


R P N ——— A P P i ol i o i

Fort 8t. George, Judicial Consultation; 25th January 1859,
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No. 47. To the Honorable H. FORBES, Isq., Member for Madras of the Legislative Coun-
cil, dated Fort St. George, 22nd January 1859, No. 95.

SIR,

[ am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to forward to you the
enclosed Extract from a letter from the Advocate General of Madras, with the Draft Act that
accompanied it.

2.  These papers point out, and suggest a remedy for, a grave defect in Act XXX, 1858,

or the Act for the settlement of the debts of the late Nawaub of the Carnatie, in that no time

has been prescribed by it, within which the Creditors who may come in under Act, are required
to file the part‘llnrs of their claim.

3. Three@undred and ninety-two Declarations were filed within the period allowed by

Section X1V, which expired on the 24th November last, yet, although six months have elapsed

It has been ascertained from the Government Solicitor, that up Sines ihe _ACt s pewiad; shie pabliolan gL ibe

to the 22nd Instant, they had beeu put in, in only 27 cases. above claims have been put in, in a very few
cases.

4. There can be no doubt that the delay in thus furnishing particulars—for which no
good cause can be assigned—has in mary instances, proceeded from fraudulent motives. There
is reason to believe, that great efforts are being made to concoct and fabricate documents in
support of fictitious demands. The incident noticed by the Advocate General of the recent
Nore.—These seals have not yet been recovered. robbery of two of the late Nawaub's seals, is

but one indication of such proceedings,

5. Itis manifest how much such endeavours must be facilitated by the defect in the Act
now brought to notice. The hearing of the 392 claims for which Declarations have been filed,
must under any circumstances, occupy a very considerable period, so that in the majority of
istances, ample time will be allowed as the Act now stands, if indeed it has not been allowed
already, for the fabrication of any species of documentary evidence.

6. The amount at issue js enormous. The sums claimed exclusive of interest, in the twenty-
seven (27) cases, of which particulars have been furnished, amotint in the aggregate to Rupees
nineteen laes, forty thousand, six hundred and forty-five (19,40,645), and although those that
remain, 1ay not on the average be equally large, there can be no question, that their total
amount will be very great indeed.

7. Under these circumstances, I am desired to request that the enclosed Draft Act, with
any modifications that may be necessary, may be immediately laid before the T, gislative Couneil,
and be passed into law under suspension of the standing orders, as expeditiously as nossible,
I have further to ask that intimation of its passing may be given to me by electric telegraph,
and that the Act, on its being passed, may be sent to me by express, if in reference to the date of
its passing, the Steamer would not be the speedier means of transmission,

(Signed) T.PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.

Exd. V. Cartledge.
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