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ori St. George, Judicial Consultation, 4th January 1859,

B e -
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No. 55. Read the following Extract Minutes Consultation in the Revenue Department.

Communicating for consideration His Lordship the Gover-
nor's remarks on the want of a law (at Ootacamund) for

enforcing asreements between Masters and Servants, and >
on the subject of placing the bazaars and small Nativ:: vil- (Here enter 11th December 1858, No. ]652')

lages unider Conservancy Rules, and of restricting the per-
mission to Natives to erect small huts in their gardens.

No. 56. . ORDER THEREON, No. 2; dated 3rd January 1859.

It is observed that the Magistrate of Canara has already, 9th November 1858, represented -
that the extension to the Provinces of the proposed Act towemeh breaches of contract by Arti- /W re
ficers, workmen and laborers is urgently called for—that the Court of Sudr Adawlut have
supported this opinion, and that the Jetters of the Magistrate and the Court have been forwarded
to the Member for Madras of the Legislative Council of India.

9. Resolved that para, 4 of the Right Honorable the President’s Minute of 13th Novem-
ber 1858, with an extract from his subsequent Minute of 3rd December 1838, be communicated-
to Mr. H. Forbes in reference to Mr. Bayley’s letter under date the 6th Ultimo.

(Signed) T.PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.
Ordered that the following letter be despatched.

No. 57. To II. FORBES, Esq., Member for Madras of the Legislative Council of India;
dated Fort St. George, 3rd January 1859.

SIR,
Referring to Mr. Acting Secretary Bayley’s letter under date the 6th Ultimo, I am direct-

od to communicate to you the annexed Extract para. 4, from a Minute recorded by the Right
Honorable the Governor, with an Extract from his subsequent Minute of 3rd December 1858,

and to state, that the Government quite concur with their President as to the expediency of ex-
tending the provisions of the law in question to the Provinces. A discretion should, they think,
be given to the Local Governnients, to introduce it in any towns or localities, where there may in
their opinion, be adequate Agency for carrying it out.

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.

Extract from a Mixure by the Right Honorable the PRESIDENT, dated 13th Novembar 1858.

Para. 4. Great complaints are made of the want of law for enforcing agreements between
masters and servants, and it is asserted that serious inconvenience to families thereby re'sult.
A law, to some extent applicable to this subject, is at present under the consideration of the
L.egislative Council 5 but it is intended to be restricted to the three Presidency towns.

I do not see the objection to making it applicable to the whole country ; but it is certainly
+ Ootacamund. quite as much required at such stations as this,} and in such Settlements as the

Wynaad, as at Madras.

PR

Extract from a MiNuTE by the Right Honorable the PRESIDENT, dated 3rd December 1858,
6tbly. The want of a law to enforce contracts, especially between master and servant was
strongly urged.
The population of Wynaad being small, the Planters are obliged to engage Jabourers from
Mysore, and to make advances in order to induce them to take employment ; these advances are

frequently lost by the desertion of the recipients, and there exists no short and casy method of
‘punishment.

I have already recommended a representation to the Legislative Council on this subject,
when referring to the hill stations, and T would again strongly bring it to the notice of Govern-
‘ment.

Exd. F. Cartledge,




REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

No. 1652.
Exiract from the Minutes of Consultation under date the 11th December 1838.

Read the following papers.
Letter from Major General H, Dowkenr.

Complains of the loss and inconvenience he had
been put to from being deprived of the use and

benefit of the water course rightfully belonging
to him as the proprietor of the Elk Hill, and > (Here enter 12th Nov. 1838.)

reqyuests that under the circumstances stated
orders may be issued for the restoration of the
waler course.

Minute by the Right Honorable the President.

Draws the attention of Government to certain’)
subjects which in the opinion of his Lordship
require immediate attention and action, in order
to secure the well-being of the Hill stations.
Considering the value of these hills to Europeans % (Here enter 13th Nov. 1858.)
in India is of opinion that it is of great import-
ance that they should be placed under such re-
gulations as will preserve them in a state of
salubrity, order and comfort. J

n the above Minute the Right Honorable the President brings before Government certain
subjects which have come under notice during his Lordship’s recent visit to Ootacamund, and
which in his opinion require immediate attention and action in order to seeure the well-being
of the station, and to ensure its future improvement with orderand regularity.

2. These relate first, the laying out and repair of the roads of the station.

2d. The water supply of the Hills.
Aiﬁrd'“ "The erection of Bazars and native villages.
4th,  The necessity for a law to enforce engagements between masters and servants.
5th. Raules for the working of the peat mosses.
“6th. The grant of leases for lands on the Hills.
7th. The complaint of General Dowker respecting the water supply to his house.

8. On the first mentioned subject it appears that the roads require more careful su-
perintendence, and a greater amount of skill'in the method of repairing them. Mr. Fraser
the Acting District Engineer fully aware of the fact has already initiated an improved system, and
the only good portion of the road in the Cantonment is stated to be that formed and repaired
under his immediate superintendence.

