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No. 18. Read the following letter {from J. D..ROBINSON, Esq., Joint Magistrate of Canara;

to T.. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated
v Tergaum, 12th February 1859, No. 72. o

Sir, .

1. In Extract Minutes Consultation No. 64, dated 18th January, 1859, it is ruled that the

4 prisoners referred to in para. 6 of Mr. Ballard’s letter therein commented on, are entitled under
the terms of the Royal P{'oclamation to cancelment of their sentences and a free pardon.

2, With every desire that Her Majesty's Gracious message of .parddn. should have the

most lenient and liberal interpretation it can bear, I must yet beg respectfully, but earnestly to
solicit the re-consideration of Government in respect of 2 at least out of these 4 particular cases.

8. Mr. Ballard leaving probably the proceedings which accompaﬁied his letter .to explain
the nature of the charges against these men, writes in general terms as follows :

.+ The Convicts in cases 38, 39 and 41, were directly or indirectly concerned in acts of "pri-
vate wrong. The Convict in No. 40 was currently said to have been - guilty- of : murder though
no evidence was procurable on this point, and the record only shows that he-was sometime with
the Bund.” . )

1 cannot say that it appears to me desirable, that any-one of these sentences should :be in-
terfered with.” , .

4. Mr. Ballard’s remarks T am humbly of opinion, place these cases *in a more favorable
light than they either deserve, or he intended they should be viewed in. - The Convict No, 89 is
perhz;ps as turbulenl‘: a ruffian as any who have figured in the recent disturbances.’

5. Trom first to last his name has rung through the country, and although not legally con-
victed of direct murder, he is proved by the records of both.Courts to have been one of the gelect
gang who dragged forth the unfortunate Narayna Shenvy to the place of his assassination and to
have taken prominent part in the barbarities then ruthlessly perpetrated. ]

6. On this count only does he appear to have -been tried and sentenced, but out of nume~
yous outrages ascribed to him by report -there are 'I-beg *to-say *2 other separate and distinet
charges of highway robbery and burglary against him, upon either ofwhi¢h the-evidence already
obtained would suffice for conviction. ' o

7. Oa neither of these did Mr. Ballard it appears-try him, under the idea probably that the
sentence recorded against him on the Ist count satisfied, under the then altered aspect of mattersy
the ends of justice. S « '

8. After long and earnest efforts this man’s apprehension was finally effected on the 4th
October and a reward of Rupees 20 paid to those who had been instrumental in bringing him
to justice. ‘ . '

9. Prisoner No. 38 is another of the most notable villains we have had to deal with during

this crisis. _ - .
10. Although not! implicated as far as has- transpired in any overt act of bloodshed, he is-
yet proved to have taken part in a most flagrant case of burglary and extortion ; to haveacted
as Baba Sawunt’s amanuensis and confidant; to have kept the lists of levies, cash contributions,
and ransoms and _thus been materially instrumental in maintaining 2 good intelligence between
the main body and collateral branches of the Bund.

11. Previously even to the out-break of these disturbances he was known.to and watched.

Ly the Police asa turbulent and unscrupulous rascal, ever ready to promote discord and litigation

. among his neighbours.

12. He too was only finally secured on the Ist October when 2 reward of Rupees 50 was

paid to his capters.

13. The desperate character of bgth these me
the mere rumour of their release has created the live
any degree concerned in the proceedings against them. : ‘ A

14. Captured in the early part of October, Mr. Ballard could no doubt satisfactorily ex*

plain why they were not tried and sentenced until the following month, ‘but in every case the

fact of theic capture in October coupled with the sketch above given of their characters and

1 is so much a matter of notoriety here that
liest consternation in the minds of those in
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(Signed) T, PYCROFT.
Chief Secretary,

Ezd, F, Cartledge,
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