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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
18¢h December 1860.

e ——

No. 131. Read the following letter from C. F. CHAM'IER, Esq., Registrar of the Sudder
Court, to T.PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George,
dated 11th December 1860, No. 108,

1. Iamdirected by the Judges, with reference to the Proceedings of Government, dated the
14¢1 ultimo, to trangmit copy of a letter from the Civil Judge of Negapatam in which he expresses
his opinion, that it would not be expedient to dispense with any of the District Moonsiffs’
Courts in that Zillah; but that a saving might be effected by abolishing the Office of Moofiy
Sudder Ameen. ;

2. The Judges are of opinion, that as it will be necessary shortly to comsider the future
position of the Moofties generally in connection with the introduction of the Penal Code, by

“ which the Mahomedan Criminal Law will be wholly superseded, it would be inexpedient at

present to adopt the Civil Judge's suggestion,
From R.G. CLARKE, Esq., Civil Judge of Negapatam, to C. F. CHAMIER, Esq., Registrar
to the Sudder Court, FortSaint George, dated Tranquebar, 30th November 1860, No. 204.
1. 1havethe honorto acknowledge the receipt of your communication, forwarding Extract
froni the Proceedings of the Madras Government, under date 14th September 1860, No. 1,186,
and requesting me to submit my opinion on the subject therein referred to.

2. There are two peints on which the Government desire information :

1. Whether, in consequence of the sanctioned Establishment of a Moofty Sudder
Ameen's Court of Negapatam, one of the District Moonsiffs' Courts in that
Zillah, might not be dispensed with.

II. Whether, as the said Moofty’s Court will be located at Tranquebar, the Mooft
might not take the place of the District Moousiff of that station. 4

3. The annexed .Sta-tement will show'r at a glance, the arrears and average monthly file of
Suits, as well as the income and expenditure annually, of each of the 7 District Moonsifly'
Courts attached to the Negapatam Zillah, and it will be observed, that in every instance the
monthly file exceeds the number of Suits which the Moonsiffs are required to deéide under the
new Civik Procedure Act. The accumulated arrears of the Negapatam Court, which suggested
the Establishment of an additional Moonsiff at Nagore, are not yet worked off; and even with the
facilities now afforded for the speedy adjustment of causes, the Moonsiff will do well if Le keep
his file clear of culpable arrears.

4, So far from thinking it possible to dispense with any of the existing District Moonsifly’
Courts, I beg to beallowed to draw the attention of the Judges to the very heavy file of the Myaye-
ram Moonsiff, which exhibits arrears on the 10th November of 962 Suits, and an average mo;nhly
addition of 108 Suits, and which must inevitably soon make it necessary that the Moonsiff should
be relieved of a part of his file; and while the state of the other files shows a sufficieney of
work to occupy fully the time of the Moonsiffs, and instead of a cost there is an annual saving to
Government in each of the establishments, I beg to offer my opinion that it would be inexpe-
dient to dispense with the number of District Moonsifls’ Courts.

5. In regard to the 2nd question, I have the honor to state that the jurisdiction of the
Tranquebar Moonsiff extends over Tranquebar, Perallum, and 3 Magannams of the Nunnilam
Télug. His Suits are for the most part of an important and complicated character, involving
titles to land; the file is heavy and would require more time and attention than could be given to
the work by the Moofty, if his own proper duties are to be superadded to those of the Tranque-
bar Moonsiff, s - b

6. Indeed, if the existing state of the Law would permit of the abolition of the Sudder
Ameen's Court, that course might, 1 think, be adopted without incouvenicnce, and with a larger
saving’ to Government than would be rcalized by the abolition of a Moonsifl’s Court. The
average number of Suits on the file of tlie Moofty Sudder Ameen will perhaps never exceed 50

z per annum; the Criminal labors of this Officer might be easily borne by the Criminal Court, and
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No. 182, OrpER THEREON, 18th December 1860, No. 1,667,

To be recorded.

(Signed) T, PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.
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