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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
Jor the month of December 1859,

Read the following papers : —

No. 19. From Major W. J. WILSON, Acting Commissioner of Police; t» T. PYCROFT,
Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated 19th November 1859,
4 No. 152.

J. Onthe 23rd May 1857, I brought to the notice of Government a case in which the
Railway officials, owing to a wrong construction of Act XVIII of 1854, thought themselves
Justified in apprehending a Brahmin at Amoor in the District of Arcot for a trivial offence, and
in bringing him to Madras for trial.

2. It wasthen ruled by Government that the Railway authorities were not warranted in
so acting, and the praper course to be pursued was pointed out in an Order dated 3rd June 1857,
No. 648, Judicial Department.

3. Since that time it has nevertheless been attempted on several occasions to induce the

Magistrates in Madras to take up cases of offences committed beyond their jurisdiction, and this
lire of conduct is still persisted in although it can lead to no useful result,

4. On or about the 12th instant, it came to the knowledge of the Railway authorities that
the Station Master of Companypet was strongly suspected of having stolen two bags of paddy
which had been entrusted to him for the purpose of being forwarded to Madras per train on
account of a certain merchant,

5. Upon this the Station Master and witnesses were brought down to Madras by the
Railway officials and on the 15th instant taken before T. Ramachendra Row the Deputy Com-
missioner of Police, who at first objected to enter into the matter as being out of his province,
but on being much pressed, he took down the information of the complainant, and subsequently
released the defendant on bail, informing the complainant at the same time that his proper course
was to lay an information before the Magistrate within whose jurisdiction the offence had been
committed.

6. Iam informed by the Deputy Commissioner that the complainant requested. him to

send the defendant before the Magistrate of the Town Police Court for trial on the grounds that
a prosecution in the Mofassil involved much delay and expense.

7. Itis perfectly clear from the Act that the jurisdiction of a Justice of the Peace in
Madras over offences committed in the Mofussil is confined to those punishable by fine, and even
in such cases it could never have been intended to give the Railway authorities power to carry
up-country offenders to the Presidency Towns at their pleasure. Indeed, the contrary has been
ruled by Government in their Order quoted above,

8. The Commissioner of Police would not hesitate to apprehend any person accused of
having committed felony in the Mofussil and who had escaped to Madras, but this is a very

difierent thing from sending for the accused to Madras, and then taking him before the
Commissioner.

9. T bave the honor to request that Government will be pleased to issue such Orders as may
prevent the recurrence of such a proceeding as that in question.

Referred to the Consulting Engineer for report.
Fort Sarnt Gnoncn,l (Signed) T. PYCROFT,

93rd November 1859.) Chief Secrelary.

No. 20. From Captain C. C. JOHNSTON, Consulting Engineer for Railways: A
PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Sccretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated 12th
December 1859, No. 297.

Railway Department.

On receiving the Order of Government dated 23rd November 1859, on a letter No. 152,
o
of the 19th idem, from the Acting Commissioner of Pclice, [ requested the Agent to inform me
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No: 21, ORDER THEREON, Qard December 1859, No. 1709.

The Government see no reason to take exception to the proceedings of the Railway Com-
pany in the case referred to in the Consulting Engineer's communication.

7
:

(Signed) T.PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.

Exd, F. Cartledge.
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