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Not to be folded or roughly handled




At T TR .

on, 22nd A ..Iune. lé

prRm————URUET R e B it

No. 51. Read the following letter from H. D. PHILLIPS, Esq., Magistrate of Tanjore;
to the Acting Secretary to Govornment, Fort Saint George, dated Tritoorapoondy, 3rd
June 1858, No. 234.
Sig,
Extract Minutes Consulta- Adverting to the Standing Orders of Government respecting torture
t.[i;:’r:_. lgg: J;;% lf.ﬁ‘;'nsse- by Revenu? or Police Subordmates? ¥ hzm—f the honm: to forward a copy
. of a complaint by one Tavooden, alias Manikum, against the Curnum of
Cooroovady Vuttum, talook Combaconum, and of the sentence passed by the Joint Magistrate,
Mr. Cadell, on the accused.

The sentence shows the circumstances of the case which are briefly that a person suspected
of a highway robbery was ‘taken to a dry nullah by the Curnum, who there struck him several
blows with a bamboo stick. The result was the delivery up of the stolen jewels which had been
buried by the person beaten. '

The injuries sustained do not seem to have been serious in the estimation of the Joint Ma-

gistrate.

Plaintiff. Defendant.
Tavooden, alias Manikum. Arnachellapillay, Curnum of Cooroovady Vuttum.
Witnesses.

Mohamed Kerim, Para Peon, 1 Shaick Nuttud, Peon, 5
Veerapa Naick do. do. 2 Pavaday, Taliar, 6
Sevaramien Stalatoo Nat Cnrnum, 3 Canderpatcha Vesaripoo, 7
Sabapaty Pillay, Village Moonsiff, 4

Torture.

The defendant is charged with having at the village of Teroopamundal, in the Combaconum
talook, at about 7 A. M., of the 6th April 1858, assaulted and beaten one Tawooden, alias Mani-
kum, with a view to make him confess where certain property obtained by highway robbery was
concealed. :

The complainant who was apprehended at the village of Teroopamundal at about day-break
on the 6th April, on suspicion of being concerned in a highway robbery, deposes on oath, that he
was taken that morning by the Village Moonsiff Sabapathy Pillay, his brother Virdachella Pillay,
and the defendant, the Curnum of Covilput Cooroovady, to the bank of a channel called the -
Nara Voykal ; that then, the defendant took him aside and into the bed of the channel and beat
him severely about 10 times with a bamboo or stick which he (complainant) describes as about 3
fingers thick. The marks of 4 blows were discovered by the head of Police of Combaconum
just as he was committing the complainant (then prisoner) to the Criminal Court and from the
deposition then giveu by him, it appears, he then charged the defendant with having been the
party who beat him and whom he now identifies before the Joint Magistrate.

The 1st and 2nd witnesses, Para peons of the Combaconum talook Cutcherry, depose that,
they saw the marks of beating on the complainant’s shoulder, and that from the appearance of
one of the blows, the stroke must have been somewhat severe. They concur in stating that the
complainant said all along he was beaten by the defendant.

The 3rd witness, the Sthalathoo Naut Curnum of Teroopamundal (and who in the absence of e

the deputy Tahsildar, conducted the preliminary investigation) denics that the complainant was
beaten in his presence, he admits however, that, when sending him to the talook about 3 p. M,
in charge of the 5th witness, the marks of the blows were shewn to him (witness) by the latter
and that he (witness) contented himself with verbally directing the peon to communicate the cir-
cumstance to the head of Police.

The 4th witness, the Village Moonsiff denies all knowledg.é of the complainant having been
beaten, or that he saw any marks on his (complainant’s) person.

The 5th witness, peon, in whose custody the complainant and 2 other prisoners were given
to take to the talook, deposes that, he saw the marks of violence on the complainant’s person
and informed the Stalathoo Naut Curnum of the same, who directed him to bring the matter to
the notice of the head of Police.
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The 6th witness, the Talliar (and whose son, it is to be noted, was the 2nd prisonef) depos”

es, that he saw the complainant beaten by the defendant, and that there were the marks of 3
blows on his (complainant’s) back.

The Tth witness denies all knowledge of the matter.

The defendant denied having beaten the complainant, and states that, the charge has been

got up against him on account of his having exerted himself to discover the perpetrators of the
highway robbery.

On a consideration of the evidence adduced, the Joint Magistrate is of opinion that the defend”

ant is guilty of the charge ; it is admitted, that the complainant (prisoner) was aPP"“h"’“dc

early in the morning, but that the property was not given up till later in the day and then by the

complainant himeelf, That there were marks of violence on his person on that very day &%
before he was sent

to the talook is also fully proved, and the Joint Magistrate sces 10 reason 10
doubt the truth of the complainant’s statement, that the blows were inflicted by the hands of the

defendant, who it appears both from the evidence and from his own admission, took a pr“m“‘“‘t
part in the enquiry.

The Joint Magistrate is therefore of opinion, that although the amount of injury
on t\.xe complainant was slight, the defendant has been guilty “of an illegal use of aut
f(?rcmg the complainant to point out where the stolen property was m,zc.;dled, an
hx:n to pay a fine of Rupees 10, or in default to be imprisoned in the Zillah Jail for the pcri
15 days, under Regulation 111 of 1819, Section 111, and further to be ,u,pendcd from his employ”

ment for the term of 3 months,  22nd May 1858. By the Joint Magistrate.

(True Copy.)
Myaveram, .
26th May 1858, } (Signed) W. M. CJ;;E‘EAI;E;““ o

No. 52.

Orper THEREON, No. 826 ; dated 81st Yun: 1858.

With the above letter the Magistrate of Tanjore forwards the complaint (in Tamil) and

a0 "
]}"; S;:ie[?-cc ,m e of i'\buse of authority tried before the Joint Magistrate of tha . 1260,
and. he w'\lirlmb l’:ttent‘on m!l be called to the Circular Order of 19th November 1856':-1\0.

~ e instructed, in future to transmit, as thersin required, the complaint 89 wi s

sentence, in English and not in the Vernacular as on the present occasion.

(Signed) T chidf Secretaty’
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