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. Proceednws qf the Madras Government Judicial Department‘, v -
;o , - for the month of November 1858, S : G

Read the foliawinu papers : — A » o .

) ‘Né. 30. To His Excellency the Rxght Honorable the Governor of Fort Wﬂham at ’\Iadra&

 Sayva Souprayanaiker of Vannya caste, residing-at Pondicherry,.and acting for the mhabl-_
M tants of the-same caste of the said place; has the: houor with, profound respect to represent to. oy
yO\l' L . . - '» . '..',"," ' . »
- That in this clty, the Vannyers and the Weavers have for-a long time becn subJected toun- - -k
FA e 4B 30 o tunate vicissitudes and to’ great Liaw suits: concerning: their: troplnes their-standards, their ’
S * arms and'their masks; on the ‘occasion of the festival of Kandasachetty- during which the very: '
pele N4l homble ceremony of thie, massacre of a gxant ‘named: Sourin is madés . .- -

et -

o . Ata dxstzmce of fifteen miles from Pondmherry, near the Vxﬂao'a of Maylon, Dtsmct of -

o e *Tindivanum, a- dependency of Cuddalore, tliere is, upon a mountam, a temple consecrated:to the ‘

} divinity named Soupramannya. With the design of conveying at ﬁrst-accordmv to custoni-the

e B said trophies,"&c. ; into this temple of Maylon, Mouthamodely of weaver caste, residing at Pon- ~ -

dicherry, insinuatedihimself'into the favor. of the monk, head of the monastery of Pommayapa]-;_'

‘com, and Director of the temple of Maylon.- They both in concert easily gained the friendship

. of the Tahsildar, the Moonsiff: and the Pattimanagar. of the said village, after making thema -

o - ‘solemn feast, accompanied with rich presents, such as garments and money. Being thus become

~ their favoume, the said. Mouttmmode]y assembled tocetber with much haste all the Jveay exs of
his caste, made them dxsguxse themselves and take all sorts of trophies, &c., and at last he had
"the boldness:to consummate last year the horrible slaughter of the said giant Sourin, during the S
festival of Candassachetty. He' thought by this that for the future this custom would take B

" place without any obstacle at Pondicherry. [t:was a-custom which did'not exist up to this time

. 4n the country’of. Maylo'n, and. whieh gives place to some very certain disturbances (revolutions.)

v Every body. was saying that fresh troubles would no more break out in the world under the

L ~ ‘most just reign of the Queen Victoria.. But very soon a rumcur of popular commotions spreads

" itself in all the countries, since on the 31st October-1859, the said Mouttiamodely wnh the wea-

{ vers of his caste is going. to perform as in_last year the same ceremony,.

AT X S provveiye

" Your Excellency will Havethe. oeodn«ess to_make a: strict mqmry from all:the mhahxtants o . ;
‘and from all the old men in the environs of Maylon, if it  be written in: any, tabléts- of stone ot ‘ - ¥
_ : “copper, oreven:in any. Deed that' what has:lately. occurred- upon. the mountain; of Maylon has R
‘ . . taken plkce at a period other. than: that- in: the pastiyear.. It is then that. your Excellency will '
’ " very well know that it.was a custom altogether contrary-to allithe castes, and. especially to all
" the Vannyers: If this custom.was a reasonable one, would it not be publicly. performed in Pon-
, dicherry where they reside ?-. And why does he; the chief of. the rebels and.an inhabitant of
A Pondicherry; give.rise to so many disturbances in‘the Enohsb territory 2. Besides that, this very.
horrible act would so provoke the anger of all the V'mnyersf that, they would not rest-till they:
‘TOse agamst thase unjust weavers. ..

R - The Vannyers are a warlike- people; they would: not be. the: first to commit.an un]ust act,

@4~ and théy would exterminate;. root- and braach, all those. who outrage-them, - This is-perfectly
v - well known to all the world:. As this great slaughter of Sourin will bemade towards night-upon R
~™ the moutain of Maylon, there’ will. follow in effect, between the Vaunnyers and the weavers, a -
" desperate.combat which will. not be easily. put.down. - Itis not even known to what point
they-will carry: their. cruel vengeance. And how will an infinite number ‘of people who. have
arrived.with. there. children for. the. celebration of the festival of the God Soupramannyer,be able -

A to flee to save themselves in that moment of peril? DPerhaps they will all deserve. the inevita-

. ‘ble death. of the. lnhdbxtants of Trlchmopoly upon the mouutam of the same name, durmv a
festwal of the God. : :

Considering that it is nearly fifteen: yearsago. that, .for. the least offence ‘against the usual”
custory in the: town of \ Sidambarom, a sanguinary war arose between the Vannyers and Vellajas
which:the:English- Government did not then the. less trouble itself in endeavouring to appease
ghem, and to dcln er the other people from the danner which thrcatened them. '
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SJor the month o}' .Novémber 1859.

