- gt . N T . T .
"o

. Not:to be folded or roughly handled. -
L . - R ) B . 1t iR : o . i _ o . . ;:“ ‘ | ' 8




o o i o

e e < T

‘ ' Read the following letters.
No. 53. From J. D. BOBINSON, Esq., Joint Mogistrate of Canara; to T. PYCROFT,
Esq. Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Sircee, 2%th March

1859, No. 141,
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; Six,

i 1. T have the honor to enclose for the information of Government, transcript of a letter
y ! addressed by me to the Governor General of the Portuguese Indies.

*.' ‘ - 2. To the facts there stated I have little to add.

3. This resuscitated Bund seems contemptible enough in point of numbers and constitution,
and had their haunts been confined to the Soopah forests, | should not hare despaired of briug-
ing eventually some of the leaders to account.

4. Now however that they have managed to slip through my fingers, and have concentrat-

«d on their old haunts in Deepoo Rana's country, it is impossible to say what amount of mis.

chief they may not do before they meet their deserts.

5. Rumour has it, that certain proceedings of the Goa Government connected with the
embarkation of the Sawunths, have so thoroughly disgusted Deepoo Rana, that distrusting all
professions and promises, he holds himsclf aloof in his own fastnesses, in & very doubtful state

of allegiance,
6. The Governor General's answer may throw some light on the chances of the future, for
without some real reciprocity in that quarter, the exertions of the Police on this side of the

border, are utterly futile and purposcless.

= Meanwhile, I am exerting myself to the best of my means and alility, to secure the

trauquillity sod confidence of the bourder villages and protect them against renewed inrosd,
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From J. D. ROBlNSO.\'. E1q., Joint Magistrate; to 1lis Excellency the Governor General of
Portuguese Indics. dated Sircee, 23rd March 1859, No. 140.

Most ExceLLENT aAND lLLUSTRIOUS Sin,

I regret to find, by several consecutive reports, that armed parties of men connected with
the late Bund have again appeared on our common frontier, and resumed their old course of pil-
lage and incondiarism. One of my informants tells me, that on the night of the 11th, a gang of
some GO armed men was observed in the patri” jungle, £ coss from Diggi on the Goa side of
the frontier, and to-day it is further reported, that on the night of the 17th, a party of 12 made
a descent on the amall border villages of Paldi Vatley, sud Vingole of the Soopah Talook, which
they partially burned down, wounding several of the inhabitants, and destroying some head of
cattle. On receipt of the information, the Tahsildar secms immediately to have proceeded to
Tinnie, where be will put himself in communication with the Officer Commanding that out-post,
and make such further distribution of the Police force with him, as circumstances may render
necesrary. My object in now addressing your Excellency is once more to claim your kind as-
sistance and co-opzration in hunting down these out-laws. )
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All accounts agree in placing their present rendezvous in the jungles on the Goa side of our
common frontier, and this being the case, I necd not after the experiences of the past year, re-
mind your Excellency, that without an earnest reciprocity on the part of your Police, no e’!tﬂ’-
tions on this side can terminato successfully. It yet remains to be ascertained, who are the
Jeaders in this movement, but my own impression is, that tho brothcrs Fhudnees, and the two
potorious bandits Sidi Bastian and his brother Benove play a prominent réle. These out-laws
were during the early part of this moath, more than once recognized in the Kala Nadi forests,
in which ncighbourhood, 1 m) sclf happened to be at that time. Not finding the sympathy ard
assistance they had calculated on, and alarmed at the measures taken for their capture, they
scem to have made their way across the Talook, to their old haunts at the foot of the Ghats.
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Fort St. Georyge, Judicial Consultation, 12th April 1859,

The rewards for Sidi Bastian and his brother Benove, Rupees 500 and 100 respectively, are
stil open. [am prepared to pay them to any one who shall be jostrumental in bringing theve

miscreants to justice.
\Vith assurances of my most distinguished consideration. -
(True Copy.)
(Signed) J. D. ROBINSOV,
. i ‘ Joint Magistrata.

No. 74 Frvom J. D. ROBINSON, Euq., Joint Magistrate of Canara; to T. PYCROFT,
Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Sircee, 5:h April

1839, No. 166.

Siw,

The posture of matters on the Goa frontier has not improved since I last had the honor
of addressing you.

The foray of the 17th reported in my latter of the 2¢th Ultimo, has been followed by s
2nd where 3 more border hamlets were burned down, 2 villagers so severcly injured that their
lives are deapaired of, several others carried away prisoners, and a considerable quantity of live
stock and other farm-property destroyed.

Sidi Bastian was on this as on the foriner occasion the leader of the attack and several
other fugitive adhereuts of the former Bund have been recognized among the goang.

Their numbers do not appear to have incrensed since their return to their old baunts in the
Suttri Mahal und from all I can learn I still believe the gang is not more than 30 or 40 strong.

¢ In point of numerical strength therefore these out-laws are contemptible enouch, snd, under
ordfnary circumstances, 1 should feel ashamed to confess the want of success that has attended
my excrtions to protect my frontier and bring them to justice.

