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l Proceedings qf the’ Madras Government, Judicial Department “ |
. from 10tk to 16th September 1859,

s W ot i S o o

’: No. 27. Read the following Despatch from Sic C. WOOD, Ba.rL, Secretary of Stale for
: ' India; to His, Excellency the Honorable the Governor in Council, Fort St. (xeorge,
P _dated India Oﬂice, ‘London, 28th July 1859 No. 8.

i

| Loiter duted &h Feby. (No. 3), 1869, Your letters noted in the margm on
'm:tﬁ mTor,m of'%mg‘.'uu,. " ' the subject of a serious riot which occurred in
L o the town of Tinnevelly on the 22nd December
‘. st, baving b been lmd before me in. Councxl I have now to communicate to you the following
'(remarh. , ‘ .

' @, Itisunnecessary to enter into any detail of the circumstances connected with tho riot,
ae they are very fully and eccurately stated in your Order No. 122, dated 28th January. The.
ongm of the disturbance is to be traced to the determination of some of the Hindoo popuhmon ‘
‘of the town to prevent the corpss of a Native Chnstm.n bemg carried through the pubhc street.

i to its place of burial. . .

3 3. Your decision.in support of that of  the local authorities,’ to the effect that ¢ thc pubh;:

/Ligh streets in all towns are the property not of any particular caste but of the whole community; ;=
and every man, be his caste or religion what it may, has a right to the full use of them, provided *" =~

‘that he does not obstruct or molest others in the use of them,” has the entire approval of Iler '

)-’\[ajesty s Government who concur with you that the Magistrate acted rightly in ordering that

the corpse should be borne to the place of burial by the nearest public high road.

4. Ter Majesty's Government farther concur with you that the melancholy loss of life on’
the occasion was unavoidable and thnt the Maglst.rate, M:. Levinge, acted Wlth praiseworthy
firmness and judgment.

5. The Village Moonsiff and Head of Police entu-e]y fa.iled in their duty to the Govern- )/
‘ment and liave very properly been dismissed from office. - ' //

G. Her Majesty's Government have perused with great gratification your report that, as
the result of the prompt and cnergemc measures taken in December last, the town of Tinnevelly
has covtinued perfectly quiet since the date of the disturbance and that not only in its precincts,
but throughout the whole sttnct, the question of the right of all classes' to 2 common use of
the hlgb streets and roads i 1s conaldered finally settled.

no. ..S . Onpra. TIIEREON, 12th September 1859 No. 1233,
The above Despa.tch will be communicated to the Magistrate of T'mnevel]y

(Slgned) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary

Exd. F. Cartlodge:
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