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Proceeding:‘qf the Madras Government, Jud_iqial Department,
29th September 1860.
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No. 199.  Read the following Proceedings of Government, in the Revenue Department, dated

24th September 1860, No. 1,696.

Commusnicaling for information, copy of a lsiter)
fromthe Seeretary tothe Government of India,

transmitling copy of *a Despatch from the >(Vide Procesdings, Revenue Department, dated

Secretary of Stute, declining to sanction any
relazation of the rule prohibiting Officers in R4h Soptember 1860_' Nos. 4'27 pd 428.)
the Public Service from holding lands for ’

agriculisral purposes in India.

No. 200, ORDER THERXON, £9th September 1860, No. 1,258, .
To be recorded.
(Sismd) T. PYCROFT,
. Chicf Seoretary. »

E3xd S, T. Augustine.

(&



| Bxvxuz Duraxtuxwr.
PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVYERNMENT

Read the following letter from W. GREY, Esq., Secretary to t .
J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to the < vern?neen(t}ogﬁ‘f:tntszii Todia. ©0
duted Fort William, 31st August 1860, No. 1,810 :— t Greorge,

Sig, .
1. In continuation of my letterPNo. 1,136, dated 28th M i '.
the information and guidance of the Government of Fort Saint G“gt;r};e“ﬁ]g";:cc;ed bo taamit for
a De:spatch No. 36 of 1860, dated the 24th ultimo, from the Secretary of ST.pt:n’dxngﬁc‘?p’ of
sanction any relaxation of the rule which prohibits Officers in the Pablic Servi 1 . A
land for Agricultural purposes in India. ice from holding
2. I am to draw attention to the modification of the existi ioh .
favor of Grantees generally, expressed in the concluding part of &ge Ir)ll:;ugllxl.IOh i# allowed in

From the Right Honorable Sir C. WOOD, Bart., Secretary of State for Iudi i
the Right Honorable the Governor General of {ud'u In Cgajml;cll,laﬁ,i:‘:ogll‘ngi:“ga];y
4

London, 24th July 1860, No. 36.

My Lozp,

1. In your letter of the 2ad April last, (No. 6), you hav . ]
orders of Her Majesty’s Government + the geuenl) qyuestione :}fﬁggil{:;ﬂmtconudora,;mn aad
« lands in India.” . et servants holding
2. In the opinion of the Governor General, in whi
Government ooncur, it would be quite safficient to rule,ci.lg;!::d: Lgﬂlit}:{- °m%'é’ of your
“ they might acquire and I_\Old lands anywhere, unless, as in the case of Govy cors, that
“ r.eslde.nce.be mde a condition of ownership ; but that they should not be em len;:??m grants,
 gituation in wl'nch their influencs could, on any reasonable supposition b,p l‘)’! lhnany Civil
'.“:ll:‘dtulcj)'én thﬂl?)t‘l;‘n ]ée_rlgnsllxin_tomt{i ;l land holders. His Exccllenc;’ is fu:alua% (:f zopiﬁie::
cers o i i
o Preaidency.” e iy vice might be permitted .to hold lands anywhero out of their
3. Tam very desirous that all due encouragement shonl i

Europeans as landed pro?rie_to.ra in India, but, uufegards Ofﬁccrc: ?na t}ﬂ'l?’l:d:?ictgear:?;gam?t of
_le or .hillltll'y,.l am of opinion that it is inexpedient that they should be permnitted » whether
in pursuits by which their timo and attention would be diverted from their proper duti to engage
their entire energies should he devoted. I am, therefore, unable to sanction the r:? o whioh
the rules recommended by your Government ; and I desire that it may be clearl lxdanou of
that no Officer, so long as he remains in the actual servioe of the Goverament, can yb underatood
1o acquire and hold lands for agricultural purposes in any part of Inda. I ehink ite p:rmntted
desirable to take this opportunity of withdrawing the prohibitionin the Despatch of the got‘l:oh;er.
1838, against the grant of land to any European, unless he shail undertake to reside on i %A
cultivate it himself within a specified period, and that it will be sufficient if in all amxt, pile
Governor in Council or the Lisutenant Governor should be satisfied, previously to maki tll:e

icant has the means and intention of bringing into cuitivation the l;n::l :;%1:35

grant, that the appl
for, without insisting on the condition of actual residence.

(True Copy.)
(Signed) W. GREY,

Secretary to the Governmeni of Indie.

OnDEn TERREON, 24th September 1860, No. 1,696
Or Jered that this letter and the previous one of the £8th M . -
their enclosures be communicated to the Board of Revenae, Mi?iymlr.;ti)?p‘:rgeanst’ ﬁtﬁ:ﬁ

of Revenue Settlement. ,
{True Extract.)

Secretary to Governmond, > i

To the Board of Revenue.
,, Director of Revenue Settlement.

’ gl:lltf‘g Department.

jef Engineer. . L
:: Judicial Department. \.-ﬂ/f/z Bar” /ﬁu“{
Public Department. ’
Conservator of Furests.

”
"

Exd. T. O'Connor.
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REveNUE DEPaRTMENT.
PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

Read the following letter from Lord H. ULICK BROWNE, Under Secretary to the Govern-
ment of India, to J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Fort
Saint George, dated Fort William, 28:h May 1860, No. 1,136:— ‘

With reference to entries Nos. 99 and 100, in the Abstract of Proceedings of the Madras
Governmeut in the Revenue Department, for the month of March last, I am directed to transmit
for information the accompanying copy of a Despatch No. 6, dated the 2nd ultimo, addressed to
the Secretary of State, submitting for the consideration and orders of Her Majesty'a Govern.
ment the general question of Government servants holding lands in India. '

HOME DEPARTMENT.
REVENTE,
No. 6 of 1860, April the 2nd.
To the Right Honorable Sir CHARLES WOOD, Bart, c. ¢. B., Secretary of State for India.

