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Proceedmg: of the Madras Gorvernment, Judicial Department,
- Jor the month of February 1860.

‘No. A1, MIN‘UTE by the Honorable W. A. MOREHEAD dated 3rd Febmary '1860. -

The Pretident in the 4th- paragraph of hu Minute, when remarking on the 34th and 161st
Sectlons of the Commissioners’ report has, I observe, misapprehended these Sections. The Com-
missioners nowhere propose the exclusion of any particular class or creed from the Bench of

* the High'Court or.of the Zillah Courts; all that they propose is, that any class and creed shall

be qualified according to a prescribed standard before they can occupy certain positions on the

" Bench of the Indian Courts. ‘Into no professwn, tbat I am aware of, can access bo obtained
except upon*similar terms. To have done otherwise, than has been suggested by the Commis-

sioners would, therefore, in my opinion, have been unwise, whilst to have done more, I agree
with the President in thinking, would undoubtedly havebeen impolitic and unjust.

- The 1mpm1tmn of an institution fee, or stamp, has unquestionably, been proved by expe-

* rience to act as a powerful barto vexatious litigation. Yhen the stamp duty was first litro=

duced, the number of suits on the files of the different Courts was decreased by thousands. "And
1 feel satisfiad that the abolition of the stamp rules would again overwhelm our Courts with

- work ard produce results injurious to the country at large. . -

The liberal pauper rules, which are in force, obviate all risk of any hardship, or mjustu:e

o being the consequence of the present stamp law, and preclude the possibility of its being iofer-

~ red that the decrease of suits I have referred to, was occasioned by the introduction of the law

in question. "In a financial point of view, the retention of the’ stmnp law, is important, as at
present the cost of the District Moonsiffs’ Courts of thu Prendency is mure tbun met by tho

. ltamp payments,

&

CItis but..Just to Mr. Stnnge, that I lhOlﬂd siate that, although he has not signed the rcporty
the Commqswnen fesl greatly indebted to him for the nlmble aid which he afforded them in-

its prepant]on. :
(Sig'ﬁed) W. A. MOREHEAD. B

- #*No, 48, % - Onnn. THIRION, Tth February 1860, No. 144 -
o To be recorded.
_ , (ngned) T. PYCB.OFT ,
. : ’ o Chuf Secrctary
B1d, T, Cu'tledge.\\ : ey
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