E e

Soa T - vl
e i

. e i

. MR0. 1-85,000-16-10-93.

o e P

as

Government o

Madr

 Not 1o be folded:




R

-, No. 25. Read the foliowing Petition:— ' : o

Vo
a
L
1
-
i
'
H

.
NPUUPUIREC o g aad —— Mw.Nw“—W“W\MNHJM N

‘Proceedings of the Madras Govpernment, Judicial Departnent,
- for the month of November 1859. |
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His Excellency the Honorable Sir C. .. TREVELYAN, . c. B ’ o
A - & &e. &.

Governor of Fort Saint George, and its Dependeacies.

- : The humble Memorial of Margaret Jane Alex-
ander, Widow of the. late Serjeant Major ’
‘ A _ Samuel Alexander of His Ilighness the Ra-
. , . ‘ , . jah's Nair Brigade, and an Out-pensioner of
' Chelsea Hospital. : ST

Most HuMBLY SHEWETIL : L

That Memorialist's busband died on the 9t of May last; leaving herself, o child and 4 other -
male children aged 5,9, 11 and 13 years of age by a former marriage, to deplore his loss, that
according to Military usage Memorialist believes (though she is of a different opinion in the
present instance, owing to the deceased having been & pensioner of Her Majesty's Army) the
. ' ] .' pommandant of the Nair Brigade, Colonel
Captain g‘i&;. L’J':l ﬁggge”r”' Faunce, convened 8 ACommittee., composing of
:: ‘Plagfair, 3Wh C. L. Infaniry. the following F)Bicers of the Brigade,* for th'o
Doing duly with Nair Brigade. purpose of takiog an Tuventory of the deceased’s
R ) : cflects. . o
o, Memorialist deeply regrets that she should be under the painful pecessity of bringing to
- your T xcellency's notice, the conduct and behaviour of ooe of these Officers, particularly Captain
Playlair, whose President Captain Daly, Memorialist considers ‘equally culpable, in having per-
,mitted'mchtproceé]iﬁg'md’l\IemotiaIIit will mow tako the liberty to state it as concisoe as
possible. ) o ‘ ' ‘ _ o '
3. On the morning of the 10th of May, (whilst deceased was yet anburied) between the
hours of 8 and 9 A. M., thes® gentlemen entered the house, and: Captain Playfair on seeing mY
father, called and asked him, if deceased left a Will, he was answered in the negative; Captain
Playfuir then said, he came to take an Inventory, and asked Memorialist for the keys, which ina
few instances were complied with, but the repeated calls for them were 80 annoying heartrending
and painful to Memorialist and her friends’ feelings, (and that whilst she was bedewing her husband
with tears) that Memorialist’s father, desired ber to withhold the keys, and represented to the
. . Members, that he:was Yery much excited owing 1o his having lost his
* o7th April 1850.. - mother® at Madras only & fortnight ago, which circumstance, added to
' . the present bereavement, had quite unsettled him. '

4. Here Memorialist would beg mpeCqully to observe, that her mother was in an advanced

state of pregnancy, and consequently unable to be present on the occasion, and her father was

vréquested to send her away cither to her mother’s or & nejghbouﬁng widow's, but her father an-
ticipating the result of such a proceedings added considerably to his feelings, and positively refused

" {0 remove Memorialist, and observed that it was not ususl with East Indians to do so0. N
_ 5. None of these remonstrances scerm to bave had any efect, especially with Captain Playfair, .
and jealous apparently of bis authority, he still “continued demanding the keys: her father then. ’
‘begged that he might refer to the. British Resident, (the distance of »deceuged's house being about o
half a mile only from the Residency) to this request, her father was told by Captain Playfair, that =~ '
¢ the resident had nothing to do with ity he came by order, and must have tbe keys,” but when ‘
he found that Memorialist fefused the keys at her father's suggestion, be {breatened to break open

. the boxes &¢., and called for & blacksmith who was present. ' L :

