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No. 48. Recad tho following letter from Licatenant Colonel H. COLBECK, Senior Magistrate
) of Police;toT. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint
George, dated 11th January 1858, No. 1. : '
‘Sik, T

L have the honor to request you will be kind enough to obtsin the sanction of the Right
Honorable the Governor in Council, to the opinion of the Advocate Gereral beirg taken as to
how far the Mahomedan Law affects Section XLIIT of Act XIII of 1856, as difficulties are
coustantly arising in cases before me tried under this Section.

The Mahomedan Law of Divorce gives such facility both to caprice ard oppression that,
« - unless Section XLIII (in certain cases) supercedes it, it is uselessand void. Thus a Mahomedan
marrpy, bat in course of time, becomes tired of his wife and expels her from his house, refusing
to” n her. She applies for maintenance under Section XLII1 of the Police Code. The
- /ﬁ is summoned and attends, and if he has not previously gone through the easy form of
- -4 (even in the presence of the Magistrate) by repeating threc times the usual formula, he
*y5y ths Mahomedan Law, legally plead that, whatever may be the merits of the case, he can-

" _s-be compelled to support his wifa for a longer period than three months.
~#  'In cuses of Natives claiming alimony, the greatest hardships suffered by wivesat the hands
-of their husbands, are often proved before me, and I could furnish numerous instances, but I
am aware my doing £o would not alter the law. 1 confess however, I amn of opinion that Sec-
‘tioa XLIIT of the recent Act was purpozely introduced as a protection to wives from the con-

duct of unprincipled husbands availing "themselves of the many subterfuges furnished by the
Hindo and Mahomedan Law of Divorce.

In conclusion, I ask the permission of the Right Honorable the Governor in Council, to pur-

“¢hase for the use of this Court, a copy of *“ Strangé's Hndu," and *¢ MecNaughten's Mahomedan
. Law,” charging them in my Contingent Bill.

e e =

~

e

(Signed) H. COLBECK,
- BMagistrate of Police.

No. 49, OrpER TREREON, No. 84; dated 18th January 1858.

. Resolved that the foregoing letter be referred to the Advocate General for his opinion, as
to how far the Mahomedan Law affects Section XLIII of Act XIII of 1856.

. 2 Licitenant Colonel Colbeck is authorized to purchase a copy of Strange's Hindu Law
and of McNaughten's Mahomedan Law for the use of the Royapettah Polite Court.

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chicf Secretary.

Exd. F. Cartledge,
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