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Jor the month of November 1859.

T e e, T e e

s e

No. 31. Read the following letter from GEO, PEARSE, Esq., 3. p., Director General, Medj.
cal Department; to the Chief Secietary to Government, Fort Sajnt George, dated
31st October 1859, No. 196.
I have the honor to forward, for the information of Government, an Extract from a Report
by the Inspector Genera] of Hospit_a]s,' Series No. 6, dated 26th May last, on the Jails at M'adras,
#- with my remarks appended thereto, : Co

Lztract from o Report by the Inspector General of Hospitals with remarks of the Director

General anneged,
- SERrIES No. 6,~PrEsmnENcy.

- [ ce . R . C - o - ; VE 71 T “Supreme Court Jajl,”
N X - . . oy : . . '
: . . [ 'é"i‘ R ' - **Justices' Jail,”
- h - R ~ N AT : . .
i - ‘ . , f;-»: %) : * Penitentiary.”
- - ' I3t B g . - . . —
- (, éﬁz;, ‘ 23. “The two first Jajls on this list are situated in the Black Town, These buildings
{ R . . . - . . . . . ‘
- : ' 4. ‘%;j , were erected at a period when sanitary science received little consideration. Thé lower apart-
_ ” q%08 ments in both, more resemble dens adapted for wild animals, than dungeons for unfortunate
) ) o K i .- . human beings sentenced to incarceration for a serjes of years in g tropical climate, Some of the

15}

[o2:2 F PGS

,! . cells in the Supreme Court Jail, do not exceed 10 feet long by 8 broad and § ligh, the only
{' Opening being the ponderous door, which, when enclosed, excludes ajr and light. Fortunately the
,‘ number of prisoners confined is usually small, anq to this circumstance, it owes its {rcedom
S from disease. DBut if the time ever comes when it will be necessary to occupy it more generally,
. ‘ a pestilence must be the result. There is only one life prisoner there now—an European ;
' aunother occupant of one of the cells is sentenced to confinement {or four years, There are
, in all 6 Europeans and 26 Natives in this Jaj] i they all have a sickly anemic look, and 4 out
3 of the former are in Hospital.  Ventilation there is none in any patt of the building, and oye of
S ' the main drains of the town passes under the walls, the stench from which is at times abominable,
The Justices® Jail js only now used as a lock-up house for the night, or for partics awaiting trial.
Asin the other ; strength and security appear to have been all that was desired when it was
constructed, Sanitary cousiderations do ngt appear to have been thought of,”

h 26, I very strongly recommend that the prisoners in ths Supreme Court Juj] be trans-
)' A ferred to this well regulated establishment,* 5pq that the former be
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' The Penitentiary., henceforth disused as » Jail.  The Hospital in the Penitentiary consists
| - of upper and lower apartments capable of Containing 40 patients, The upper rooms are particu-
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B2 | I Iarly.well ventilated. The Jaj] ang Hospital are surrounded by a doyble wall, the outer 18 and
' . ‘ sbigl the inner 12 feet high, the space between being 8 feet,” . .
Ay

L ReMaRks By 17 DirEcror GENERAL,
Remarks.—The Inspector General’s description of the Madras Jails, ang the miserable accom

modation they afford for the unhappy Inmates needs no comment from me, they are evidently

ilt:adapted for Luropeans undergoing Incarceration jp 5 tropical climate, ang must be seriously
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2 ' : o ) ) o : E:«‘Z! :\ detrimental to health, The subject calls for the attention of the Legislature,
’ . _ » S z’t::j‘:gf‘ : — - e “ - (True Extracts,) :
- - ) . ’ !%3& : . (Signed) GEO. PEARSE, . D.,
. ’ L MEpe T . ‘ Director General, Medical Department,
; *xfﬁf; P . 1
v " \V‘d:J
: . ’ Ha) ' ————
. ‘ ‘ KRy .{' No. 32 ORDER THEREON, 4th November 1859, No. 1490.
. ’ ;;',r“fl‘\ g Referred to the Commissioner of Police for his remarks, on the proposal to transfer the
" | ‘ I %\:;g.%l f Prisoners in the Grang Gaol to the Penitentiary :
" .‘ l;:;m:‘ : - ! . 13
i ER f < (Signed) T. PYCROFT, -

Chief Secretary._
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