G. The side-board being then open, Captain Playfair ordered a few things to be taken out

for Inventory, and on seeing this, ber father desired her a second’ time to withbold the keys,

telling her, that the Government could never have intended such outrageous proceediogs on the
part of their Officers, and tbat he would bring it to notice.’ \ I ' -
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- DProceedings of the Madras Giobemiﬁeﬁt, Judicial Dép ¢
v O o ; ariment
Sor the. month of November 1859 ,
7. Such inhuman and ungentlemanl i ' ‘
- Su : Y proceedings seemcd to h i
;hchPrfB‘Jdcnt Captain Dg]y, and the other Member Captain Staign:;ol:nllje;mghtf-af lf“t’ with
. a.t er's ;deas of tl'le condnct of Captain Playfair as a British Oﬂic;r‘ "urgashe;‘:lfl)r;)acll_"t s and her
::J];ubt:hconvem:znon eusued. b.et\:veen them, and the result Vwas, that the whole of tElllef} . A fow
. nd doom (w e‘re Memorialist’s wearing apparel &c., were,)'were sealed, the corp © .lln.mum
... Dall, and a ,'F".mg guard placed : the Committee then left the bouse. - : OYPE tillin th'o '
8. . Their precipitate exit led Memorialist and her father to suppose, that n;ith f theso t
H 4 iLther o ese |

_gentlemen were fully acquainted with the duty on which they were deputed, neith uld
g €r could the !

2 Locals be supposed to be s0, whilst th i
Catalos o ‘ | at of the other impressed our minds, that he wag equally )

———————

9. "Such have been ‘tbe'r cedings o .
‘ 9 Vo proceedings of the Oficers of th i
_ ?f their own Sepeunt Major, (an European) who was then a cz g
in connercn?n fv;th thg Brigade 13 years, and drilled 13,00 recruits into the effectijv: . .
whose character stood high 1n the estimation of hise:ugsri‘z:v(l)c&, .
: , cers,

“both in the DBorderers and .
. th .
- attached, . ° ,N;m', B'f’g“de’ as per testimonialy

Brigude towards the widow
Tpse only 17 hours, and who wag+

o 1.

) 10, In due course the Committee pr ' . o L

s S e e i gt s e

e B o e by i o b maring . Febrary 165, e

.. . . noreply was . {\ o geceased for /?'er-perl_onal use, in an oflicial, t,o Whiih |
"_"if any is to be given, ‘ o il b 'ent,g aznd, el:::tvelrlbal. Intimativn by the Commtmdam, that
anq the sale of the eﬁ'gcts was. advertized ‘onftv)ro zzmx;i:n:a;ur:fufi her ;’y the Commandant,

' ticular request with the Resident, o icially « oy oy % her father's par. -

o No 2 '

Mo, 3. directed to ent, officially ; and the Commandant v
' apply to the Mili retal oo Ancant was
RV tions, - PRy T fhe Military Secxfetu_;" to Goverumeut for instruc. .
11. On the 23rd of May las o
e u e_£3x"dnofmhj:ty la;it. the .C(?mmzmdant addressed the Military Secretary to G .
o 4 emorialist has not - the means of furnishing a cOpyoiel::; .

. begsto atta nly
J;s: 185;. ch that Qfﬁcers rfply to the Con

3 | | imandant, dated the 152 .
S ]2, _:Pricfrv to Memorialist's fa;ther receiving a ;:opy of the reply | et
. B :

: . P d on L. .
a communicatio an receipt by h
ion from the Commandant's writ Pt by him of .

- No. 5. th ‘ ) er, intimati :
R ., ‘h::ﬁ‘::d(;lth the e.xcepvtion of the jewels) by order of :}ift}seﬁe of .
No. G , e aga ressed the Commandant officially on the 24th June to kn ’

o . ] Xnow

. the result of hig relerence to the Go

~ him, and furnisheq only on the %:;@ment, which was kept aw

N . - ‘l“’ ) a fr ‘
" éls receipt, and even the 2o

‘  thien through his writer, and unattested ,_Ju@f some 20 days perhaps after |
18" The Commandant himielf would & C _ ,
. ceedings -iu ‘the Estate mat

2 matte : .
Administrator General, 3 Ij, and reuovad upon addressing the

Int this comm;nication fie ha o '
, th nmu e has clearly set f ‘ ‘
as regards th ) Y set forth the whole of th i T
«“ ]ery'(foundﬂiie:hwl;]al property clnlmed, as be says, “ but the widow he part{cular,, especially
ed to request i ¢ f)use) as her personal property, valus from 340 - Clalmcda,]l the jewel.

