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No. 52. Read the 'following letter from H. D. PHILLIPS, Esq., Acting Magistrats of .
" Tanjore; to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George,
dated Vullam, 6th January 1858, No. 7.

Sm, 0
"I have the honor to report that I purpose brmgmg into operation the provisions of the

Act XIXHI of 1837. law marginally noted by transmxtt.mg to the Commissioner of Police at
Madras, an individual named Hyalt alias Moosafur Khan.

2, This person was brought. beforu me a few days ngo by a local head of Police at a vil-
lage between Trichinopoly and Combaconum, on the road to Madras, where 1 had pitched my
tents on business, on the plea that, although he had clearly been guilty of an assault, yet that his
mauner was 8o strange, as scarcely to justify his commitment for the offence, or pum:hment on
gccount of it :

- 3. Entering into conversation with the m;ui, whais a well-built erect Cashmeeree of about §

feet 9 inches in height, I found myself wholly unable to gather any intelligible account of his rea-

- son for being in these parts, of his late place of residence, of the country whence he came, of his
- associates, of his mode of life or his means of existence.

4. He would at first answer a few guestions in a sufficiently respectful, quiet manner, but
when pressed, became suddenly irritable and vehemently broke out into rapid, loud incoherert
language, partly Hindustani and as I believe Pooshtoo. VWhether or not, he was unintelligible to .
myself and those about me, and I felt satisfied that he was wrong in his mind. é

5. The circumstances, too, of the assault charged against him went to prove/fhat hisintel-
lect is not quite sound; for on the plea thathe had given some one2 Rupees to buy him food,
’ ‘ he force his way by night into a private honse, alarmed a female there, and when seized by cne
of itymale inmates, inflicted on him a slight wound on the forehead with a small English clasp knife.

G. This knife, two transcripts on thin paper of a few phrases from the Koran and a copy of

ths Koran itself, with a "cotton sleepmg carpet and 2 Rs. were the only articles found in his
- possession.

7. He bad stated ‘that for 5 months past, he had been resldmg at chmpettah a village 8-
‘miles from Tanjorz, where dwell some 400 Mussulmans, whose habits are quiet and peaceable. I
have sincc ascertained thata Cashmeeres answering ta his description, had certainly been there, and
es mantioned to me by a Cauzee of the Lubhay class,a permarent resident of the village, Hayat
alias Musafur Khan applied to him for instruction in reading the Koran.

8. The villagers bscame accustomed to his eccentric manners; but the children of the village
were afraid of hin, arid on certain occasions he is said to have assaulted people. After a time, he
became intimats with a half-witted man, who is now a beggar at Iyempettah, but latterly disap-.

- peared, and the Cauzee knew not where he had gone.

9. A Caboolee, for many years a resident in. the Tanjore Fort, with whom I have communi-
cated, had heard, I find, that one of his * people™ had got into trouble, but under the peculiarity
of Hayat's mind, temper and habits, will not undertake to receive him in his charge, and does not
suppose that any one else will.

10. Under these circumstances, I have sent Hayat to the Combaconum J a11 in order that the
Zillah Surgeon may bring him under profcsslonal observation, and after an appropriate period
furnish me with his opinion as to the man's sanity of intellect.

11. Should this opinion declars that Hayet is of unsound mind, it will be necessary to for-
ward him to the Presidency for confinement in the Lunatic Asylum there. If on the other hand
the Zillah Surgeen deems him in his proper intellect, I must, I subinit, still send him to the
Commmloner of Police, as an adventurer who has no means of livelikood here, for. whom no one
will cowe forward as guarantee for his good and peaceable conduct, and who ought, it appears to

-me, to bo shipped to Kurachee or some other - port, whence he can easily rcturn to his native

(Signed) H. D. PHILLIPS,
Acting Magistrate,
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