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Read the following letters.

No. 53. From J. R. BOYSON, Esq., Government Solicitor, Madras; to the Chief Secretary
to Government, dated 28th April 1859, No. 716.

" ' L. I have the honor to acknowledge the

E\JQ? 3};’3&‘;’:1 Sg;::"f:é;?’ dated 16th April 1830, No. ' Feract from Minutes of Consultation noted
in the margin.

2. Having ascertained from the Administrator General at Madras, that the expense of his

taking out Letters of Administration to an Intestate’s Estate in his offieial capacity is about 35

Rupees. I submitted this information together with the Extract above noted for the considera-

tion of the Advocate General and I have since conferred with him thereon.
I now forward a copy of his opinion. -

I have addressed the Administrator General at Bombay requesting him to inform me, what
i3 the expense of his taking out Lettersof Administration at Bombay to an Intestate’s Estate in his
official capacity, and I will have the honor of communicating further with Government as soon
as I receive his reply.

No. 54. From J. R. BOYSON;, Esq., Government Solicitor, Madras ; to the Chief Secretary
to Government, dated 4th June 1859, No. 880.

With reference to my letter of the 28th April last, No. 716, I have the honor to report
that since the date of that letter I have learned, officially, from the Administrator General of
Madras that the expense of his obtaining Letters of Administration, as Administrator General, to
an Intestate’s Estate varies from thirty-three to thirty-six Rupees, but does not in any way
depend upon the amount of assets recoverable.

I have likewise heard from the Administrator‘ General of Bombay that the costs of his

obtaining administration to Estates ranging from Rupees 1,000 and under to Rupees 10,000
and upwards, is as follows :—
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Administrator General’s Fees'including Fees of J udge’s Clerk, Commissioner and !

e S R AR e e e e 120 | 30 | 40
Ecclesiastical Registrar’s Fees. o ..| 28| 29 | 46

Advertising in 3 Newspapers.. ... 20| 20 | 20

—_————

63 | 79 | 106

He adds that in case of additional affidavits, proxy of consent by next of kin, &c.; Rupees 4
extra for every such additional exhibit is charged.

Cory Orinion.

Mr. Forbes appears to labor under a misapprehension in para. 3 of his letter of 17th March
1859, given in Extract Minutes Consultation of 15th April, (No. 523, Judicial Department,) as
to the comparative expenses of the Administrator General’s taking out Letters of Administration
Madras and at Calcutta. He believes them to be higher at Madras than at Calcutta, where the
Officiating Administrator General (in his letter, dated 14th March, para. 1,) states them to be
about Rupees 100, whereas here at Madras they are only about Rupees 35.

I seeno objection whatever to the course suggested by Mr. Peacock and mentioned in
" paras 4 and 5 of Mr. Forbes' letter ; nor I understand does the Administrator General him-
self,
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MILITARY DEPARTMENT.
PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GO VERNMENT.

Read the following papers :—

Extract Mins. of Cons. Judicial Department.

Referring a lelter from H. Forbes Esqr., on the
subject of Administering to Military Estates, Here enter 15th April 1859, No. 523.
Jimited to Rupees 500 in value.

Referred to Estate Department.
21st April 1859.

Memorandum from the Acting Military Secretary to Government, 17th June 1859.

ith reference to Extract Minutes of Consultation No. 528, of the 15th April 1859, in the
Judicial Department, the Acting Military Secretary to Government has the honor to observe,
that the measure proposed by Mr. Forbes appears objectionable, with reference to Section LXI
of the Mutiny Act—the effect of the proposition apparently being to require, that all such Estates,
whether testate or intestate, solvent or insolvent, should be accounted for to the Administrator
General, whether desired by the Military Secretary or otherwise—
20th & 21st Vic = Cap: 66. thereby entailing needless expense and delay, upon a class who can
very ill afford it—the proposition is also apparently opposed to the

objects contemplated by Sections LXI to LXV of the Mutiny Act.

The object in view could apparently be better attained by the introduction of a short Act,

« Rendering it obligatory on the Administrator General, to intervene, (without taking out

« Jetters of Administration) for the securing and distributing of the Assets of such insolvent

« Military Estates (whether intestate or otherwise) as are below 500 Rupees, on the requisition”

“ of the Military Secretary to Govermment only"—charging the Estate with a Commission of

“ Rupees 3 per cent”—being the amount chargeable on Certifi-

Vide Section LXVII of Aet cates granted to parties interested in Estates falling below 500

No. VIIIof 1838. Rupees in value, and annulling any portions of Act VIII of 18553
which may interfere with this arrangement.

This course appears
in accordance with the
opinion of the Advocate
General, Mr. Smith, as
expressed in the last
Para of his letter of the
11th January 1859.—
Tt appears also to be in accordance with existing practice in Bengal, as per letter* from the Offi-
ciating Administrator General of Caleutta to Mr. Forbes.

= * * * *®

“ or, the Adminisirator General, be compelled to administer—if not
“ in all cases, at least in those of Military Eslates, when required by
“ you—except where he grants a Certificate.

* Dated 14th March 1859, No, 481, Paras. 1s¢ and 2nd.

By the above course, Military Estates would suffer no other loss, than that of the Adminis-
trator General’s Commission—and neither the functions of the Military Secretary, nor the terms
of the Mutiny Act would apparently be interfered with, The Administrator General would have
no complaint on the score of non-payment of his Fees—and the loss to the Creditors would be
trivial, compared with what they now incur, in being kept for years together, without an adjust-
ment of their claims.

Should the above proposition’ not be approved, the difficulty may probably be met by a
short Act,

¢ Declaring that the Administrator Geeneral shall, subject to the requisition of the Military
« Secretary, be considered the legal representative of a deceased Military man, whenever his
« Estate (iwhether testate orintestate) is insolvent only—and may not exceed 500 Rupees in value.”

The difference between the two propositions, is—that by the first, the remuneration of the
Administrator General will be provided for, subjecting the Creditors to only a very trifling loss—
while by the second, the Administrator General will be left in his present position, the amount
of his per-centage, being saved to the Creditors.
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