. S rorequest lustructions as to the future distribution only of the re to.«')o Rupees ;’
¥o. 8. : L. RN e A malaing effects,

14, The rep! o Administrator Genee
o o y of the Administrator Ge

. L \dmi] n
deceased's wido mdu? of the gbove Estate should e di"ded‘fml i
, dow, and two-thirds to the children.” - CHCE one-
13, Memorialist’s construction” of ¢, )
part, or‘tbat whiqh is LEFT,
Commandant himself),

Do d appear - to have been j ' ' :
No. 7. 0 1n a non-plus as to further pro-

" and seem.

eads thus, « {he re-
third thereof to the

this repl.y Lias been as fol

. : ollo

. after the clazpz of the widow's personal pr:;’a
ut the Commandant's construction being at vari

the residye or rem‘.“."_”g~
ey, (as intimated by the
ance, led him again to ad-

-

ffbebééidihgk of the M d-(AIIrbz.z.s‘Governhwn‘tl; Judicial Depariment,
S for. the month of November 1859. "

“vertize the sale of the E |
- : ’ under whose instructions Memorialist believes, the Commandant was
acting, and with.whom her father was then in communication, as

- well as against Memorialists Protests.

No. 9&10 witb.rqolz;a.

16. The Resident Stntcs as follows to her father : ¢ I do not see there i-l_any great hur‘ry‘

. “about the sale of jewels,

“ for delay to dispose of them."
morning of the sale, butin total disregard tothe British Resident's sentimenls, the Commandant

ealled @ second time to the sale-room (as if in defiance)and authorized the sale in his presence on .

“the 4th Instant. oL o
~ 17, A recent case published in the Fort Saint George Gazette of the 17th June last, viz.
(hat of a Mr. Chambers, a pensioned British Subject, and who died at Palghat, confirms Memo--

rialist's impression, that the Commandant’s interference in the case of the deceased Serjeant Major, -

was quite uncalled for, particularly after the reply from the Military Secrelary to Government,
. and not, Memorialist believes, allowable even under the Military Code of Regulations, as regards
" ITer Majesty's pensioned British Subjects. ’ C : :

18. The Civil Judge Mr. Cook, in this im't.ance, took ;chgi'ga' of the Estate, but did not sell
it outright as ihe Commandani has done, aund that in  the short space of 2 months, but advertized

the Effects, and called upon. the heir or heirs within 12
. " Memorialist humbly presumes should bave been dope with the Effects in question, if it was

~ deemed necessary, though the heir or heirs were on the spot, in the present instance.

19.  During the que;tion of the claim of péraonal property, the Resident deemed it proper

~— o autoTiZethe sl o the livestocks a pair -of bullocks, . an
" - a'large hay-stack and sowe planks, and Memorialist believes, without the usual Notification on

such occasions, and which s ‘ . ! |
value, and purchased by the Commandant's writer, who professes tobe a cabinet maker also.
120, -Another irregulnr{ty has takeh place in the sale of the Effects, viz., the propef't.y of
};riéaia individuals, of various depcriptions, especially those of the Comzrmndant'! writer, tbe_
consequence of which has been, that several of the atlendants left the place, and thus the property
S " of the deceased (whose property alons was notified tor sale as per accom-
No. 11,
S ‘ have been the case under other circumstances. ‘ _
. "21." - After the demise of Meworiulisl's husband, the children by the first marriage aged
9, 11, and 13 years of age (males) as well as her own daughter, were suddenly thrown on her
father's protection, (the youngest cbild by former marriage living with a widow for atime) who is
in somewhat straitened circumstances, having to educate a son at Madras in the Doveton College,

and who has recently been a

© ‘quest made.

