


Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, 27th July 1858.

Read the following letters.
No. 14. From Colonel J. C. BOULDERSON, Commissioner of Police ; to T. PYCROFT,
Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, dated 6th July 1858, No. 90.

SIR,

* 1. With reference to Extract Minutes of Consultation, under date 5th Instant, No. 905,
“ Calling for a full report at an early date, on the late attack Judicial Depurtment, suRjeet "ap et margin,

apon the Missionary Premises at Loyapeital, and the I have the honor to report that a good deal

proceedings of the Police on the oceasion.” of excitement prevai]ed in Royapettah, among
Acertain class, following Sunday the 29th June, in consequence of the Wesleyan Missionaries
there resident, having allowed a boy about 15 years of age named Vizayarungum, who bad ex-
pressed a desire to become a Christian, to remain in their premises contrary to the wish of the
parents, by whom'the restoration of the lad to their care was demanded. Under these circum-
stances fearing a breach of the peace might ensue the Police gnard immediately outside the gate
of the Mission compound, (on the opposite side of the road) was considerably strengthened.
By Thursday morning it seemed that the excitement had abated considerably, and it was under-
stood that the parents intended to seek redress in the Supreme Court.

2. Oan Thursday afternoon, however, intimation was received from the Mission House, that
the Missionaries feared that the parents and relatives of the boy intended to commit violence
on them and their property, and requested my protection. I immediately sent my Deputy, Mr,
Lafond, who is an old, experienced, and well known Police Officer to the spot, with orders to
further reinforce the Police guard at the Tannah before mentioned, to the extent he might tind
necessary, and to order the European Constable of the District to remain there all night. Mr.
Lafond was also desired to prevent the Police Officers from _',siding with either party and not
enter the Mission garden unless their services were needed to preserve the peace.

3. If the above orders had been carried out, the chances are, mo riot would have
taken place, but for reasons given in his report, of which a copy is appended, it will
be seen that Mr. Lafond considered there was no fear of any disturbance taking place
and that he left the spot under that impression, but with the intention, however of
sending a Constable to the Tannah, and it appears that Officer arrived after the riot had
commenced, but in time to assist in quelling it, and to arrest some of the parties con-
cerned, who were about half past 7 o’clock p. M. conducted to the Jail, by my order, by a party
of the Police Troop, who arrived just in time to perform that duty. Itis due to Mr. Lafond,
who has always proved himself a zealous Officer to say, that I feel certain he would not have left
the place if he had seen the slightest chance of a disturbance taking place. Unfortunately Mr.
Lafond, when he left the spot himself sent the Jemadar of the division for another Native Officer;
and the Inspector left the place about the same time, thus no superior Officer of Police was present
at the time of the riot. Of this circumstance it seems the lad’s relations and friends took advan-
tage about dusk to commit riot on the Mission Premises, where they did considerable damage to
property, but without inflicting injury on any person.

4. The Inspector of the District Mr. Stuart, who lives close by, in the Royapetta Police
compound, is accused of not having returned to the Mission house, so quick as he might and
ought to have done. This charge he positively denies, he says he was aware that life and pro-
perty were at stake, and that he went without the least negligence or delay to the Mission house
on the occasion in question. His conduct will be brought to light during the course of the trial
which is to be held upon the rioters in the Supreme Court, during the present Sessions, and if
necessary, he will in due course be called to account.

