LR 1-38,000-116-10-30.

IRER 1S
™

e p

B

ST

St L

AL

.

Test ‘. :

Ditéd -

’ .
Sm e R N
R iy

Tt v e
- .
. e




-y gy

o

4 =
Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, 19th April 1859.
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mmasieuting opy of 8 Miate by S8 ™) (Vide Public Consultation, 12th April 1859,
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No. 16. Orpxa THEREON, No. 512 dated 14th April 1859.
To be recorded.
(Signed) T. PYCROFT,

Chief Secreiary.
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PusLic DEPARTMENT,
No. 5.6. ,
E rtract from the Mi-ules of Consultation, under dale the Gth April 1859.
Read the following Minute by the Ionorable the President, dated 2nd April 1859

. .
It was understood that the firat subject I was to take up was the mode iu which the corres-

ce is conducted between the Home and ludian Governments.

ponden

2 Tnis has not been altered since the time when the business of the East India Company

as confin-d to the allairs of & few Commerical Factozies. According to the custom of that day,

lhe ill-p1id Agents employed abroad were required to report the whole of their procecdings,

scnding home an exact transciipt of every letter which had been written by them,

3. Since the Factories have become Empires, this practics has been productive of the

greatest inconvenicnce. The Hume Government is overwhelmed with & mass of correspondence

which no physical capacity can muster.
which are of a perfunctory, and those which are of an important character; and overgrown

bodics of Clerks and Printers are kept up, at the Indian Presidencies and in London, at a lamen-
able cost of mouey, and still more of misdirected time and labour, for the purpose of corrying

No sufficient distinction is made between those subjects

on this monster corzespond ence.

Tlic correspondence of the Colonial Olficeis condutted on a dilTerent principle. Each
to the Coloniul Oifice an Anuual Report, or Blue Dok, upon the gencral state of
bis Government, and he also makes up the Aunual Budget, or Financial Exposition, according to
a prcscnbcd form—-beyond which he is left to follow his own julgment as to the reports made by
Whaterer faults may have been found wi ‘th our Colonial Administration, it bas never

4.
Governor sends

him.
been alleged that Her Majesty’s Government has bLeen insulliciently informed of what

has been passing in tae Colonies. The IU‘JJLC[I ich are really worthy of the attention of the

Secretary of State, are brouy 1Lt to his notice ift & wll propased shape; and the correspondence
of forty or fifty scparate Governments, which, under other conditions would be utmanagcable,
is conducted with regularity and ease. Since 1855-56 the Annual Colonial Blué Book has been
adopted into our Indian system, under the name of the Annaal Adwinistration Report ; but ss
every thing clse has remained unchanged, this has merely made the correspondence still more
unwicldy.

5. Immediatcly upon assuming charge of this Government, 1 consulted our able and ex-
perienced Sccretarics, Mr. Pycroft and Mr. Bourdillon, whose joint Mcmorandum upoo the sub-
ject has been read in Council. My collcagues agreed with me, that the recommendations
contained in this Memorandum should be forthwith acted upon, that is, that leaving the
Anaual Administration R:eport to be made as at present, we should report such subjects, from
time to time, as are uccessary to be reported, each in a scparate letter. Tho sclection of the sub-
jects will be ordinarily left to the Sccretaries, but the Members of Government, in passing Dhafts
which dispuse of imporiant questions, will aleo note particular questions as proper to be reported
upon. The saving of time, laLour, and expence, from this change, especially if it should be adopt-
od in the other Presidencies, and the concentration upon the great interests of India of powers of

mind which are at present foo much frittered away among a variety of insignificant ovjucts, can-

not fail to be productive of great public advantage.

6. Mr. Pycroft's and Mr. Bourdillon’s regarks upou the ncccuity.of pruning the
scdundancy of writing, which is carried in this country to the same excess as speaking is

at home, are perfectly just ; aod we will depend upon their giving due elfeet to their sensible,

practical suggestions.
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Office. He will be sllowed the amount appropriated by the Board for the payment of
their printing establishment, and will make his own arrangements for the entertainment
of the nccessary compositors and other servants. On the transfer being carried out, all the
printing required for the Board will be executed at the Government Press. Thers will be no
distinct dcpartment of the Press for the purpose, noc any separate accounts. The papers will be

printed as a part of the general business of the Office.

4. The printing for the Office of the Adjutant General will, as heretofore, be executed at

the Government Press.  No separate Press will be set up in that Office.

(True Extract and Copies.)
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