I. Lieutenant A. Ellis, of the 3lst L. I, having recently applied to the Governor General,
through His Excellency’s Military Secretary, to know whether & Military Officer in the active
branch of the profession might hold land in Kumaon and Gurhwal for purposes of ‘l'ea cultivation,
the question was referred to the Home Department at the Presidency for disposal.

@, A note (copy of which ia berewith sent) was prepared in this Dapartment, showing
exactly how the past orders of the Home Aut_horitie- bore upon the question of the bolding of
land by Government servauts ; and having carefully considered the subject in connection with
these orders, we informed the Governor General that we saw no objection to land being held by
Military Oflicers, if, on Military considerations, the measure was not deemed objectionable by
the Commander-in-Chief of the Army. And, adverting to what seemed to be the present
state of the casc as regards Officers holding Civil employment, we further expreased our opinion
that there was no valid ground of objection to such Officers holdiug land, provided it were not
situated within their own Presidency, or within the Presidency in which they might be holding

Civil Office.
3. The Governor General, after communicating with the Commander-in-Chief, has caused

Lieutenant Ellis’ enquiry to be answered in the affirmative ; and with regard to our proposal to

relax tie prohibition against the bolding of land by Officers in Civil employ, His Excellency
has communicated to us the following observations. ,

4. 1lis Excellency observes that Lord Stanley's Despatch No. 1, dated 1Gth March
1839, in the case of Mr. Atherton, scems to contemplate a much greater degree of encourage-
ment to European settlers than has hitherto been afforded ; und that if lands in India are to be
largely held by Europeans, there is no class whomw it ought to be so 1cuch the object of Govera-
ment to attach by ties of personal interest {o the country as its own Civil employés, ,
His Excellency is aware of only two reasons that have been given for preventing Officers

5.

in Civil employ from holding lands in India:
1at.— That their attention would be diverted from their duties, and their time vecupied ‘

in looking after their private concerns, instead of being exclusively devoted to the public service,
2nd.—That Office rs in Civil employ might use their official influence unduly for their

cwn benefit, and to the disadvantage of others in the management of their estutes. ‘
G. 'The first of these reasons, His Excs=llency observes, loses much of its force, v«:hen it is

remembered that there is nothing to prevent Oficers from holding lands in England, or in Ceylon,

or in any of the Colonies, or from occupying themsclves in a thousand ways besides the manage-

ment of an estate in India, and that, in fact, such is the case without any anparent detriment to

the public service. In Indin, landed property belonging to a servant of Government would be

waneged by an Agent, genernll_\‘ by a relutivg of the proprietor.
In the second reason, His Excellency states, there is no doubt a great deal of truth.

s

i{.

At any rate, if official influence weze not so used, the yuspicion that it was would not be wanting.

Referring to our proposal to meet this objeetion l‘fy prohibiting the poasession of land by Officers .- o
in the Presidency to which they bclong, or to which they are attached, His Excellency remarks
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that it certainly do'es not appear that there can be more reason why a C'ivil Odlicer in Beagal
should not own & Coffce estate in Malabar, than why he should not own one in Ceylon.

8. Tu the opinion of the Governor General it would be quite suflicicnt to rule as regurds

Military Officers, that they might acquire and hold lands any where, unless, as in the case of
+ Government grants, residence be made a condition of ownership ; but that they should not be
. employed in any Civil situation in which their influence could, on any reasonable supposition, be
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. further of opinion, that Officers of the Civil Service might be

brought to bear unduly on their own personal interests as landholders. 1lis Excellency i3

. where outof their own Presidency or Licutenant
(Fovernorship,® but that they should not be eligible
for employment in any Office iu which their influ-

* For instance, a Civil Servant attached to
Bengal might hold lands in the Purjab.

ence could in like manner be impropurly used for .

their own benefit.

9. The Governor General remarks, that a differe

and Military Oflicers, because it would be inconvenient to tie the hands of Government in
regard to the employment of its Civil Officers any where in the P
Governorship to which they may be attached, whereas no practicul
arise from limiting the employment of Military wen, and of Civilians ont of their own Presi-
dency or Lieutcnant Governorship, to offices in which their interests as landholders would not

clash with their duty as public servants, and where abuse of their official inflnence would bo
hopossible.

residency or Lieutenant
difficulty would probably

10. - We beg to signify our entire concarrence in the vicws thus expressed by the Governor

Ueneral, and in accordance with His Excelleney's suggestion, we submit the general question
of Government scrvants holding lands in India for the conside

We have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient humble Servants,
(Signed) J. OUTRANM.
. H. B. k FRERE.
. J. WILSON.

Four WirLiaw,
The 2nd April 1860,

—

OrbER THERFON, 220d June 15860, No. 1,031,

The Government will await the orders of the

Govermmnent servants holding lands ia India,
the meantime, this letter will be recorded,

Home Government on the peneral question of
referred to them by the Government of lndin;

L}

(True F,\lrfacl.)

(Signed) J D, BOURDILION,

Secretary ta Goreramen!.

PO . -
Exd, T, O'Counor, e B . L T *

permitted to hold lands any

nce is necessary in the two cases of Civil .

ration and orders of Her Mujesty’s .
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