On the afternoon of the 1st Instant T received a note from Mr. Inspector Stuart, enclosing
one from the Revd. Mr. Jenking, requesting the assistance of Police Officers; in reply, I wrote to
Mr. Stuart to call upon the Jemadar of the 3rd Division for 4 Peons and place them at the Club
House Tannah, which is close to the Revd. Mr. Jenkins' Premises, and at the same time, intimat-
ed that as the l]ad whom they were about converting was under age, it would be better for the
Yevd. Mr. Jenkins to make him over to his father. I mentioned this in order that Mr. Stuart
should act with caution. After 5 o'clock that evening, I rode down direct from the Commissioner’s
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Office to the Revd.Mr. Jenkins’ gateway, where I met the 3rd Division Jemadar Chundraban with
some Peons and about 20 or 30 people standing on the side of the road. The Jemadar told me
that Mr. Stuart was inside with the father and mother of the lad talking with the Revd. Mr.
Jenkins. In the crowd, I identified 3 or4 only of the party who were connected with the lad and
all the others were passers by, and one amongst them whom I had caused a few days before to
be put up before a Magistrate for trespassing into the.Revd. Mr. Jenking’ compound. I addiess-
ed myself to him and the others and remonstrated with them regarding their conduct and advised
thew to quit the place or otherwise that the Police would have them apprehended and taken
before a Magistrate, if any one of them attempted to trespass into the compound of the Revd.
Mr. Jenkins ; meantime, I desired the Peons to go to the Tannah ; no sooner they moved off, the
crowd also began to disperse; the reason for my sending the Peons away, was that their presence
invariably causes a body to collect. I told the Jemadar, that T would come back and rode off
towards Royapet. I was absentabout 20 or30 minutes when I came back. I stopt near Lieut.
Proudfoot’s house when Mr. Stuart and the Jemadar came up towards me, at this time there was
no crowd or any person lurking about the place. I desired Mr, Stuart to keep all the Peons at
the Club House Tannak and send for Shaik Hoossain Constable and make him stop at the Tan-
nah also, and that they all should have a good look-out. After remaining some time and observing
that there was nothing to apprehend, I accompanied by Mr. Stuart and the Jemadar passed the
Revd. Mr. Jenkins’ gateway to the Club House Tannah, where I repeated my caution to be on
the look-out and to take care that nothing goes wrong. I remained in Royapet until past 6
o'clock. Seeing all quiet, I was in consequence induced to leave the place. .

Madras, 4th July 1858. (Signed) GEO. JNO. LAFOND,
Deputy Commissioner of Police.

(True Copy.) '

(Signed) J. C. BOULDERSON,

. —_— Commissioner of Police.

No. 15. From the Honorable Sir CHRIS. RAWLINSON, Knight, Chief Justice of Her
Majesty’s Supreme Court, Madras; to the Right Honorable the Governor in Council,
&e. &e. &c., Fort Saiut George, da‘ted 12th July 1858.

My Logb,

I have the honor to enclose a copy of a Presentment made by the Grand Jury on ihe "th
Instant, during the late Sessions.

Its contents do not, I consider, require any comment from me. I will only add that I fully
subscribe to the remarks contained in the Ist para. and as regards the riot at Royapetta that
nothing transpired during the trial of the case to explain (what is to me a perfect mystery) how
the Mission Premises were allowed to be in the possession of a riotcus mob of more than one hun-
dred persons for abcut one hour and a half without the slightest interference on the part of the
Police.

-®

Graend Jury Room.
Madras, 7th July 1838,

The Grand Jury present that from the evidence which has come before them in two or three
cases, they are induced to believe that the Police establishment of Madras, is wanting in that ef-
ficiency, the maintenance of which is so necessary for the prevention of crime, and the preserva-
tion of the public peace.

Witheut veferring o e Sein of ths fak, 1 siet i Royapettah, the Grand Jury feel them-
selves called upon to request the anenr..ion of your Lordship to the gross want of T
part of the Police, in permitting a serious riot during the space of an hour and a haif in one of
the most populous Districts of Madras, and in the immediate PR e
Grand Jury have no evidem:e; ‘before them of any interference by the Police during the distur-
bance, although it is proved that an Inspector and several Peons, were on the Premises immedi-
ately before its commencement. :

(Signed) W. E. UNDERWOOD,
Foreman.

(Signed) FREDK. ORME,
Dy. Clerk of the Crown.

(A true Copy.)

Ta _"'.
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No. 16. From THOS. SYDNEY SMYTH, Esq., Advocate General ; to the Chief Secretary
to Governmeet, Fort Saint George, dated 12th July 1858.

e e

S

SIr,
I have the honor to submit the following report of the cases in which I considered it neces-
sary to conduct the prosecution at the Criminal Sessions just concluded.

2. The first was that of Chinniah for larceny, for stealing Rupees 210 from the cash
chest in the Arsenal in Fort Saint George, a very clear case, in which the prisoner was convicted,
and sentenced to 7 years’ transportation to the Tenasserim Coast.” On this case I have only to
observe that the prisoner stated, at the Police Office, that he had received the money from a 2nd
Tindal of Lascars named Narrainsawmy, and a Lascar named Madooray. It is almost certain,
from the prisoner’s youth, from the situation of the room in which the Mest is, and from
other circumstances of the case, that he had some allies in the robbery, oldd s than himself,
and some one at all events to keep watch while the robbery was being effected ; and I have
learned from Major Wilson, that the prisoner let fall some words that indicated that the money
had been flung over the wall to him. The Police say they have been able to discover nothing
against either Narrainsawmy or Madooray ; this may be partly accounted for by the whole of
the money having been spent by, or found with the prisoner, but these two Lascars ought, I
would suggest, to be carefully watched.

