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| " Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Depqrtmeﬁt,
N Sfrom 27tk August to 2nd Septembernl_859. o

A%

o No.'39. Trom A. PURVIS, Esq, egirate of Rajabmundry ; to T. PYCROFT, Esq., .
Do : . Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint Geoorge, dated Cocanada, 9th August 1859, -
S ‘No.819. - L

~Ihave the-honor to acknowledge the receipt of thie Proceedings of Government of the 26th

Ultimo, calling on me for explanation, with raference to a letter from the Government Splicitor,
" detailing the circumstances under which “two- Europeans, ‘committed by me as Justice of the

Peace, were, at. the last Seasions of the Supreme Court, released without trial, owing to the non-

arrival of the Prosecutor or witneases for the prosecution, - - Mo S
vl AL . - a .
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2. As reported in my letter to your address of the 28th June last, thess men came to thi®
place with a pass from the Principal . Assistant Magistrate of Vizagapatam. I was absent on -
duty at the time, and my Assistant gave them in the same manner a pass as far as Masulipatam.
When, however, they had got a fow miles on their way, they carried off a boat, with a few things
in it, which was moored in the Coringa tiver, and #old it at a place some miles North of Coca-
nada.  They then went off to Masulipatam, As soon as I heard of the affair, | communicated
with the Magistrate of Masulipatam, by whom the men were aﬁpr'ehcnde‘d,-kand sent back to this

. place. B B L SRS S R
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8. . As T was still away, the case was investigated by my Asxistant also a Justice of the Peace. .
It was a very clear one, and the two men were eventually committed by meto uka}théir trial for
* Coromsndel”*.. . "the offence charged. They were sent down inthe Government Steamer
which left this place on the 3rd June; . I was not then aware of the date on which the nextSes- - .
C sions would commeénce, and; as I was very anxious to savethe Prosecutor and witnesses, nearly ’
- . all of them poor fishermen, whose subsistence; as well as that of their families, depends on . their
A .~ - daily labour, a long detention from their Liomes, I did not send them at the same time. Meantime
. , t%w papers had been sent to the Clerk of the Crown, and I learnt from him, in reply to my ques-
- ~ tion, that the Prosecutor and witnesses must be in attendance at the Supreme Court House on the
Gthcfluly. L - S : . ' i s

. 4 Ithen made arrangements to send them all down by the Steamer touching here from
~ " Rangod® at the beginning of the month, and had all gons right, this would have been_done, but
[ . unfortunately, as Government are aware, the  Sydney” had 10 proceed to Ceylor, and was
R - unable to leave for Rangoon till several days after het time. 'This of course prevented her reach-
k ~~ing this place, on her return to Madras, till the 9th July, when, as she could not reach Madras
- till'the 12th, it appeared to me useless to send down the Prosecator and witnesses, as I felt sure’
- thatthe Sessions would be over or at least the Grand Jury be discharged before they could arrive,
' nné tl??f},'h°nld only be subjécting them to a bootless voyage,” = © it
... 5. ’Asit turned out however I was mistaken in m} calculations, and that had the party
. gone in the ** Sydney” they would have been in _time, for the Grand Jury were not finally dis-
.. charged till the 14th July. No recognizances were taken from the partibel because théj' were
: - entirely dependant on the Officers of Government for sending them down, and ‘it would not, as’
R observed by the Government Solicitor, hive been fair, had any been taken, to have used them
- against theabsentees,” T B
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. 6. I very much regret that the above error on my part should haveled to the release of the
‘ : uc.cmed withogt»trial. " It arose entirely from my anxiety toavoid lubjeétiﬁg the Prosecutor and
. witnesses to greater hardship than was actually necessary. There was, I yenfure to ihinl;,’ no,
want ?f attention on my part in the preparation of the case, Translations of the dcposiﬁoﬁl S
 wero In ﬂ?e ﬁ“t instance sent by me to the Advocate General, as I was (cases of the kindbeingso
_exceedingly rare) not quits certain to whom they should be tiansmitted.  All the papersrequired-" -
.- Were sent in due courss to the Clerk of the Crown; the Prosecutor and witnesses were all'on the
.#pot, and in readiness to embark, had the Steamer been a few days eaxlier. B
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) Proceedmgs Qf the ﬂ[rulra: Government Judicial Depm tmeni -
| fram 27th August lo-2nd September 1859, |
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7. I am’ sorry that I did not at the time- report t‘oGovemment the mrcumstances under :

which the twvo men were sent down to Madm but I was not then aware that such a course was " '

necessary. -
. v
No. 40, R | Ozprn THEREON, 3lst August 1‘859,1173. ="
‘ - To berecorded. o
y ' C _ (Signed) -PYCROFT,
SR . - Chisf Secretary.
/
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