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Fort St. George, Judicial Co

MW

No. 9. Read the following letter from JAMES OUCHTERLONY, Esq,; to the Secretary
to Government, in the Department of Police, dated Ootacamund, 5th March 1859.

SIR,

With reference to the letter I had the honor to address to you on the 4th Ultimo, I beg
leave now to request the favour of your submitting to the Right Honorable the Governor in
Council, the annexed copy of a letter this day addressed by me to the Acting Magistrate of Ma.
I humbly hope that the facts it pourtrays will satisfy his Lordship in Council that it is
not without reason that I complain of the utter defectiveness of the existing Police in Wynaad.
0. I am largely robbed by my own servants, palpably so. The partics who are naturally
¢ most immediately suspected are arrested, preparatory to a full investigation by the Police.
and the Police authorities conduct it at a place

ed by the Magistrate ;
ff, by sending for the arrested parties, and examining them, and them

dge of or any notice to the prosecutor, and the suspect-
h unheard of proceedings I cannot but fcel that I have-

labar.

th
This investigation is order

v between 60 and 70 miles o
alone! 'This is done without the knowle

ed parties are then discharged ! With suc
no security for property.

3. As some remedy for the existing state of things, I respectfully suggest that there should

be stationed as near Goodaloor as a healthy site can be found for it, a Police Thannah of res-
under the charge of a European Constable of intelligence and steadiness. Without
hand over the Police force, I doubt if it would inspire, or, looking at the gé-
Wynaad, deserve to inspire any confidence.

pectable size,
such a restraining
neral character of the Police of

v
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(COPY.) A
From JAMES OUCHTERLONY, Esq., Ootacamund ; to P. GRANT, Esq., Acting Magis-~

trate of Malabar, dated 5th March 1859. )
SIR,
on the 13th Ultimo, your letter of the 8th Idam. It informed
he Head of Police at Manantoddy and to the Peishcar

of Wynaad in reference to the robbery of Coffee from my Stores. I concluded that, as a matter
of course, these functionaries would come to institute enquiries on the spot; but 1 wait-
ed in vain for their appearance. I was told that the parties, taken into custody in the first
instance, had been scnt for to Manantoddy—the object of which I could not understand and,
fore 1 left the Estate two days ago, these men, together with others arrested on another
e place (some were said to be behind at Goodaloor,) and stated that they
d at Man;mtoddy and were told to return to the Estates for their ‘wages.
iting such a story, even with such apparent corroboration as
The idea of a Police enquiry, at a place between 60 and 70

of an extensive robbery—a robbery too involving a grave
been committed with the knowledge and connivance of many
ted in the absence of the prosecutor and without
kind being sought or obtained, and then, the
n explanations, seems really too mon-

T had the honor to receive,
me that you had issued instructions to t

just be
charge, appeared at th
_had all been discharge
I have had sowme difficulty in cred
the men appearing before me.
wiles off, into the circumstances
breach of trust !—that must have
persons on the spot, and this enquiry conduc
his knowledge, without too any evidence of any
jmmediately suspected parties being dismis‘séd on their ow

strous for belief.

I must take advantage of this occasio

some efficient Police authority being stationed in m
o forward a copy of this letter to his

te the facts connected with my recen
y make the case intelligible.

n to fortify my request to Government for
y part of Wynaad and as in furtherance of

Lordship in Council, I must be al-
t applications to the Police ot Wy-

But, as

this purpose I design t
lowed;here to recapitula

naud, in order that I ma
owing to a lax supervision, a bad state of things had grown

f my Estates. In December I took charge of it myself, and
There was much indolence among

day’s work for a full day’s pay.

