee tha i
th?t t}’1e,-Head of Police at the time was a Ma,hI;
Hindis m.theu' proceedings particularly cons'grl
natural objection raised by the Mahomedans tl
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mud alluded to by Mr. Melville in paragraph 4.

ppears to m
e peace and nzt{:;nl:rave acted judiciously in this
g more, Iti
eerq"m and therefore very unl : s o be observed
1
hang thfe quarrel about the
ve their hounses ang shops

ikely to support the
water and the very
daubed all over with

3. I was not bef
ore aware that live ani
once ) ; nimals w
just.fhave lIl)ut a stop to this at Eliir and elsewhere hq(;r‘i ;Ver
ify such wanton cruelty. - °¢ 1t been

their orders. I would onl Y-suf%rs, bowever’.the matter is now bef,

Alexander was. If the exZitemi;ZSt that Missionaries be édvisei{’(;r-e Government, I shall wait

he admits this and a thoughtles raged so fiercely, he could have b o be more cautious than Mr.

drawn down on him the anDrrer ofs' t‘}”ord Sl[))oken at random by any o(t)mpedftohdo fittle good, indecd

. . . 8 1e mob, i i : e obt i

erioss in pite of the Police, » in which case the consequences x:' C{O\;d might have

ight have been most

imp: i
brf::;d as described, I should at
ght to notice, for nothing can

.
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