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Proi;gedings_‘ of the Madras Government, Judicial Depariment,
o T from 13th to 19th August 1859 S
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- No, 8. Read the following letter from P. GRANT, Esq., Magistrate of Malabar ;to T.

< PYCROFT, Esq, Chief Secretary to Government, Judicial Department, Fort Saint
' ' . George, dated Calicut, 26th July 1859, No. 65. : . -

Near Allepy and about 3+ miles from Cochin, is a small Government garden named Thoom-

* * bolypattom; and inhabited by about 17 families. Thg_'annual rent paid to our Government is

- Rupees 23, Annas 11 and Pice 1, and the garden is surrounded by the "[ravancore limits.

2. 'Much has been said and writtepabout the smuggling of tobacco by our subjects, inha-
" biting these outlying gardens, into the{fravancore and Cochin countrics, to the detriment of the

s

- Travancore Ievenues.

'3, The Revenue Sheristadar of Cochin having obtained information, that a large quantity
 of smuggled tabacco which had not paid duty at our Ports, was concealed in the said garden,
3 © sent some of his Subordinates to search for, and seize the same, if found. Theresult was, that
45 bales of about 130 maunds were found in 15_huts ; the occupants of which declare that they
# In Travancore. purchased it from one Iyappen of Kayemkoolom,* who brought it from
Cochin, and who was obliged to bring up at their gardens, from stress of weather. !

4. As to the falsity of this story, there can be no doubt, they do not posscss means to pur-

- chase so much tobacco, nor are they likely to require 20 great & supply for their private use, for

which, as they state, it was intended. It has evidently been smuggled without payment of daty

- to our Government (being Jaffna tobacco, itisea dutiable article), and has been intended for illicit
sale to the Travancore subjects. ‘ ) .

5. Ttis difficult to prove thatit has not come into India through our Ports and paid duty ;
- as the facilities for its export by backwater from Cochin are so great, butin regard to the
Travancore Government, it must be allowed, that it has been smuggled. I request to be in-

formed of the Orders of .Government on the “subject; for were I to return the tabacco or ite
value to gur subjects, the Travancore authorities would at once declare that I was counténanciné
_smuggling, and were 1 to confiscate it, I doubt whether a Civil action for damages’ would not

lie against me in our own Courts. ' . ) ’ .

: 6. The value pf the tobacco is about Rupees 1,000, and as it was being affected by the
. weather, I bave ordered it to be sold by auction, and the. proceeds to be held in deposit. The*
- price of this article just at present is very high, so that no loss will result from this step, which
v I would wish to haveavoided. . ' ' o '
7. Ibelieve the tobacco really belongs to Travancore subjects, who have introduced it
within our limits, in view to avoiding its confiscation by the Custom Officers of that State.

‘ The.Govemment authorize the Magistrate of Malabar to confiscate the tobacco seized by
the Cochin Officials, and direct that the proceeds derived from the sale of it, be carried to the

No. 9. ORDER TmEON, 16th August 1859, No. 1088.

public account.
| o | | (Signed) 'T. PYCROFT,
e N R _ , ' .CﬁidSacrctary.'
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