2. The next caseis that of Vencatasawmy Butten and Amoorthum, charged with the
murder of Soobboo Laul, This case was investigated before Colonel Colbeck, and dismissed by
him in April last.  About the latter end of June I heard from Dr. Porteous some facts conneet-
ed with the case, shewing that in his opinion the case was one of murder, and could not have been
a case of suicide. I thereupon requested the Honorable Company’s Solicitor to procure for me
the depositions in the case. On perusal I was of opinion #at though much of the evidence was
of a most unusual nature to be adduced on behalf of a prosecution, in fact merely evidence for
the defence, though not entered as such, nor in fact adduced by the prisoners, so far as I
can learn, and though the evidence of the two men (Vencatachella Naick and Parthasarthy
Pillay) who said they saw a body carried from Vencatasawmy Butten’s house on the night
when the murder was probably committed, was highly suspicious and unsatisfactory, yet I was
clearly of opinion that, independently of all this, there was quite enough of circumstantial evi.
dence to have called on any Magistrate to commit the case. 1 therefore wrote to the Honorable
Company’s Solicitor, giving an abstract of the view I took of the case, and mentioning the fur-
ther evidence I understood Dr. Porteous could give (of which however I understand that Colo-
nel Colbeck had been informed by Dr. Porteous himself in April) and requested him to urge
Colonel Colbeck to take up the case again, as otherwise I must send the case before some other
Magistrate, or myself prefer an Indictment before the Grand Jury. Upon this Colonel Colbeck
took up the case again, took Dr. Porteous’ evidence and committed the case for trial.

3. The case quite broke down at the tria), Veneatachella and Parthasarthy not only con-
tradicted the statements in their depositions, and stiil more so those in their examination before
the Coroner, but otherwise shewed thenicelves quite unworthy of credit. Vencatachella seems to
have volunteered bis evidence to the Police, and to have urged Parthasarthy to give his, and
whether they were or were not in fact instigated by Roodrappen Naick the Talliar (as seems to
have becn suspected by the Magistrate) I think it would be very unsafe to condemn him, or any
man, on their evidence. The circumstantial cvidence too quite broke down. Mr. Grant, the
deceased’s employer, proved on cross examination that there was a deficiency of Rupees 85 in
the deceased’s accounts, over and above the Rupees 225 the amount of deficiency stated in his
examination taken by Colonel Colbeck ; and shopkeepers from the bazar proved that on Monday
the 15th of March the deceased had paid Rupees 31 for a shawl for the prisoner Amoorthum, a
fact not noticed in the depositions. These two additional facts materially altered the complexion
and effect of the circumstantial evidence ; but to show how would require a very long explana-
tion. The prisoners were acquitted, and most properly so on the evidence ; but that the deceased
was murdered I have no doubt whatever, and I think that strong suspicion attaches to both
prisouers,

4, I think Colonel Colbeck certainly committed a grave error of judgment in dismissing
the case, especially if he was at the time aware—as I understand he was—of Dr. Porteous’
opinion, on whose evidence, formally taken, he ultimately committed the case, He appears to



S AN
S ASAN AR N A i
A

Fort St. George, Judicial Con
MM’W\‘W"W S NN,

itf{tation, 27th Julg) 1858. :

M ——

.

have acted on the idea that the Grand Jury would
the proper test or criterion as to whether a \Iai?ftrft:n
erroneous one, and unless removed is ljk e
e B very Serious!)' with the dye administra
.5. There seems too to have been a strong suspici Cisti
pecting the conduct of the Police officials in thjs 'l e G, o
Roodrappen Naick, and I cannot say I ey etiah
had the conduct of the case, and it appears to be ap"
occurred between him and the accused Veneatas, T
stantly form a ground of deep and abiding enmit g
pen 'I.‘alliar, who would naturally be suppbsed tZ el
brfngmg up some very suspicious evidence it
evidence which the Magistrate thought im ’o
rant the Magistrate in entertaining g i L . ha

and though it i
ugh it 1s unfortunate that the Magistrate should haye g to Prove the case thoroughly,

