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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Departmcnt
from 23rd to 20th July 1859 -

W

‘No. 48. Read the following letter from W. ROBINSON, Esq., Chief Commissioner of Mofus-
sil Police; to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secret.ary to Government, Fort Saint George,
dated 16¢h July 1859, No. 13

* With referenos to Fxtract muu:uoroounlhﬂm, mnder - 1, I have the honor to submit* Tabular
dase the 12th March 1859, Statement shewing the number of Murders and

" Suicides that occurred in each District of the Praldency during the year 1858.

2, A cursory glmcd shows that thess Stntementl, as regards Sumde, are prepa.red ina
manner that renders them quite valueless, as matter of correct satatistical information. One
Magistrate returns every Suicide in his District as ‘““suspected ; " and absence of even an approxi-
- mate uniformity, which is now discovered to exist in the proportion of these occurrences to the
.. population, seems to me to indicate laxity on the part of the Police in ascertaining the number
of Suicides in every District, I think itis further desirable to have statistical information in

_regard to all deaths ocourring under unusual circumstances. . ‘ .

3. I would therefore propose an alteration of the principle on Wh.lCh these returns are
‘prepared, and recommend that the plan followed in Englmd together vnth the forms in use
there, be udopted throughout the Presidency.: S

4, An Inquett is or “should . be held in every case of a death resultmg under such circum-
stances, end I would proposs that this be taken as thie basis of there returns. It will be found
that the result of most of these Inquests may be classified accordmg to the foUowmg Table taken
from t.he Criminal Statmucl of England for 1857 : !

. . - e e .

Finding of the Inque-t as conﬁ:med | Proportion | Pr'o_}n)i't‘:ioxfto )
by the Magistrate, . - . M‘l”' Fem»tloo. I‘Ot.l’ percent.  |the population.

Murdcr-u ceve -;-- ‘.-.- . V...V: ase .o
Manslanghter.... oo’ e tere e
Justifiable Homicide...o oo see ood]
Suicide. '“x wes  ese  see L wee o abe Moo - T
Accidental death...” .o oo wee ] : '

Injuries, causes unknown v |
Found dead...” .00 i weT dl e RS BT S
Natural desth... o eer ree e
From drinkingeecee  vei=Taes Teee e} T e _
Neglect... oo e : o o

» Wmt and exposucre... B T B I BNt I
,» Other causes.. - ‘ 1 -

1

’ . o=

5. Smcldes.——Abont wbxch in tlm country sutpmon frequently ba.ngu, mlght mu further
‘be putlculuxzed as follows:— . g

. By hanging.: 3 By'drov’j'iling:_-? By pg_,‘i.gn. g Bj Lethal weapoﬁs. l By other means,

Males. |Females.|Males.| Females.| Males.| Females.| Males. Yemales. |Males. |Females.

u . R

6. I solicit the orders of Govemment to request the Magutntel to pr‘eparo theu' periodical
Sutcments lccordmg to these fonm.

i
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