. No. \_1'2.7
o " the * North British Daily Mail” on the subject of * a wife's chest of
N NO. 13, ..

" '93., Under these painful circumstances, Memorialist respectfully “implores pardon for in,-
e, and taking into consideration the services of ber de--
dered to the Government by her Grand Fathers and

truding on your Excellency’s valuable tim
_patte(l husband, as well as the services ren

_Uncles, one of tke former of whom was a British Commissioned Officer Captain Thos. 1tobson,

~ 26th Reglment N. L, both in garrison and field, your Excellency would be graciously pleased - ‘ ) A

fects, fncluding the jewellery, against the wishes of the British Resident

and I have nodoubt Colonel F. will atteid to any request of your's
This was read over by her father to ‘the Commandant on the -

NONTHS to prefer their claim, which-

d -advantage was also taken to scll +

he understands (the ha(y-;tack and planks) were sold wnder their -

panying notice) has not perhaps sold to that adventage, which might

dmitted in the Volunteer Guards, rendered it necessary, (inasmuch -
as the ‘Estate was more than solncnt) to request the Commandant for pecuniary 'assim)mce P
L LT Memorialist begs respectfully to'attach that Officer’s reply, to the re-

© 99 Memorialist humbly takes the liberty to transmit herewith, an Extract copied from

drawers,” in which it will be clearly perceived by your E:_:églléhcy;'
. that'Memorialist is peifectly justifiedin her claim to personal property. -




Proceedijzgs of the Madras Govemment, udicial Dep
" for the month of November 1859, =

to render her Justicé, and lfof wh_ich act of kindp
- the deepest obligation, and shall ever ray,

artmenf,

[ N

ess, Memorialist will ever consider heryelf under

-~ (Signed) MARGARET JANE ALEXANDER,

- Widow of the lute Serjeant Major Samuay
Alezander of . 1. the Rajal’s Ngjy Brigade,
our Excéllency's information that ler father
eral for his opinion in th
the Teply received from that Officer

25. i Merr(oria]istf: father addressed the British Resident, and that

~ cated with the Administrator General,
_ . respectfully to transmit berewith,
26. Thus your Excellenc :
legal claim being ad
the matter, 3

and the eccempanying is

gentleman communi-
whose reply Memorialist begs

y's Lfemo]:ialjst has waited 4 moaths, and finding 'ﬁo hope of hef
justed, earnestly entreats your Excellency’s kind interference and orders in

—

. ‘(Sigu‘ed) "MARGARET JANE ALEXANDER.
_ Transfel_'red to the Judicial Department. . ‘
. (Signed) - 11, LIARSHALL; Colonel,
o Ag. Secy. to Govt.. ity, Dept.

I“ort.‘Sa‘in.tﬂGeorge, }
- 28th September 1859.
. . No.3u8of18s,
*+ "Ordered to be forwardeq to the

- Fort Sa|int George, } ,
15th October 1859,

Oﬂﬁcinting Resident for report,

‘-

JU\.-(,L. R
—_—

B)’_-O_[@crn e PR
~(Signed) L. FORBES, -
Deputy Secre?ary to Gorernmens,

No. 6. From Major H. DRURY, Travancore and

T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George,
vandrum, 2ndrNobvember 1859, No. g2, ) ' .

. Agreeably 1o the Order of Government on Petition,
1859, 1 have the honor to report ‘that it would appear
. ; . Alexander, an’ effective Serjeant Major in the service of the Rajah’ of
‘vav'avncog'e,» hn?jng died at Trevandrum, in May last, the Officer Comm}lnding Nair Brigage,

usages of the service . (the same custom being observed here

a Committee to assemble at deceased’s quarters,
fects, ) .

