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" Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial qurfmcqztz
SJrom 4th to 10th May 1859.

No. 23. Read the following letter from J. D. ROBINSON, Esq., Special Commissioner,
; North Canara; to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint
George, dated 15th April 1859, No. 185.

I have the honor to submit for the consideration and orders of Government, copy of a sen-
tence passed by me under Act XIV of 1857, on 3 prisoners connected with the recent disturb-
ances in these parts.

Prosecutor. Prisoners.
Regina 1 Baboo Desai.
: " 2 Goonoba Desai.
3 Mahar Venko,
Witnesses.
1 Toladbary Sadashivappa.
2 Kolcar Yakhoob.
3 Chowkidar Krishnapa.
4 Puckrojee.
5 Pandoorunguppa.
6 Tatumbhutta,
7 Baloojee Row.
8 Goomasth Shantuppa.
9 Kalsaye Pandoorunguppa.
10 Venko.

Ist Count: The prisoners are charg:ed with having on the 17th February 1858 taken part
in burning down the Sayer Chowky at Kooveshy in Soopa talook, when the Ist and 2nd wit-
nesses, servants attached to the said Chowky were made prisoners.

9nd Count. With having on the 9th March 1859 been present and aided in setting fire to
the Sayer Chowky at Diggi, when the 3rd and 4th witnesses belonging to the Customs Establishe

* nent were likewise carried off captive by the gang.

3td Count. The prisoners are further charged with having on the 18th March at about
9 A, a. in company with 7 or 8 other armed men come to the village of J halavaly and then and
there assisted in forcibly seizing the 5th, 6th and 7th witnesses and exacting Rupees 15 from the
1st witness. :
4th Count. With having from the above dates and up to the termination of the disturb-
ances, banded together for unlawful and rebellious purposes.
~ The prisoners deny the charge.

It is clear from the statements of the Ist and 2nd witnesses that all 3 prisoners did, on

e the date and at the time specified in the Ist Count, assist in setting fire to the Chowky at Koo-

F veshy. It moreover appears from the evidence of all 3 witnesses that the 3rd prisoner carried
. on the occasion a musket ; ‘according to st witness, the Ist and 2nd prisoners had only clubs i
 their hands, and 2nd witness says that he cannot recollect how they were armed at this distance

of time; Ist witness alo deposes that all 3 prisoners helped with the others of the gang in
R ying straw wherewith to fire the buildiugf, and 2nd witness states he distinctly saw them ignite
he said combustibles. -

9ed and dth witnesses state that they recognised the prisoners among the gang on the occa-
sion of the coxflagration of the Diggi Custom House; that they were then under o restraint,
but living as free agents and associates of the bund, 8rd witness cannot specify how they were
armed on the occasion.

5th witness states that while he and the 6th and 7th witnesses were on their way to Goa, he

' saw some 7 or 8 men with maskets near the Jhalavaly river, when hie and his companions were

B seized by them, the 3 prisoners mounted guard, whilst one Ghongoo Naik rifled his purse of the

= 17 Rupees that were in it. This statement is corroborated by the evidence of the 7th witness.

The 6th witness deposes that he cannot identify these prisoners nor positively swear they
were among the gang on the occasion alluded to. »

The Sth witness states that he observed the 3 prisoners with the gang for a long time ; that
thesc are the men who with others carried him off prisoner and produced him before Baba Sa-
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