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Proceedings of the ﬂ[qt}rm .Government, Judicial Department,
Jrom 30th July to 5th August 1859, .

No. 40. Read the following letter from J. R. BOYSON, Esq., Government Solicitor, Madras;
" to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated July 26th, 1859, No, 1315, :

Order of Government, dated 16th July 1859, I have the honor to acknowledge the Ex-

- No. 968, Judicial Department, made on letter yract from the P i f G
Jrom H.’Forbu, Esq., to the Chief Secretary m the Proceedings of Government,

N to Government, dated Fort: William, 23rd Doted in the margin. ‘
s : Juns 1859, . 2." I have since’ communicated with the
Advocate General and the Commissioner of Police, on the subject therein referred to, and "
3. I'now forward for the information of Government a copy of the Advocate General’s ‘ i
: opinion, and a copy of a letter to my address from thﬂ Commissioner of Police, conveying his o

1 .

) views.

e e e

ce Cory—OPINION. _
" Whatever may be the actual necessity in Calcutta for such a Bill to regulate public con-
veyances as Mr. Forbes has mentioned in his letter to the Chief Secretary, it is difficult to read .
; .. paras. 4, 5and 6 of hix letter, and not to concqr’with him, ’thnt the owners of such carriages in |
Calcutta have been more sinned against than sinning, , ' '
: The Order of Government, dated 1Gth July 1859, No. 968, appears to me to dispose of the :
present question. It recommends the licensing (which would include the numbering and the
regulation of the number of persons to be carried) certain vehicles kept for hire in Madras, and
if this is to be done by the Indian Legislature, it does not seem very material, whether it shall be 1
done in the proposed new Bill, or by amending the Police Act. . |

LI? own opinion, hOWﬁVCr, i’ decided]? in fa.Yor Of ]e&‘ing thiﬂ mbiect to be deﬂ.]t W it.h by ‘
E
‘i

- -

the Local Government by bye-laws, as proposed by Government in their letter, (No. 860, Judicial
‘ Department,) dated 24th June, to the Madras Legislative Member. '

) I can see no present necessity for regulating fares or rates of huo in Madras.  The Com-
t missioner of Police’s letter, certainly advocates the ¢ propriety of laying down a’ general rule
C to preserve some kind of uniformity and fairness of the ordinary charges,” but he has rot,
either in his letter, or in conference with myself, mentioned any instances of unfairness that have : _
come to his knowledge. ' Colonel Colbeck too, in para. 3 of his letter, recommends * a provision :
for regulating fares” and in pars. 4, speaks of “ quarrels regarding the hire of vehicles,” but "
1 cei'uinly did not understand him to mean the owners of such vehicles were chargeable with any F
thing like extortion, .and in the few instances, in which I have had to'sen_d a servant in one of S }
those carriages, the fare seemed to me extremely moderate, indeed low. Not a weekago, I'sent a - !
Writer from the Court House, to a house near the Cenotaph, and back again, a distance of nearly i
. eight miles T should say, and the charge was eight annas. i
I should certainly recommend that Madras be omitted from'any part of the proposed Bill l
that refers to fares of hired carriages, or that if any thing be enacted on the subject concerning }
Madras, it should be simply, that the Honorable the Governor in Council of Madras, be authorized :
to frame such bye-laws on the subject, as and when he may consider necessary. l

, (Signed) THOS. SYDNEY SMYTH, .
July 22nd, 1859. o - . Advocate General.

«

A e N et e e

I have just been shewn Colonel _B_oﬁld'er.on's letter to the deernniept Solicitor, dated the ‘
25th Instant, und have only to obarrve, that I concur in the 2nd paragraph of it. . ' ,
. (Signed) THOS. SYDNEY SMYTH,

S » Adrocate General.

