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' Read the following papers :—

\ No.98. From A. MACDONALD RITCHIE, Esq., Administrator General, te the Chief
; Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated 17th August 1860.
i 1. 1 have the honor to requést you will be so good as to lay this communication before the
‘ Honorable the Governor in Council for any Orders that the subject Lerein referred to, may

require. ‘
%t 2. By Section I of Act XXVI of 1860, ““ an Act to amend Act VIII of 1855, (relating
f’ <10 the office and duties of Administrator General)” it is enacted as follows: .

#The Administrator General shall, when duly authorized or required so to do by the
« Military Secretary to Government, secure and distribute the assets of the Estate and Effects of
¢ any Officer, Soldier, or other person subject to any Articles of War, in all cases in which such
«Estate and Effects do not exceed on the whole five-hundred Rupees, charging the Estate with
« a commission of three per centum only, Provided always that it shall not be necessary for the
¢t Administrator General to take out Letters 6f Administration in cases referred to in this Section.”

3. From the circumstance of this Act having been only so lately promulgated, I am
unable to speak with certainty ss to the results of its actual operation; yet, from the nature of
. the Estates Jalling under its provisions, I anticipate, that the result must materially affect the
j pecuniary interests of the Administrator General.

4. The Administrator General has already received many requisitions from the Military
Secretary to Government to take charge of Estates, the assets of which are below Rupees 500,
: No less than ten Estates have been transferred to me for disposal up to date. This is a large
! pumber within so short a period, and I imagine that this number will increase monthly, and in
‘ proportion to the convenience experienced by the Military Estate Department of the Military
Secretary to Government in getting rid of such troublesome Estates. .
‘: 5. I beg leave respectfully therefore under these circumstances to submit for the informa-
tion of the Honorable the Governor in Council, that the process of disposal of Estates, the
assets of which exceed Rupees 500, and of thase, the assets of which are below Rupees 500, aro
precilcly- similar; the labor and attention requisite in the one, being in the like manner requi-
» site in the other, with this oxception, that in the latter case, these small Estates being s a gene-
‘ ral rule insolvent, have s greater nusmber of claims requiring investigation, and entail a consider-
ably larger amount of correspondence.
6. The transfer of these small Estates to the Administrator General for disposal will thus
{ " add materially to the existing work of his establishment and require on his part extra time, care,
; and attention, which cannot be compensated by the reduced amount of commission of 3 per cent.
{ allowed by the Act, and which loss will in all probability wholly absorb the trifling profit at
: present arising from the Administration of Military Estates whose assets exceed Rupees 500,

j at present entrusted to him, _
7. Thus the operations of the Act XXVI of 1860, will inevitably insure a loss to the
f Administrator General, and add to that loss which the Administrator General has on former
k; . occasions had the honor to address Government upon. To Mr. Teed's letter of the 21st Decem-
g. ber 1858, was annexed a Memorandum shewing a loss he sustained from January 1856 to June
1858 of Rupees 5,383-6-9, and in his letter of 21st March 1859 he shewed a further loas of
' Rupees 1,639-1-10 from Ist July to 31st December 1858.
8. By the Mutiny Act it is only Estates which do not exceed £100, which can be paid
‘ over to the partiesinterested withoutany Probate, Letters Testamentary, or Dative, on payment of
‘1 any duty. Estates therefore exceeding £100, will not therefore suffer by being handed over to
! the Administrator General for disposal, as sormewhere or other on such Estates, Probats, &c., is
! required, before a legal discharge can be given to the party paying away the assets. :
,i 9. I therefore solicit of the Honorable the Governor in Council as the only remedy appli-
cable at present to retrieve this inevitable loss, that the Military Secretary to Government be
requesied to transfer to the Administrator General for due administration, every Estate exceed-
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