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Procecdings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,

Jor the month of December 1859.

Read the following letter from G. THORNHILL, Esq..
1zagapatam ; to T. PYCROFT, .» Chief Secretary to Government,
George, dated 9th December 1859, No. 576.

I bave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Proceedings of Government No. 1617,
28th November 18
by me for the custody of Moorad Khan, and the other individuals suspected of the murder of th

9, directine me to furnish full explanation of the arrancements mad

ate Captain Leycester, and to state, in reply, that, on my arrival in the district on the 5th of
October, I found the three men subsequently committed for trial, and some other of

Leycester’s servants confined in his house, under the Military guard in char

2. The preliminary enquiry conducted by Mr. de and Mr. Vans
complete, and on consultation with those gentlemen, I determined, with the sanction of Go-
vern s to offer a reward for further information, and at the same time we decided wpon con-
fining separately the three men subsequently committed for trial, and on rele sing the otl

dt then became necessary to decide upon the best places in which to secure them,

8. Itisatall tim ionable to place persons merely suspected in a Gaol with con-
wicted felons ; | 1, I applied to Mr. Pelly the Subordinate Judge to ascertain if he could
afford separate accommodation for one or more of them in the Gaol, and, on his replying in the

negative,* I at once gave up all notion of sending
WA Neote from Mr. Pelly is enclosed. either of them there : to have permitted them to

mix with the common hard of prisoners would
fiave put an end to every chance of their divulging any circumstance, connected with the murder.
that they might have been cognisant of ; moreover, the Gaol being at the further extremity ol
the town of Vizagapatam, every time the suspected person was required to appear before a
Magistrate, he would bave had to traverse the crowded streets both in goi i '

4. Failing the Gaol, the only pl
in the town, a very insccure building ;
Laptain Leycester’s house,

Moorad Khan had friends in the town, and the suspicion against him was st

than against the others, I ther leter ed upon leaving him at the house under the Militar

guard; as I considered that by far the most secure place.

6. His two accomplices were removed on the 7th October, and he was confined in a small
square room with one door only open, the second being securely blocked up ; by day he always
wore handeuffs except when taking his food, and at night his feet were secured in stocks.
sentry was always between him and the door, there were other sentries round the house and the
body of the guard composed of a Havildar twelve men, w in the frout verandah. less
than'ten yards from tMe door of the room in qu

7. His food was brought to him by
veleased from the handeufi
guarded by a Naigue and three Privates.
8. 'The guard was visited repeatedly nizht day by the Officer Commandine.the I

N

“ ment and at a later d b_" M“.,i«)l' War , Commandineg t station, and, beine a Mili

itary
guard, their opinion, as to the sccurity of the prisoner, is more valuable than my own, and cer-
taiuly qum“_\' so with that of the (H?itid(ingz lm]\u-r(m‘ of Schools. 1 have the honor to enclose
demi-official notes, addressed to me on the subject by those two Officers and I may add in cor-
Tobomation of their opinion and my own, as to the security of the prisoner, that no attempt at
escape was made by him. Colonel Boulderson was also cognisant of the measares taken, and

& beg to refer to him also for confirmation of these views.

9. " On the Tth Novémber, I received a letter from the General Comm imding
Diwision, objecting to Moorad Khan being left under the sole charge of a Mili
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
Jor the month of December 1859.

19. T request the original enclosares may be returned to me, when no longer required.

No. 44, OrpER THEREON, 24th December 1859, No. 1723.

The Government consider the explanation submitted in the above letter of the arrange-
ments made for the custody of Moorad Khan and of the other individuals suspected of the
murder of the late Captain Leycester, to be entirely satisfactory, and they resolve to communi-
cate this opinion to Mr. Thornhill, and to Sir A, Grant.

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.

Exd, F, Cartledge:
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