Butten
> such as, among

Natives, d
. o con-
der these cireums :

tances, Roodrap-
? .
S orders, is found

friends, to get up charges agains
s . t Ramach :
ble, yet I think there woulc‘l: be great e

istrate’s freedom of action in ; S ioht

% ol wh::;(: ;at;]:e:lgatmg’ v.vhen officially befzretl;ai:n n:lhght tend tf’ fetter a Ma-
R e bl i e Of, ost espec1al.ly With reference 4 : ere P"oceeflmgs of Native
Butten ought never to have been ZEZSOD?I Sy think that the ([:)ns = _vgamsc i they
PR Doy Etrusued to Ramachendra Row am;3 ;gam-st Vcncamsawmy
o ey regards, 9 i to }';we. requested that ¢ mi:,ht 7 think that if he was
to blame than I had imagined frompr i st think zd th;:‘:e};;e;e;:ntsfene? 4

0 nie less

Butten on the 18th April, and his suj

)plementary deposit;

: siti

now rot at all satisfied that those depositions werfls) cor:crfl':l of }th;: 13th anq 14th April. Iam
Y taken down. i

examined in the presence of the Honoraple Company's Spljn:

b.ably some support to him) he openly and flatly d/e 1 Rolicitor oy

given his evidence as entered in the former g ey nn
8

When le wus Te
9 - 3
ed betore th ki July (which was pro-
e ¢ same Magistrate that he had
Justi 1 d hi Rarong exp]anaﬁon which he re-
ustice aiso expr - i '
o p os'sse~ is assent. In fact he gave his evidenss ll:'d Onone oceasion the Chief
that he and Colonel Colbeck regarded each other with v nee fairly and el
dlfﬁc'uhy t%\at I succeeded in preventing them from oi:r} Sy feelings,
Bearing this in mind, and comparing Roodrappen’s dg € Into these matte
is correctly taken) with the preceding ones, | cam‘meposntmn of the 2

L Tt was plain
for it was with great
s before the Court.
nd .July (which I believe

that, knowing
nd the accused, he would

tion of R :
Row's enemy, he would ensure R.

Colonel Colbeck late in December or early in January and' a case brought by the Police before
days ago I accidentally heard from Doctor Porteous t,hat i
in the deceased’s stomach, and when, upon iquiry, 1. 00 grains of arsenic had been found
committed, I requested he Honorable Company’s Sol,icito:und th 4t the case had never been
reading them I found what appeared to me a VETy suspicious ;
dence, as to which I had very considerable doubts, | found ?ta,;e lndependently of the direct evi-
died from the effects of arsenic, that a few hours before he hald }:eyond a doubt that the man had
they had arsenic in their possession, and that one of them had cen at the prisoner's house, that
for wishing to silence him, and was seen conducting Rirkiied tl, Ohr probably had, strong reasons
which hut told a stery which was plainly false, and only Sh-ov:ed l;)t wb.ere he died, the owner of
‘When to this was added the evidence of a man who said he aa; et 1s Vi‘?lsh to conceal the truth.
and giving it to the deceased, I felt that even the doubts Natural] : Phisoners mixing the poison
ment, ought not to prevent the case from being Judicially inv“{i;;:::ll.]mg tu(: tlu;.s latter state-
€reiore wrote 30

FHort St. George, Judicial Consultation, 27th July 1858,

B A o i i ~ o

the Honorable Company’s Solicitor requesting him to state my views to Colonel Colbeck, who
had dismissed the case, and ask him to take it up again especially as, since he had dismissed it,
the Police had discovered two witnesses, whose testimony I thought very important. Colonel Col-
beck however declined to do so, whereupon I sent up an indictment to the Grand J ury, who at

once found a true Bill.
7. At the trial one of the most important witnesses could not be found, two others failed

to prove important facts stated in their depositions, and moreover the direct evidence, that of

Kistnuppa Naidoo, entirely broke down, he denied having seen the milk in which the arsenic was
mixed, drank by the deceased, though he had said so expressly in his deposition, and he varied
so seriously from it in other particulars that I stopped the case with the full concurrence of the
Chief Justice, who also intimated a strong opinion as to the effect of Dr. Scott’s evidence. Whe-
ther the memory of the other witnesses would have served them better had the case been tried at
the January Sessions, as it ought to have been, is mere matter of speculation ; but the memory of
the most honest witnesses may fail, if six or seven months are allowed to elapse between the
taking of their depositions and their examination in Court, to say nothing of the opportunity
thus allowed for buying off the most telling evidence.