R
. s
.
-
- L
WLy —a

v Conside_ring' that 1t has often happened in a timeo immemorial, that, if o king established o, = - ‘
new law in his kingdom for the general interest of his subjects these rebelled sguinit him, bee 5 7

" Proceedings of the Madras Govérnment, Judicial Department,

Co

* lieving that he invented something obnoxious to there welfare,

* Considering that vthev_Gov_fe'mineni also causes the discontinuance of & practice much in use ’ o
.. .among the Indians, when it occasions discord and a war between the various castes:— - . ’ L
- Your Excellency will be ‘pleased to reprimand the insensate audacity which the weavers .

Principal Collector of =~
lon to at once prevent ..~
lest the chief of the rebels and,

_ 'Cud_dalore, in order that he may, on his part, direct the Tahsildar of May
Call dangerous inaovations which may offend any caste .Whatever,
slso his subordinates merit a signal punishment by the Enpglish G,

[

"+ This deing, will be justice. - -

. Poxpichtrry. Signed) SAYVA S0 a e , -
904k Octoler 1850, | - Bigned) SOUPRAYA, e
. St J 4.'('_1'11'110 translation.). . e '! _f‘:' R

AR - (Signed) W. KOMARECK,
o Forwﬁrded to thccmef Secretary to Government,

_ L A R v By order, e ‘_'

. Govermuzxt Iovst, } . ~(Signed) D.F. CARMICHAEL, - -

o - 22nd 0610587‘ 1358 S ' Private Sztcrefary.,l "_:‘ o :

"y Referred for the report of the Magistrate of South Arcst. SRR S

T ,‘FOB.T SAiNI‘ GEOBGE,“ - P ’ (Sigﬂed) T..PYCROFI“; : . .

L.\ @5th October 1.859..’.1},-, ‘ . Chief Secratary.. .

‘e

. 'No.'3_1, : E:mu'i._ARTHUB. HATLT, Euq., Magistrate of-"Sout.h‘ Arcot ; to T. PYCROFT,. ‘
‘ - Eaq,, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Cuddalore, 9th Novem-.
. ber 1859, No. 24, e . S .
A Y L R B

IR, In conformity. with the endorsement passed under date ‘25th_U1t.imo, by Order of qu'em;

n the grounds of thejr being an innovation upon established.
y Qﬁ'cngive ta the people of the Vanyen caste, I have the honor .
: year ut any hindrance Or opposition

.. mony” is merely a Iugg figure stuffed with straw which the people destroy

re by means of wooden'
. swords and small bq_wu, Utterly useless for offensive purposes, R rooden

. _ ‘ , ‘an opinion- that ‘the sham perfor~

- mance of the ceremony of killing the giant will lead to riot or a hostile ‘encounter bttw::i the
sects of oil mongérg and weavers as apprehended by the Petitioner . : ‘

' 6. On the occasion of the festival being kep§ last year with the giant ceremony, the Tahsil<

_dar enquired from the oldest residents at Mylum whether thers wag any objection to the festival’

-

- and ceremony being renewed, when they stated that there was none, : , g

e e,

& very horrible cere-. S ' 3
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s L Prweedinj: of the Madras Gov‘ernmen?, Judfc'al DeP?’tme"f"
iR L , for, the month of November 1859, - ?
g e o bt thoy Barg bl
Es .. 7. None of the people of thg Vanyen casteac.tunlly live atthhllyi-uu:ivﬂuof Kzniga‘ Thgy
) e choultrf there for the convenience of persons attending the monthly fes Sooonnes
’:_ T  chiefly live at Pondicherry. - T R _~deh>_. . -Vt’h&
8 I notified to the Petioner through Hi Excelony the Goveror of Pandichery, e
A A s presence was required before me, but although my wish was ma'de k_nowg ‘ im e
é | .” S agreed to come, he has never yet appeared. ' |
i “ ; " No. 32, .. Ospmm Tg:anN, '231‘;1 Nov:em.ber 1859? NoT}isghio ) trata will m'tﬁat' : :
'.'i ! b4 . The Government perceive no necessity for their mtprfe;ence, e gu i o
R U . . ei . . ) " . . ] . .o , . P
f T .t‘he p'ﬂ.lceuprelﬁr?l = - (Signed) ' T. PYCROFT, . ' ‘
? o e L S © Chief Secretary.
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