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Read the following letters.
No. 73 From E. W. BIRD, Esq., Officiating Civil Judge of Coimbators; to T. PYCROFT,
Eag., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated 16ih September 1859,
No. 7.
1. The Proceedings of Government, Judicial Department, No. 1206 of the Tth September

yd 1859, have been forwarded to me by the Acting Subordinate Judge of Ootacamund, and as [

conclude, I am required to reply to the same, I do myself the honor to place before Government
all the information it is in my power to afford on the subject.

2. When Mrs. Thompson died at Ootacamund, the Civil Judge, Mr. Ward, happened to
be present and he therefore took charge of the Effects of the deceased, under Circular Order of
the Sudr Udalut, 18th February 1858. I was not called on to interfere in the matter till some
weeks afterwards, and I cannot therefore say by whom the orders were given for the interment
of the deceased, nor what (if any) stipulations were made with the Undertaker regarding the
expense to be incurred at the funeral. .

3. T think it probable that Mr. Ward may have issued orders to Messrs. Wilson and Co.
on the subject, or it way happen that Mr. King, a relative of the deceased, may have done so. I’
‘propose to request Mr. Nesbitt to make inquiry from Mr. King and Mr. Wilson on this point,
and to report the result to Government, with such other information, regarding the charges as he
may be able to obtain. o o .

4. Inregard to the inquiry whether I consido; Mr. Wilson's Bill a fair one, I must admit
that I consider the charge high, but I Am perhaps not competent to decide, whether, with re-

ference to the funeral itself (which I did not witness) it be too bigh. The community at

Ootacamund are, unfortunately, placed at great disadvantage in respect to this department of

" trade, there being but ome Undertaker in the place, and Messrs. Wilson enjoy a complete

mwonopoly of the business. The complaints are loud and universal that their charges for
funerals are enormous, but I know of no case in which their charges have been contested, or

refused. One instance was very recently brought into the Sub Court for 'ndjudicntion by Mr. '
Wilson, the claim being for upwards of 300 Rupees due on account of the funeral of a child of-

only 12 years of age, who died in 1858. The case, however, was amicably settled by the parties
and the demand (which was never publicly disputed though privately . I undentood it was
Jeemed very high) was compromised bofore the Court for 300 Rlupees cash. The money was
paid in my presence to Mr. Wilson. Presuming that Mrs. Thompson's funeral was furnished
us described in Mr. Wilson's Bill, I am not prepared to say, considered relatively to the case
I have now described, that his charge of Rupees 150 is excessively high, in the present
instance. ‘ . .

5. I have requested Mr. Nesbitt to return Mr. Wilson's Bill to you for submission, with
the report he will have to make on the subject,

No. 7+. From W.'S. NESBITT, Euq., Officiating Subordinate Judge of Ootacamund ; to
1, PY.ROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated 29th
Scptember 1859, No. 213. ‘ o

1. Tn accordance with instructions from Mr. Bied, I have the honor to ‘report to you the
result of the enquiries, which I bave made, both personally and by letter, regarding the Bill of
Mr, Wilion, for the funeral expenses of Mrs. Thompson.

"o, Mr. Bird requested me to ascertain from Mr. King, & relative of the deceared, and

' ffom 3r. Wilson—1st, whether any stipulations were made by the party ordering the funeral as

to the expense to be incurred —2nd, whether the funeral was furnished in the manner described,
and lastly to state, front the information I could collect, whether the charge of Rupees 150, in
the present case, was in excees of Mr, Wilson's usnal demands. To these questions I added one,

© vizt, ‘¢ by whom whs the funeral ordered.’”” .

3. The replies lgiven to tﬁqso questions by Mr. Kiﬁg are—1at, that Mr. Wilson was sent for
by Aim to undertake the funeral—2nd, that wo stipulation was made with him further than that
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the decessed being the widow of a Commissioned (a term to ba noticed) Officer, the funeral should
ba decent, and respectable, without any unnecessary exp'ehg, such as for scarves being incurreds
but that the grave should be bricked, and that the funeral was furnished as described in the Bill,
Mr. Wilson's replies (partly written, and partly verbal) are that he received his instructions from
- Mirs King who, in answer to his first apecific question as to how he was to furnish the funeral,
desired that it might be done in every respect a3 fora Lady, the deceased being such, and the
_widov( of a Lieutenant, but made no stipulation whatever regarding the expense. e, tbcrcfofen
made arrangements in accordance with what agreeably to previous custom he considered requisite
for a person of the claas of society to which he had been given to understand the deccased be-
longed. On the following day Colonel Pritchard, the Officer then commanding the station, called

‘on' Mr. Wilson to see how he was proceeding with the work, and on Mr. Wilson then telling

him that the cloth he had provided for the coffin would alone amount to 50 Rupees, Colone
Pritchard requested him to change it,

complied with this request, and

and to keep the expense as low as possible. He at once
actually supplied by him,

omitted purposely from his Bill, certain articles which were
to the value of about 14 Rupees