Government however are 50 fully aware after last year's expericnecs, of the peculiar diffi-
culties, attending operations on the ccnfines of & foreign State and amid hill fastnesses and
forests, where pursuit is almost hopless that | necd not here recapitulate thewm. FEvery expe-
dient likely to contribute to success has been resorted to; Police patrols have, as faras my limited
establishments permit, been located along that portion of the fronticr, the Tahsildar directed 10
remain on the apot and keep up a cloio intercommunication with our own and the ncighbouring
military out-postson the Goa and Belgaum sides of the burder.  Letters have been addraascd to the
soveral Otficers in command at those stations, soliciting their earnest co-operation, every mau who
can be safely spared from the quicter parts of the dirision has been sent North. A Proedamation
has been issued offering liberal payment in the scerct service and intelligence department, and
finally the reward for Bastian's capture has been raised from Rupees 30 0 Rupeen 1,COU. 1

hope 1 huve not erred in supposing that the

former orders of Government® just.fy my using
my own discretion and doubling without further reference the reward bitherto ottered fur this
miscreant’s apprehension.

® Telegram, 13th May 1858, 11-8 A M,
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I have not yet received an ansiver to my letter to the Goa Goveriment,  nor have ! any
reliable information as to bow Decpoo Runa is baring himself since these out-lans re-spposted
in his part of the country.

Judzed from their recent acts their tactics are not very comprchensible.

lustead of consiliating the cou’n;u‘y as the Sawunth laaders did, they sezin to be dorg 11 in
their power to arouse its indiguation and hosulity,

Disappointed of the anistarce and sy mpathy they found lass year on this side of the bunier,

their game is probably that of mere desperades who have Lo wotine or purpose beror ¢the
present gratification of revenge ard desire of pluuder.
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Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, 12th April 1859,
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That they did not ransack the villages they have burned down is easily accounted for.
They kuew there wss nothing in them worth carrying away and their sole object doubtless was
to re-establish a state of terrorism and expel from the neighbourhood of their rendezvous

¢ unfricndly neighhours whose espionage might briug on them some unpleasant surprise. When
these marsuders first made their appearance in the central forests of the Soopa Talook, I did
not hesitate to re-ann, under certain precautions, the more trustworthy portion of the neighbour-
ing population. The eflect of this and other measures, already reported to Government, was
ipsiuntancous,

Pillaze ccased, and the bund never gave sign until safe across the horder and in their old
haunts iu the Sattri Mashal country. To this measure, I dare not resort in the case of the
outlying hamlets now threatened and attacked ; not because I distrust the good feeling of the
population, but because | hesitate to place arms and ammunition in hands which would yield them
without a struggle to the encmy and thus infinitely augmeut his meaus of future mischief and
molestation.

What can be done with safety has I believe been done. The villagers are required to fur-
pish & small contingent to the Police patrol party sent for their protection and relieve each other
by turn carrying fire arms and ammunition whilst on service. Beyond this 1 have not yet ven-
tured, and aw unwilling to go further until I have watched the progress of matters alittle longer.

Much depends on the carnest reciprocity and assistance of the Goanese authorities, and I
wait with anxicty to sce what results the scveral urgent letters I have addressed to them on this
subject will have.

At the same time I must candidly confeas that, as the matter now stands, I look as much
to some happy accident giving things s favorable turn as to any direct success to be achieved by
my own combinations or our neighbours' co-operation. I should mention in conclusion that
with & view to keeping the more exposed frontier region occupied by its ordinary population
and in partial compensation of some hzavy losses, | have made an additional assignment of 100
acres of Coomry land to the more suffering householders of those parts, to be by them enjoyed
tax free for one year.

This is now the season for cleuring the hill slopes and as these hamlets are almost wholly
occupicd by Coomry cuitivators, the inducement thus held forth to remain in the country is
more realily sppreciuble than any other that could be devised.

Na. 73, OxpEr TUEREON, No. 409 ; dated 12th April 1839,

The Government approve the measuren adopted by tho Joint Magistrate of Canara

for the supprexsivn of the disturbances on the Goa Frentier, and for the capture of the Jeaders.

9. They must impress upon Mr. Robinson the neceasity of the most vigorous messures to

put down these inroads at their commencement and whilst the season is favorable for active
operations.
3. His Excellency the Governor General of the Portuguese Indies will also be addressed and
strongly urged to give his ready co-operation. Copy of this letter will be furnished to Mr. Robinson.
4. He will acquaint the Government with any communications that he may receive from
the Gua Guverument and keep them informed of the prugress of aflairs,

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.
No. 76. To Ilis Exccllency General Viscount de TORRES NOVAS, Governor General of

the Portugucse Scttlements in India, dated Fort Suint George, J2th April 1839,
No. 900.

Most Irivsrrious aND Most FxXCELLENT Sin,

Mr. Robinson, Joint Magistrate of Canara, has reported to mo that armed parties of men

connected with the late Buad have agsin appeared on the frontier of Canara, and of the Goa ter-
ritory, and resumed their former career of pillage and incendiarism.
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property destroyed.
3. Ienclose copy of M. Robinson’s letters.

4. The ring-leader in these attacks is Sidi Bastian,
for some time been offured. This reward Mr, Robinson _
Rupees 500 to Rupees 1,000

5. Mr. Robinson has forwarded to m
on this subject, on the 23ed U
) 6 To this communication he had not, up to 5th [
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At present in no great force,
and that they eanpo be destroyed
British and Portuguese authoritjes,
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