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Procecdings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
SJor the month of December 1859.
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Statement shewing the particulars of cases of gang and highway robbery committed in the Dis-
trict of Tinnevelly during the 2nd quarter of 1859. ' '
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(Signed) V. H. LEVINGE,

ENCAUSEY,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
Jor the month of December 1859.
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No. 21. From J. FRASER, Esq., Acting Magisteate of Cuddapah ; to the Private Secretary
to the Honorable the Governor, dated 27th September 1859.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 19th Instant, wherein I am
requested to explain, for the information of His Excellency the Governor, the reason of the
increase of serious erime in this District in the 2nd quarter of 1859 ; the measures taken for
the apprehension and conviction of the eriminals ; and the success attending those measures. [
should have answered this letter sooner, but that I have been much engaged in business since
its receipt ; and I now take advautage of a native holiday to reply to it.

The crimes of gang and highway rebbery, particularly the former, are chicfly confined to
the frontier Talooks of Chitwail and Budwail which touch WNellore ; Poslivendlah Cuddy
Muddenpilly which adjoin Bellary and Mysore ; Goorrumcondah which abuts on North Arcot;
and the crimes of this sort committed in the Sub Division considerably out-number those that
occur in the Principal Division. Thus the gang robberies reported in the Ist guarter of 1859,
are, including attempts, 14 in the Sub, 2 in the Principal Diwnsion ; in the 2nd quarter, 16 in the
Sub and 6 in the Principal Division.

For the same period the highway robberies, inclading attempts, are, in the Principal
Division 8 and 15, against 5 and 11 in the Sub Division.

The increase observed by His Excellency in the 2nd quarter of 1859, is chiefly in highway
robberies in the Talooks of Chitwail and Budwail, where 9 are reported ; the value of property
alleged to have been stolen being under 100 Rupees. For this increase I really caunot account.
I am aware of no cause which will satisfactorily explain it. The Police have not been less
vigilant, or rather more negligent than usual ; provisions have not been dearer ; nor have
vagrants of suspicious character been more abundant in the District than before. The jungly
nature of many of the roads in this District render highway robberies particularly easy of com-
mission, and difficult of detection. Stringent orders have always been issued to the different
Heads of Police to exert themselves in the discovery of the criminals, and search has been made
for them ; but beyond these, no other measures have been resorted to ; I did not jssue any offers
of reward, for I do not believe in their efficacy. Indeed, in a case of highway robbery that
oceurred last month close to Cuddapah, rewards to the amount of 500 Rupees for the Sirdar of
the gang and 100 Rupees for each member have been sanctioned by the Foujdari “Adalat,
and proclaimed, without the slightest effect : in addition, every effort for detection by sending
parties of peons on pursuit on all sides, has hitherto been fruitless.

In the matter of gang robberies, the number, including attempts, being for the whole
District 22 against 16 in the previous quarter, eflorts to detect have been equally unsatisfactory,
though the Heads of Police have been stimulated by repeated orders, both from the Joint

Magistrate and myself, to exert themselves,
3

As to results, in two of the cases of gang robbery in the Principal Division, the parties
arrested by the Head of Police were committed to the Sub Criminal Court, and sent on to the
Sessions Court, where they were released. In regard to one of these, I must express my surprise
that there was ro convietion. The prisoners were caught in the act of committing the robbery
by the villagers, and had some of the stulen property in their possession at the time of being
apprehended. They confessed the crime before the Head of Police, and he, as such confessions
are looked on with much suspicion by the Courts, and as I happened to be in the neighbourhood
at the time making the settlement of the talook, begged me to hear what the prisoners had to
say. I accordingly allowed them to make a statement before me, which was to the effect (hat
their confessions before the Police were genuine, and neither wheedled nor extorted from them ;
and they named all their accomplices and described the manner in which the robbery took place,
and how it had been planned. I appended a note of this to the record, nevertheless they were
released unconditionally. No cases of gang robbery were committed from the Sub Division,
and the same persons were brought before the Heads of Police as concerned in them, they were
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3. 1 beg also further to explain that 9 out of the cases, are ordinary cattle stealing cases,
mostly of a few sheep only, of a light character ; though orders of 6th April 1830 of the Fouj-
dari “Adélat require such to be entered under the head of gang robbery. Of the remaining
¥ casss, about two-thirds are light cases, of gang and highway robbery, and only one-third of a
i serious or heavy character. :
| 4. The chief causes are, the prevailing and long continued high prices of all means of
{ sustenance to the lower classes, after 4 successive bad years, during which the average rain in
[ the district, (on which crops and prices depend) was only 20 inches, and the crime has chiefly
been confined to 3 Talooks, where a large number of these poorer classes, addicted to gang rob-
bery, reside. ¢ Koravers, Valiers, Pullers,” &e.

