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No. 53. Read the following letter from C, W, READE, Esq., Agent to the Governor of

Vizagapatam; to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint
George ; dated 17th December 1858, No, 78.

SIR,

I have the honor to report to Government my intention to Proceed to Jeypore early in next
month.

2. Jeypore has I believe never been visited by any European Civil authority, but each
succeeding Head of the District has fully recognised the necessity of such visit on every acconnt,

3. Fear of fever the prevailing epidemic of the hills and by repute in particular of Jey-
pore and its neighbourhood has heretofore deterced the Agent from personally acq uainting him-
self with the abuses known to exist in those parts and in consequence any attempt at theip reform
has been almost impracticable_ as an interview with the Zemindar in view to a full and proper
represeatation of those abuses must be a preliminary step to the adoption of measures for their
remedy and correction,

4. The abuses to which 1 refer require no detai here. They are already partially known
to the Government. They affect the well-being and prospérity of the country as well as the
security of both the lives and property of the inhabitants. Traffic is comparatively stagnant
under the operation of a system of taxation levied as dutjes on salt and other articles of trade
passing through the Jeypore country. These transit duties aye very generally farmed out to
renters, thereby leading to oppression and all the numberless evils inseparable from the system.
They are not moreover confined to a single payment on entering the tervitory but are levied as
well on quitting it, and frequently in passing through some of the intermediate Talooks,

5. Crime is unchecked, robberies and murders are perpetrated and remain undeteeted.
There is no Police whatever and no Local authori ty to whom the people can look for redress,
It is true at Goonoopoorum just below the hills there is a Head of Police and a few peons, but
it is only hecessary to advert to theijr inefficiency to perform the duties devolying on them in their
own immediate jurisdiction to shew how utterly unequal they must be to cope with erime at a
distance and beyond the Tange strictly assigned to them. Thus politically and socially the ter-
ritory of Jeypore demands, I think, some radical reform commensurate with the magnitude of the
evils to be put down,

6. The object of my proposed visit is therefore to lay the foundation of that reform after
ascertaining by personal observation the actual extent of the prevailing evils and their real nature,
and then to confer with the Zemindar on the best measures to be adopted for applying the most
fitting and effective remedy.

7. I have reason to be sanguine ofconsiderable success, and after obtaining every informa-
tion regarding the country, its wants and its internal management, I shall be jn a Position to lay
before Government some definite proposal that at all events may be accepted as ihe ground work
of the reformatory measures to be hereafter adopted, and in the carrying out of which it is essen-
tial to secure the Rajah’s willing co-operation and aid,

8. Besides the foregoing important objects, my visit would appear also timely in reference
to the age and infirmities of the Zemindar. His two elder sons are at variance and considerable
rivalry exists between them, the eldest lives with his father, the other at Goonoopoorum, enjoy-
ing a small monthly stipend. That serious disturbanees may be cxpected on the Rajah's death
I have little doubt, owing to the state of feeling between the brothers and to other eircumstances
connected with the social position of the family generally, each is prepared to contend for the
share in the country to which he believes himself entitled and each has his partizans ready to aid
the cause of their respective chiefs, | Purpose to set at rest these feuds and these differences and

between the brothers so as to avert contests and bloodshed
adverted by timely interference and endeavours towards re.
conciliation.

9. I would not recklessly incur 1isk even if prompted by graver considerations than those
I have stated, but since in any other part of the Province similar causes would necessitate the
personal intervention of the Agent, I have felt that my duty is plain and that I ought not to be
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deterred ; and having myself little fear of fever I am desirous of proving to the people at large
how falacious in reality is the spell which at present operates so powerfully to make the hill
country in those parts a sort of ““Zerra incognita” to all"classes. -
10. I do not purpose to compel any of my establishment to accompany mic, I have simply
called for volunteers, and to those who ~answer the call I propose to give « special allowance. =

Diffculties also exist in regard to carriage and to obviate them [ have secured the services of ,

Elephants to carry the tents and baggage &c., and should the sum sanctioned by Government
in Minutes of Consultation in No. 308, Revenue Department, dated 27th July 1855, prove in-
sufficient, as it probably will, I shall take on myself to advance whatever further amount may be
required, submitting for sanction the detailed particulars of all additional charges that may be

incurred. :
’ ‘\ 1

No. 54. ORDER THEREON, No. 1; dated st January 1859.

The Government observe that the Agent should have informed them of his w ish to proceed
to the Jeypoor country in time to have received their instructions on the proposed measure,
before his departure. iz . 3
As it is, they sanction his visit on the understanding that it is to be one of enquiry only and
conference with the Rajah, and that he will take no active steps w1thout theu‘ plc\lOllS know-
ledge and approval.
(Signed) T.PYCROEFT,
Chief Secretary.

Exd. F. Cartledge.
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