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No. 39. Read the following letter from Colonel J. C. BOULDERSON,.CommiSSioner of
Police ; to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George
B o

dated 15th March 1859, No. 35. . . , )

-

Sir,

1. Ihave the honor to give cover to a petition from 2 prisoners named George Benson, and
Thomas Britton, formerly seamen of the ship Golconda,” now in confinement in the Peniten-
tiary, praying for a mitigation of the unexpired period of their _confinément from the Right
Honorable the Governor in Council. The prisonersare simple minded lads of 16 and 17 years
of age, and it seems very probable that they may have been taken advantage of by the prin cipal
prisonet Provenzano who deluded them with false hopes and bright prospects to desert from

their Ship in one of the Ship’s Boats and for the Larceny of which they were convicted at the

Sessions of October 1838
2, The facts of the case may be briefly summed up as follows.—

‘.
brought up at the Sess
1st. Feloniously and piratically stealing

jons upon two Tndictments.
from the Ship * Golconda,” the property noted

below.

1 Writing D
valued 101 Rupees, the property of shipmate pamed William Goode.

2nd. TFeloniously s'gealing, 1 Boat, 2 Oars, 1 Mizen royal, 2 Studding sail yards, 3

3 Barrels Biscuits, valued Rupees 170, the property of the Ship.

- . 4. The petitioners had *made statement
Court, and it appeared that some nights before the theft of the Boat, Provenzano asked the

boys to leave, but they 1eplied, ¢why chould we,” and the former then held out prospects to

them of geiting a5 £ from a friend in Scringapatam, and for provisions, and in case they did

ot like the place, of their being easily able "to reach Calcutta, where each of the boys could
get b £ wages, and he 7L wages 2 week. In case they d:d not like Calcutta, he urged that

they could as easily go to the Colonies and obtaina mint of money ; that this prospect induced

the boys to join in the andertaking, and that they went off at 12 p. M. on the night of the 20th

September 1858, and only next morning discovered all that Provenzano, had putin the boat.
5. First prisoner Provenzano Was convicted on both Indictments, the two lads were ac-

quitted of the first, and convicted on the second.
G- The 1st prisoner Provenzano, was sentenced to 2 years’ jmprisonment with hard labory,
ne year of the same, four months of which has

now elapsed.

%. The behaviour of the petitioners during
and if I may be permitted to express an opinion,
{ these two lads, by causing a sepa

the period they have been in jail, has been very
good, I would say, that I think a mitigation of
the sentence in the case 0 ration from Provenzano, would prove
of much advantage 10 them.
got themselves into by their folly.

e e et St

To the Right Honprable GEORGE FRANCIS ROBERT Lorp HARRIS, Governor in

Council, Madras.
The Fumble petition of George Bensom and

Thomas DBritton, prisoners in Her Majesty's

Penitentiary, Madras.

cTFULLY SUEWETH 377 .
hip’s Petitioners were convicted, at the Oyer'and Terminer Sessions of Oc-

n. a ship’s boat, from the ship ** Golconda,” they accord-
ouse of correction with hard labor.

Most RESPE

That your Lords
tober 1838, of Larcenys viz., desertion i .
ingly received sentence of 12 months’ imprisonment in the H ‘
Bat, confiding in the benevolence of your Lordship’s disposition, the’y feel emboldened to give ut-
terance to a hope that this their petition will no ‘ y c.hsr.egarded. They seek not
to deny the culpability of their offence, but are deeply sensible of its immoral tendency, and are

t remain utterl
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a  On Tuesday 5th October 1858, one Michael Provenzano and the two petitioners were

esk;, 2 Sovereigns, 1 case of Scales and Weights; 3 Photographic pictures.

s before the Magistrate, which were read out in -

A

They seem fully to understand the awkward position they have
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Fort St G eorge, Jy wial Consultat_z'on, 28th Marey, 1859. ST ‘ ~
they humbly trust, sincere .
circumstances of an extenu

Penitents for having ‘committe »as there exist one or twa /\'_ A’ ‘ ' o
ant on thejyr conviction, they humb]y feel inclineq ™ ‘ \ C~ .o : - | . ,
* to think, that after matype consideration, Jour Lordship may not b : . . o
’ Istly. Your Lordsh; . .

[L I
et e ~~_--r‘.,...—-\—~.-\_._

S

t
, B

dit. Byt

ating nature, attend

e indisposed to entertain them, .
P's Petitioners are mere boys, and Were, Tespectively of the ages of
mmitment, RS .

ead them astray, and it was "
Ings, and at the Instigation, of another, they were induced to perpe- ~
trate an act, they haye TEVET since ceased o deplore, 71 is with feelings of deep Lumiliation
they view their Present sad positioy, They are noy entering upoy the sixth mont}, of their sen
tence of incarceration, ang have, consequently,
most earnestly,

€. They now
who have experi

they would fain
your Lordship b

beg to plead

‘ of mercy towards those
enced, yet Justly, ble calamity, Ty

eXpress in termg

: ‘ y: They humbly apq €arnestly beg that ) }
¢ pleased to remit the remaindep of their term ; apnq they wil Bever, never cease AR -

to cherish a high and grateful sentimen; of your LOl‘dShip's clemency, Lo ;1
And your Lordships Petitioners, as in duty bound ' ‘ B ;

. . '.

Shall ever pray, '

(Signed) GEORGE BENSON.’
» ) THOMAS BRITTON. ,
® ADAM BITTLESTOY, Knigh
Jesty’s Supreme Court of Judicature a¢ Madras, dated F,
1859, No. 405,

t, Puisne Justice of Her Ma.. ., L ! N
rt Saint George, 25th March .. e a
HoNorarLg Sir,

S {
We do ourselves the honor to forward o

your Lordship, for any observationS«that»«you.‘. . -
may wish to offer, the accompanying Petiti'on received, through tlfe Commi.ssion.er of Poli'ce, | ] L\;\.\_ _
from two lads George Benson ang Thomas Britton, at Present confined in the Penitentiary, praying N ~
for mitigation of their sentence, ‘ : C o : K TR .
] , _ e
' (Signed) HARRIS, : ' : {
» ) P. GRANT. o - .
. Cw ) w ELLIOT, sy : ,
» ) W, A, MOREHEAD. N . .
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