5. Every effort has been made, and with some success, to apprehend the perpetrators; and
? . the Heads of Police have been stimulated to use their utmost efforts to check the evil now de-
) precated. The very inadequate pay of most of the village Police, is also another cause of laxity
of surveillance by them. .

—_——

Memorandum showing the number of cases of gang and highway robberies commilted during.the
152 and 2nd quarters of 1859, in the District of Coimbatore.
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2. ’- rjn rep]y, 1 submit 0—1 ‘l
memo. shewing the actual re j S
which it will be seen, that, tho ‘ TN : TR x st LR
the two qnart,ers' tak;n togaﬂh e 2 =y AN Coimbatore, Magistrate's Office, } - (Signed) E. B. THOMAS, .
. ik i ' - 4th October 1859, ' Magistrate..
B
LR :




PR T A . N

| measures,
I X X\
: - Cuppapan—Mr.
believes to be accidental
-
et e f
o .

PSS
s b e

Proceedings of the A
fo"m

1st quarter of 1836,
2nd do. of

Srd do. of s
4th do. of ‘s

1st quarter of 1857.

2nd do. ‘of Sy

3rd do. ol
4th do. of

st quarter of 1858,
nd do. cof

.

3rd do. of¥s;
4th do. ‘of"

Ist quarter of 1859,

Ind do. . of i

Co1MBATOKE, ¥
4tk October 1859, §
No.23.  MmuTe by

On a perusal of the

‘ -
Cuddapah. . " &
Coimbatore.

Tinnevelly,  , ©

taken for the appre h

X " a . o o I NI

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
for the month of December 1859

B e

lity to such erime, and that the present ill-constituted Police can never be expected to cope
efficiently with it. He complains that in one case, justice was not done to the prosecution by
the Sessions Court, which had released a number of prisoners, who had fully and freely confessed
before himself. ‘ A
Conysatore,—Mr, Thomas pleads four successive bad years, and the inadequate pay of
the Village Police. ; '
TrxxEvELLY.—The explanation of Mr. Levinge is an extraordinary one, he states that of

all the cases entered as ‘‘ gang robbery,” only one was really so; the others being merely

viotous disputes among the villagers; ‘on a periodical division of the village crops. And as to

« highway robbery,” it appears that every charge of the kind, however false and frivolous,

and though dismissed as such by the beads of Police, is nevertheless entered in the quarterly
return as an instance of serious crime, 3 {
The attention of the Faujdari ‘Adalat should be called to this disclosure. If such a prac-

tice as this prevailsin Tinnevelly, it may prevail in other Districts, thus rendering the general

return of erimes deceptive and untrustworthy.

(Signed) C. E. TREVELYAN.

No. 24 Mixure by the Honorable W. ELLIOT.

This is not the first time such an explanation has been received as that given by Mr.
Levinge. The occurrence of 50, 60 and 80 crimes of the nature generally understood as high-
way and gang robberies, in 2 single province every quarter, would argue a state of society
utterly disorganized and a general state of insccarity of person and property, which certainly is
not the case in any of the four Districts referred to. The classification and definition of offences
in the returns requires revision. ; ' '

(Signed) WALTER ELLIOT.

No. 25. Mixure by the Honorsble W. A. MOREHEAD.
The returns are deceptive. They eall for careful revision.

(Signed) W. A. MOREHEAD.

No. 26. OrpER THEREON, Srd December 1859, No. 1634

1. An examination of the returnsof gang and highway robberies, submitted by the In-
spector General of Mofussil Police for the 2nd quarter of 1859, makes it clear that some more
definite rules for the classification and definition of these crimes are very necessary.

2. TItis obvious that, to be of any practical value, these statements must all be prepared
upon one system.

3. At present there is reason to believe that cases are entered in some of the returns which

- ought to have been excluded, and which find no place in others, and that the general results are, *

in consequence, deceptive and untrustworthy.

4. Among those entered as serious crimes, may be mentioned petty squab-

Gang robberies. bles—riotous disputes among villagers connected with division of crops or

8 grain, or cultivation of waste lands, or regarding contested rights in respect to
houses or other property—family quarrels—and charges dismissed as false.

5. The object of these returns is to obtain information as to the number of gang and highway

robberies, properly so called, excluding all casses which are not strictly of that character, and all

which have been dismissed as false and malicious by the Coarts, by the Magistracy or by Heads
of Police.-
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6. Magistrates will be careful in future to revise the Jists before submitting them.

7. A copy of the Minutes should be sent to the Court of Fauzdiri "Addlat with these re-
marks, and the Judges should be requested to take measures for ensuring accuracy in the Dis- -
trict lists upon which their general annual return is framed. It is very possible that errors

which have occurred in one District, and the Government refer more particularly to Tinnevelly,

may be found to exist elsewhere. 3
8. Copy of thess Proceedings will be circulated to all Magistrates. i)
(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.
.
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