Assistant Resident in charge, Cochin; to

dated Tre-

b IIereu;il/t refurned,

a3 in Her Majesty's Army,) ordered

for the pur-
pose o.f taking an Invehtory of the o CTT

¥ and Playfair,

bat has no besitation in
ed to them iy undeserving and untrye,

. ' tee, in pursuance of orders, assem
 they found the widow of the Serjeant and ber father,

give him the keys, in order to secure the property,
uently entirely withheld. The C

' 8. The Commit bled at the deceased’s quarters, wl;eré
Captain Playfair requested the latter to
—@request which was only complied with in

ommittee had then no alternative, but to sea}
up.the property in the best'wgy they could and leave the house, especially as the widow persist-

.ed in remaining in the house, a proceeding both objectionable and irregular.  Colonel Faupce

then having informed the Resident what had been elready done, the latter authorized the former
to take formal charge of the Estate, ' . ‘ - .

4. The following day, at the especia]lrequ‘est of Memoria]ist'a father,
take away, for her own use, : ;

she was permitted to
a considerable amount of property, She subse

quently asked for the

]

" *'jn permitting M emorialist to r

A e e A U, . ’ ra- -
- fectly correct and propet man: :l:-o Administrator General, Memorialist's statements in these para-.

ot o st

ceedi of the Madras. Government, Ju_d;czal» DEPUTW‘?"?
as i€ : pernm | g ,_
L 'Pmcc"e‘mé for the month qof. Nove;mber_\l‘859. ,

W"‘N‘

A i

- L R ) 't'Aléx'mderha.vingle n

. j docansed; bt _Sel'J.e&n. “in i 1 f these poor orphani,

" whole of the jewels Jeft by 4 not fee’l himself justified, in conndentron o tfofp:he_dm“d,“

marriage, Colonel Faunce di :n'n a3 her'own, any more of the Personalhp;opern o et

: N Zive ro is too much reaso lieve ‘

S, eady given her, . There is : to o ato

_ beyond what the Commuttes h;i:i:d tg hg:yraelf great number of the J‘eweh belqngmg to her |
: Ry already appro S AT ‘ o ’

Memorialist h&d-‘ acy B .

. husband.. . T

: 5. There having been 80

" the said jewels, some correspon

ms is;ﬁ;ler.st#ndiné. about Hemorialis;"j Personql P’”P’T“_”“'-;:'é
mda n:a ‘on the subject took place between Colonel Faunce &
en e - ple

the Reésident. ’
"' Government, an

: .y . \ -thirds
osidue of the estate should be divided, one-third to the widow and two-tt

: . ue -

- effect that, * the resi

" to the children. | ey i, Gl
. to hewn every consideration to the feelings and interests ot."_;hiicnlo‘l'llaT |
ew

with his duties as the Officer in charge of the Estate. = -

" Faunce appears to l%ave s
" " and bher father, consistent
e A

; jewels should i

. ment that the jewe o S

" Faunce leaving t]?; jons proceeding was speedily put a stop to. Mr. Gouge then purc

: " . - 1 '

irregular and injudic ceedin

. jewels, though

! unadjusted. .' 4

| 7. There is no qu

3,-14,-and-15, and-16th paragraphs, was conducted and carried out in a per-
. jalist's-12,-1 ’ :
- ]n_Memo;mM . e

by Colonel Faunce ; in consultation with the British Resident,

.« n 0
" and in reply. to the opinio
. ;I:,pbs are too highly colorgd xs.ndnl
. ‘8. With reference to the

i : ' £
i p'drPOSEIY disposed of at at':tl.ch denial, in the explanation of Colonel Faunce. A small stock o
meets with the moat emp '

' fos- their being destroyed or
. ing in the compound were sold to prevent el . id the
~ strawand the little WO(}:)xd Lyol:]i;znd were broken down and cattle straying In.. Ne}tht;:; d}é‘ﬁécu
: stolen, as the Wllls of the omolained of in the 10th pa_n_graph, at.au affect the Pncestc;] Tari o .ﬁm
e p(;'o%ert.y, ot at the, auction, for Mr. Gouge himself remarked Jpor e 1B
of tho deceased. Serjea '

at variance with fact. . . .

o of certain planks, &c., which Memorialist insinuates were

f'the articles. Besides, the custom of * putting property belonging to othersat .
. a ) .
realizéd by some of the,

. ' rom the
f very common occurrence and pever objected -to.  So far therefore fi
: is of very o
these auctions 1

CL . H R . - d for the Memorialist's
~ jndirect imputation of Mem f the place, the same individual, out of regar I ; v,

whois the regula;Auc:(iﬁze:;d congmiu’ii?n' by a reduction of two per cent. on the usual charge.
" family, offered to foreg :

The Memorialist all : ildren ; ht‘laband,'being suddenly thrown on..

