


Proceedings of the Madras Government, J. udzcmlDepartment,
Srom 2nd to 8th July 1859.
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Read the following letter from C. W. READE, Esq., Agent to the Governor of Viza-
gapatam ; to T. PYCROFT, Esq,, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George,
dated 17th June 1859, No. 306. :
1. Captain Owen, Commanding Sebundies at Nursepatam, has reported to me that on the
3cd of the current month, the new Hospital building was struck by lightning and that three of
the Sebundies were knocked down by the fluid.
2. The injury sustained by the building is reported as trifling to all appearance, but the
District Engineer will be called upon to report on this point, meanwhile Captain Owen urges
the necessity of putting up a lightning conductor to guard against a similar accident for the

future.

3. Contiguous to the Barrack Hospital there is a small Magazine to which is attached an

ordinary lightning conductor but the roof of the Hospital is higher than the point of the
conductor, and to this eircumstance the recent accident may reasonably be ascribed. Captain
Owen is of opinion that a separate conductor is necessary and he applies for sanction for the
erection of one to be attached to the Barracks.

4. The expediency and valueof lightning conductors is, I believe, in the present day a
s pevala quastio” but however this may be, I am not disposed to concur with Captain vaen
that a separate conductor is necessary for the Barrack buildings, while there is one within )0(;
yards of them, and all that appears to me necessary is to lengthen the conductor now attiched
to the Magazine to a height some 10 or 12 feet above the extreme point of the roof of the
adjoininyg buildings, but it seems that lightning is atracted at Nursepatam, more than clsawhere
though the causes are unknown, and the Government may be of opinion that a fresh CUllducto;
is required in view tothe more certdin preservation of the buildings against a recurrence of
similar damage.

5. 1 have thought it might not be uninteresting to Government to ses Captaia Owen's
account of the accident and accordingly have enclosed a copy of his communication.
From Captain W. G. OWEN, Commanding Golcondah Sebundy Corps;to C. W, READE

Esq., Agent to the Governor, Vizagapatam, dated Nursepatam, 13th June 1859. ’

On the Srd of the present month, between 4 and 5 o'clock in the afternoon, the eastern
end of the near Hospital tiled building was struck by lightning in threc places, and a report of
the cirenmstance was duly made to the District Engineer that he might, if he thought proper,
cause an inspection of the building to be made to ascertain the amount of damage done,

I have myself inspected the spot, and although the outward injury appears trifling, it is
possible that the internal part of the masonry walls may be weakened by the shock sustained.

The place of exit of the electric fluid in the masonry work over the two doors of the
building has a most singular appearance.

Over one door the fluid has passed through in two places, leaving in one instance a small
aperture as if bored with a gimblet, in other an orifice of much larger dimensions,
Over the second door struck, a small round orifice is alone apparent, but in both cases the
fluid has passed down the wooden frame work of door, splintering the wood work near the iron
hinges. !

Three persons were struck down by the shock ; one, the sentry, on duty at his post, in
verandah of Hospital : another the orderly Naigue who was standing in centre of Surgery roo,m,

and the third a camp follower, who was at a little distance from the sentry.
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