8. The last case I have to observe upon is that of the riot at the Wesleyan Mission House,

9. Nine prisoners were committed. The Grand Jury threw out the Bill as against three, and
the Petit Jury acquitted three more, convicting three only, whom the Chief Justice, after remarking
upon the relationship of the first two to the young Convert (the refusal to deliver whom to his
father and mother caused the riot) the circumstance that this was the first, the only case of riot
that had ever come hefore His Lordship in Madras, the comparative harmlessness of the mob, the
absence of any personal injury to any one, and of any resistance to authority or of opposition to
the Police when they made their tardy appearance, sentenced to imprisonment in Her Majesty's
Jail for 4 months, and a fine of Rs. 20 to the Crown, with further imprisonment till it was paid.

10. From the peculiar circumstances out of which this riot arose, namely the conversion of
a Hindoo to Christianity by the Missionaries, and their refusal to deliver him (against his will) to

" his parents, and the wide spread though unfounded rumours that have been recently circulated

in many parts of India about the connexion of Government with the efforts of the Missionaries.
T resolved, as soon as I heard that the Missionaries were about to institute a private prosecution,
not to appear-in the case lest by doing sc, I might unnecessarily give a further handle for such
rumours. It soon however appeared that the Missionaries had withdrawn from their intended
prosecution, while Counsel was engaged for the defence, and under these circumstances the Chief
Justice requested my assistance, which I at once expressed my readiness. to afford,

11. The most important fact that appeared was, that, had not the Police purposely with-
drawn themselves, after the mob began to collect outside the compound, there never would have
been any riot at all. Not till the last Policeman left the compound, did any of the mob enter.
The Revd. Mr. Jenkins requested Inspector Stuart and bis men to remain at the Mission House
as he apprehended a riot ; they refused to do so, saying their orders were to withdraw. Go-
vernment onght assuredly to know who gave such orders, and for what reason and by what au-
thority ; for primé facie, such orders indicate gross ignorance and neglect of duty. Government
too should know whether any information of the actual state of affairs was sent between 5 and

“half past 7 r. M. by Inspector Stuart, or any one else, to the Chief Commissioner’s office (not 1
hours walk distant) and if not, why not ; and, if sach was sent, why the Horse Police, who might
easily have trotted up in five minutes, never came on the scene till near 8 o'clock when all the
mob had dispersed, which they did on the reappearance of Inspector Stuart, and 3 or 4 Police
men ; in fact upon the first cry that the Police were coming.

12. The Grand Jary having made a Presentment on this subject, and the Chief Justice
having promised to forward it with such remarks as he considers necessary, it is perhaps unneces-
sary that I should trouble Government at present with any further obser vations on this subject.

:No. 17, OrpER THEREON, No. 990; dated 21st July 1858.
1. 1t has been brought to the notice of Government, in regard to the riot at Royapet-
tah, that none of the mob entered the Mission Premises till the last Policeman had left

them. The Government are also informed that the Revd. Mr. Jenkins requested Inspector Stuart
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and his men to remain at the Mission House as he_apprehended a riot, which they refused to do.
alleging that their orders were to withdraw. The Governoy in Council resolves to call upoﬁ
the Commissioner of Police to report whethex: such orders were issued, and if 30, by whom and
for what reasons. He also wishes to be informed whether any information of the “:lc[u:z] state
of affairs was sent to the Commissioner or either of his Deputies between 5 and 1 past 7 P. M

by Inspector Stuart, or any one else, and if not, why not; and if such was sent, Wh)-' M.,
Police did not come to the scene till near 8 o'clock, when all the mob had dispersed, which, it
is observed, they did on the re-appearance of Inspector Stuart and 3 or 4 Policemen , ’
the first cry that the Police were coming. 1

2. The Revd. Mr. Jenkins will also be requested to be so rood as to inform Government
of what communication he had with the Police on the afternoon i :

. £ orevening of the ( 'hi
the riot occurred. s day on which
3. The Presentment of the Grand Jury with the letter from His Honor the Chief Justi
which transmitted it, will likewise be furnished to the Commissioner of Police for any s 1§e
that he may have to offer on it, : y remarks

in fact upon

(Signed) T, PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.

£xd, B. Cartledge.

the mounted
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