. KT des to the children of'hel" late h  beic ; o
S ° t: u:m 'tI‘hel:réatment these poor orphan boys received at the hands of those B

' her father’s protection.

ted t p i w i i “’ Ould hﬂ."ﬂ
i t 1 feltlll‘e n tho holo nﬁ]r’ and lt

w]_{O Ibo
‘been mo ‘ .
- family showed so great dis

" provided for.

, et there i concle orcof-to ‘show the Memorialist
. S Sl : le prooftO'hQW .the o s
e itulation of the whels subject, thero is ample proof to show the Hemors " -
.10 . In 'racapxtulut::lﬂ oievaﬁca to bring forward. - The duties of the l(&ofqn:::;::'éoﬁformity B
. h” i_[] pomt Of f‘ct no f ,Er to all pmﬁu; tho Pemnd pl'OPerty we}‘e b l!l]' A“ Other Pro; ;
“ducted in fairness and justice d the opinion of the Administrator General. loration and -
o, Mrs. Alexander was treated with every °°m“,1°,;:: orphin.-
'[tlh'hr;e [r[::l:f:sibimia the Committee had fmposed on them. - The orpha
: e e T ‘

to the usual custom in such
: perty was disposed of i
}kindness, consistent wi

M

ft 4 boys by a former . -

‘the subject were made to the Military Secretary to .
S rences on the subject were made to L the -

.SUb’%qRedmifi?mre?? (;eﬁeral ; the. reply of the latter functionary being to the

d the Adm s ’

pon ‘this disposal of the question, the jewels were put up to auction wi
MR 2 Upon * ; .

- : e e . . 1 el. )
’ perty /d 8old accordingly. - In this as well'as in every other instance, Colonel
0 an ! .
" the rest of th? property, all ‘

G Memorialis r eared ' tisfied with the arfnngé»-} ‘
ialist's father, appeared perfectly sa 7
t first Mr. Gouge, old Q'md ex'preﬁed himself so to Colonel Faunce ;-but ptll Coloxl]]i o
o M’r Gounge attempted in bis absence to stop the sale, This.
sale-room, Alr. U : | b
i f which delay, the Estate remains
id for them, in consequence o ley, the ere |
he has not yet paid 1 . v fenee or vl

i but thaf the sale of the jewels, upon which 6o muc_h stress is lai v
estion ’

advantage, to the benefit of the Commandant's writer, such a charge =

£ Meinorialist upon the irregular proceedings of the Commandant's writer,
e .

. omitts ention of a subject, wherein her ... -
v e 1alist to have omiited ln menuorv.lr o IRl . gt
re becoming in t‘hesMg.:gl?or the common dictates of humanity. Suffice it to ul{; tbilay o
d active interference of the Resident, and Colonel Faunce, all the boys ‘.Yfr‘e’ & RN
: tive in : B RS o SRR :
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Jor the month’ of November 1859
ch‘ildren of her late husband were provided for,

the Brigade, which he cannot but attribute to some personal feeling of
grievances have been put forward which have o existe
- . . N . . R . . \ N

Qabzn THEREON, 29nd November 1859, ‘No. 1

T No. 27,

* Mre. flozandér, 2.’ The Petitioner® wigl by informed that the

' (Signed)

~ .

i [ AR T

- Proceedings of the Madras ‘Government, Judici

al Depdrfment,

band vide and it is therefors with some reason that Colone] -
Faunce complains of the tnjust reflections that have been cast upon himself, and the Officers of

animosity, whereby thess

nce in fact or probability.

593.‘ .

‘The Government are perfectly satisfied with the gxplina.tion farnished in the above letter, .

T. PYCROFT, S
Chicf Secretary,
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