4. In order to be better enabled to form an opinion on the sum total of his Bill
Mr. Wilson has delivered in, at my request, a memorandum snowing the separate charges
for the items, classed together in his Bill, as also a memorandum for the expenses ©
the grave ; and it will be seen from these that } of the whole sum is for the bricking of the
grave, a work which was specifically ordered by Mr. ang_' As Mr. Kine had stated in bis letter
that he considered the charge of Rupéei 150 « very exorbiuut." lgum bim a copy of this
memorandum  with a request that he would affix opposite each 'item what he deemed & fair
‘cha.rg'e, and let me know also upon what data he formed that opinion, This he has been uneble
to do, and has admitted that he expresaed the aboye opinion merel .u o a comparison of wha.z
had come under bis abservation at Madras, The state of matters lzow‘:er at the two places H
sIo dxftf“erent, that I do not think'a natisfactory conclusion can be formed by such a cowpuino;.
h:r:ef::efic:e::l:hl:; i?:nt[;rill;:jwﬂ::] has furnished a memorandum, shewing the charges ™3 °

ink

A 7. as also th ilin~ - d these 1 1B
furaish fairer criteria whereby to judge of the m":::rp'"“lmo t anaslores 7
o. With regard to the last of Mr.,

Bird's quest; : le to refet
me to‘ any parti?l by.whom he has been empl'o‘;:;“g:'.f::is;?;ﬂ'?n;r:]:n::;c::;m 1 cou
question regarding bis previons charges, but he hay informed & ‘:}ut N ’buricd in June last
Licutenant Hooper, of the Cavalry, an Officer of the :amcmnn;.n:s was tl:e husband of the de-
‘ueued Mrs. Thompson., and his charge then was Rupees 150, the same as in the present instarce:
All other funerals ft{mubed by him have exceeded cOnaider’gb] this sum, except for the inter”
T;E?aoiop;:':“:g“l‘l"’ of ll?e POOl:est class, He hay explained ’moreover ;.o me that the cifcutm;
cost of materiaI;: u:\d);:::l::::d In judging of his charges are—1st, the great difference n

the work for th . and elsewhere, that funerals are always ordered suddenlys ‘;t
em required to b done iﬂllantly. To meet such orders he keeps no regh®

r

) obliged to hire w ' ice specially "
the occasion, and these take advanta et & e e
K o

to require presents. Moreover, if he
quired for the funeral, he must pur

increuse their price.

®
establishment, and consequently is

asell possess any materials which ma b

‘o take
chase them cliewhers, when similar advantage 13 tak

G. A gentlercan whom I cons
ledg of the value of all kinds of 1a

past here, 1o givo  satisfactory opinion in this matter, is \r. Rehde iad I submitted ME- “'“f“t:
; :rgefs o h]m. for,tb]? purpose. By his permission I transmit his answer conveyed in 8 P“':c’

ote, from which it will be seen that he exactly confirms what Mr. Wilson has stated to ©°
garding the diffic alr.

. b
ulties he has to contend with as to the ¢ emergency of the work,” and theb
wages and presents to bo paid to workmen, N

not more than sudden emergency might justify, and that on ths whole the Bill may Pm, . 0
7. The above explanation therefore is, I think, calculated to preclude the l“PPP“u;Dem.
»the charges being unreasonably high, or that any unfairness hasbeen attempted in making ¢

. . -
idered most competent, from his thorough pncucal kn?

. timo
bor and material, as well as from his residence for $00°
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8. Papers, in original, as per subjoined list, are alfq f:ova‘arded._

1 Mr. Wilson's Bill. T

1 Letter from Mr. Wilson.

2 Memorandums showing the separate charges of the items
in the Bill. -

1 Memorandum of previous charges for funerals at Oota-
tacamund as also at Bangalore.

3 Letters from Mr. King. . .

1 Private notoe from J. Rohde, Esq.

No. 75 OxrDER Tﬂtn:oﬁ, 17th October 1859, No. 1399.
[+ .

i i thorise the Sub Judge to disburse
lanations now submitted, Government au
I_Ind:; the 0:};:’:;.;;& by Mr. Wilson, vis., (150) one hundred and fifty Rl..lpeﬂ. .The
the fuperal eXpERE” e s 3 Sub Judge will advestise the residus .of the
Goernenseneenet e 7T TTN00 10 0 0 Estate, amounting to Rupees 264-5—3,;;& re-
Foamth T iration of the 12 months pre-
' 254 6 3 port, at the expirationo
‘ Top scribed by Clause VII, Section XYI, Regula-
tion I1I, 1802, what claims have been preferred.

'(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
. Chief Secretary.
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