4. Of 20 miles of road in the Cantonment, 10 are main arteries, and the remainder though
of less importance are stated to be absolutely necessary, while more roads ave still required. It
would seem that up to the present time these roads have been laid out as occasion required with
little or no order or regularity and many valuable sites for houses have been overlooked. The
Acting District Engineer is fully aware of these errors and is prepared with remedies, but he
would seem to be wanting in adequate professional aid to apply those remedies. It is essential
" . that this aid should be speedily supplied, as every moment that is lost, affords opportunities for
irregularities being confirmed, and makes improvement more difficult.

5. These remarks are equally applicable to the subject of water supply. All the houses
of the Cantonment might be well supplied were the streams and springs properly economized,
and a systematic plan adopted by which the supply to each house would be regulated and charged
for. The Acting District Engineer is prepared with a plan for attaining this.object and all that
he requires, is a small establishment for a few months that would enable him to complete the
survey of the Cantonment, to lay out roads aud sites and a water supply at the same time.

6. The Governor in Council resolves to communicate the above remarks to the Publie
Works Department in order that the Officiating Chief Engineer may be instructed to ascertain
what additional professional aid the Acting District Engineer of Coimbatore may need for the
purposes specified, viz. for laying out the roads, completing the plan of the station, and arranging
the distribution of water and to report how such assistance may be supplied.
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Minute by the Right- Honarable- the President.

Before quitting this Station, I wish to bring to the notice of GGovernment certain subjects,
which in my opinion, require immediate attention and action, in order to secure its well-being,
and to ensure its future improvement, with order and regularity.

1. The roads require more careful superintendence, and greater skill in the method of

repairing them. Mr. Fraser the Acting District Engineer is fully aware of this, and has already
initiated-an improved system which I hope may be continued ; the only really good portion of
road in the Cantonment is one formed and repaired under Mr. Fraser'simmediate superintend-

ence.

There are at present: about 20" miles of ' road ia the Cantonment, 10 of them being main
arteries, and the remainder of less importance, but still absolutely necessary, and more are still
; but up to the present time, these roads have been laid out, as occasion required, with

required
able sites for houses have been overlooked.

little or no order or regularity, and many valu

M. Fraser is fully aware of these errors, and is prepared with remedies ; my reason for now

pointing them out is in order to state, that it is very important, that he should be, if possible,

supplied with safficient professional aid to apply those remedies. Every year, nay every month,

that is lost, affords opportunities for irregularities being confirmed, and makes improvement more

difficult.

9. Thesame observationsare applicable on the subject of water. All the houses of the
Cantonment might be well supplied, were the streams and springs properly economized ; but this
requires that a systematic plan should be adopted, and the supply to each house regulated and
charged for.

Mr. Fraser is prepared with a plan for attaining this object ; and if an establishment could be
allowed him for a few months, he would be able to complete the survey of the Cantonment, laying
out roads and sites, and a water supply at the same time.

3. The bazaars and small native villages require to be placed under Conservancy rules,
and the permission o natives to erect small huts in their gardens, should be restricted.

The Acting Collector Mr. Cherry, is doing his best to improve the state of things, but there
appears to exist scarcely sufficient legal authority to enable the Collector to enforce the neces-
sary regulations.

4. Great complaints are made of the want of law for enforcing agreements between masters
and servants, and it is asserted that serious inconvenience to families thereby result.

A law, to some extent applicable to this subject, is at present under the consideration of
the Legislative Council ; but it is intended to be restricted to the three Presidency towns.

jon to making it applicable to the whole country ; but it is certainly

I do not see the object
and in such Settlements as the Wynaad, as at

quite as much required at such Stations as this,
Madras.

5. The attention of the Board of Revenue should be ealled to the necessity for laying
down some rules for the working of the Peat Mosses.

At present any one is allowed to use them,—or if a grant is given to work them to an in-
dividual, he can do so, as may appear most convenient,—and in consequence there is a liability
of great quantities of this very useful kind of fuel being wasted or lost.

I bave seen, in which one large moss has slipped away, and become entirely
The fuel obtained from them is of intrinsic value, and
he neighbourhood.

One instance,
useless, from being improperly worked.
of increased importance as affording relief to the woods in t

6. 1 think also some more specific and definite course should be adopted respecting the

granting of leases for lands, and I would request attention to a correspondence between Mr.
Thomas and Mr. Scott on this subject, (copies of which can be obtained from the Collector’s

Office), as a proof of the very loose method in which these matters have been conducted.

I have been informed, that the land in question is on the Coonoor Ghat or very close to it,
and that there is some valuable timber on it.
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Ooracamuns, 1314 Novemper 1858, (Signed) HARRIS.

(A true Copy.)

Acting Secretary to Government,
:
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