At the latter part of last year,

up amongst the labourers on one o
placed an East Indian Assistant, Mr. Furburgh, upon it.

the labourers, and a kind of passive resistance to doing a decent
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it was not his duty, A prejudicial delay thas o

ey By

Fort 8t. Georoe 03 » 22nd Marey, 1859
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acamund.. I yuq watched till
completely away from the Estate, anq th g, (in immediate charge of whom was

the Maistry Copany, recently taken into custody,) went up to Ay, Furburgh, and threatened,
(warning him at the same time that they w attempted to make

vere 20 and he wag one,) that if }e
to, they would g for him. He was

: but Jest they should throw a fire~
15 wife lived ip 5 very isolated place, On’
» finding the first act attended witl impu-

nY oceasions to Mr.
to other labourers,

« Iwas compelled tq temporize ;
acters amongst, them-—gpe ormore had been in’Cali-

Furburgh, the Maistry, Copany, eve
and in ‘many Ways seeking to excite disaffect]
for, finding there were Some very bad char
cut Jail, others dismissed from othep Estates for misconduct, &e
large quantity of Cofles., then in a wood

' €N and thatcheq Store, which might'easi]y have been
burned down, I diq Lot consider jt eqfe to tike any immediate Procecdings, When however
the bulk of the Coffee had been sent away, I called in the Police Peon f?om Goodaloor gave
the Maistry -into his charge, and to]q him what hag occurred, Some time after ap old man ’ca”ed
the Adighary of. I\"umbulacode, cawe to the Estate, He seemeq haif fibecile, He too,k'how‘-
ever a deposition from My, Furburgh, (that is, he 1y ith him 4o this,-for e could.
not write, and neither could he read ; i

the people who had threatene( Mr, Furburgh. 0

" orders he gave

»—and as there- wasa very

card- nothing:

that all have
the case,

I forget the exact date when it was dis
Coffee in store, in value several thousan |
specially over the store iy custody of the
Copany, under suspicion, as he was at the bead of ¢

covered that 4 large robh
lupees, | placed the tyy

Manant dd Sultan’s
Battery.: This however he dig not do, ntoddy or Sulta

ught I woulg and that
Vrote officially to the Police
the Police authorities of

€r receipt of the'instruc-
I shoulq speedily have'q]) my employés sub-

officer on the subject. Neither -1 this, -
Wynaad; have | had any reply whatever, | J,
tions adverted to in your letter of the 8t} Ultimo,
Jected to that rigid investigation on the spot, whj ohad really been con.
cerned in-the robbery and how it hag been ¢

- The arrest of te parties, who, there
seems-little reason to doubt; must have beeq the pri

e teipals in it, seemed to 1make’ others'disposed
to make revelations, and it was ascertained that djveps parties, and amongst them Copany, kept

cattle and donkeys about the lines, which uscd to make constant journeys away from the Estate,
ostensibly to bring articles to trade “in with the coolies. One map ran away from-the place
directly he heard that the Tahsildar was coming ; and Previous to the discovery of the robbery, a

large number had given notice to leave for their Village (when they are usually at the next pay

day paid up, and alloweq to go.)  But their desire to 80 at such a time wag j, itself ‘suspicious,
and I detained all unti]-¢he Police investigation should have taken place, [t seemed very certain

¥ iniquitoys Proceedings ;- both the features of this robbery
- But all has been frustrated by the Proceedings of the Police of
ent for, and « alope. sent for to that
estioning or other, have been dismissed fr

00 probable iniquity in a sort of triumph, to tesch my other

Meanwhile to save the new labourers,
to pay up and send off the"people, who must have hag

a more or less guilty knowledge of ‘what
Wwas going -on - and would hay

e thrown light upon this ang belped to detect the real offenders ;

om - custody -

Tam obliged to get, from contamination, I am obliged.

T

o6 g

orem e aer o e e S s

’1"107‘1 St. George

ime 1 itted.with
i er a crime 1s committe
! e than a private, injury 1s done EZ };einne:he present case, through the
and ths. 25 2 PUbl"?’l_m?rt ests as well as my own must sutie

i i the public inter oy
lmp:;m;:{;a:)(;dinarl; laxness of the Manantoddy(f’o 1 ;

) opy.

- e Fopy (Signed) J. OUCHTERLONY.

(=]

h 1859.
ORrRDER THEREON, No. 354; dated 16th l\I-arcconﬁnuation of Extract
No. 10- . icated to the Magistrate of Malabar, in
ni
Ordered to be commu

26th February Ultimo.
Minutes of Consultation Ne. 262, dated 26t ey T -

Chief Secrelary-.

Exd. F. Cartledgo.
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