. — e 4 g = -

" July 26th, 1859.
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From Colonel J. C. BOULDERSON, Commissioner of Police ; toJ. IR, BOYSON, Eaq,, . ’
Government Solicitor, Madras, dated 25th July 1859. -

I have the honor to return the opinion of the Advocate General, on the order of Government,
uader date the JGth Instant, which has reference to a letter received from H. Forbes, Esq., on"
the subject of the Bill for the regulation of the public conveyances in the towns of Calcutta,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial I
S Jrom-30th July to 5th August 1859,
* Madrasand Bombay, which you forwarded to me, on the 22nd Instant, for any remar

h 2 ks I might have
to offer thereupon, I beg to inform you, that so far as I am concerned, the Advocate General has

satisfactorily settled the only point that was at issue between us, by Tecommending that the local

"h".“:‘ AP T A N . ’ " . '
Government should be anthorized to frame such bye-laws, for the regulation of the {ares of “ ‘

carriages, kept for hire, as from time to time might be found Decessary, : : : - ) ‘ % . v s/ Slanw W - \
.- 2. With reference to the 8th H ' ' :

—ee -
epartment,

”

e

paragraph of Mr, Forbes' letter, it must be borne in mind,

 that in Madras, we have no stands for hired carriages in any street or thoroughfare, all such . - . a N ‘ e ~ L * P : ,zﬁ 4/ % '
vehicles being kept in private stables, When not in uss, If I may be permitted to expressan : o ' _ h %M—) & T : ,

T -

y
opinion, I would recommend that every wheeled carriage, whatever may be its form Or construc. : o o T »
tion, used or plying in any public street or road, for the Purpose ‘of ¢arrying persons for hire,’ . R s
whether the property of livery stable keepers, or of any other person,
tive, should be registered and required to show a number,

whether European or Na- S n oo N
3. Before the proposed Act has been long in force, both the owners of vehicles let on hire,

' o and those who hire them, will have become aware that redress against misconduct of any kind can
easily be had at any Police Office, and as such a knowledge will render instances of fraud and
violence, such us those described by Mr. Forbes in the 8rd and 5th paras. of his letter, of very
rare occurrence, I do not consider that any sufficient reason obtainu for the omission of the name
of this Presidency from the preamble and the first Section of the Bill,
S ‘ (True Copies.)
(Signed) 3. R. BOYSON,
. © Guvernment Solicitor,

—

No. 41. To H. FORBES, Esq., Member for Msdras of tle Legislative
o Calcutts, dated Fort Saint George, 4th August 1859, No. 1045

I am directed by the Honorable the Governor in *Council to acknowledge the receipt of

Your letter of the 23rd June last, on the subject of a Bill for regulating public conveyances in

* the towns of Calcutta, Madras and Bombay, which had been read a second time in the Legislative
Council, on the 18th Idem.

2. Ia reply, I am desired to transmit to you, communications fiom the Advocate General

and the Commissioner of Police for the town of Madras, to whom the Proposed Act was 1eferred
-~ for their opinion, R

Council of India,

- =3 You will already have learnt from my letter of the 24th June, and the papers which ac--
. companied it, that this Government are in favor of public conveyances, let on hire in Madras,
. oeing licensed and subjected to some kind of regulation. It seems to them that this may be-
most conveniently done by bye-laws, to be passed for the purpose, and that authority to make

such bye-laws may be conferred on this Government in the contemplated Bill for the amend. |
ment of Act XI1I, 1856, - ' .

4. Among the measures for which Gover.iment should be authorized to provide in such
bye-laws, should be that of regulating fares when necessary, but the Government would not ex- .
ercise that power for the present, as in theijr opinion, it is not now called for, ,

&lv:The_Govel_'nmen_t_do not 'desirc that the licensing and regulatiag of public conveyances .
at Madras, should be made the matter of a detailed Act, such ns that which you have sent. They
would, therefore, wish that Madras should be omitted from the preamble of the Bill, and from

"any parts of it in which the word may occur. Unless they are to have the power of regulating
these matters by local bye-laws, they would wish things to remain as they are.

(Signed) T, PYCROFT, o
R o ' ‘ ' o . Chief Secretary. . » -
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