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* Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, 19th January 1858.

Read the following papers.

| No. 40. From W. ROBINSON, Esq.,Actmg Magistrate of Mdabm‘ toE MALTBY Esq.,

Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Calicut, 23rd October
1857, No. 154.

Sir,

From Licut. Gmho ‘1]8‘95‘ C'“IP;“I: dated 17th October 1837, I have ths honor to submit thie accompany-
andou:u-e,
To do. dated 22ad October 1857, Ko, $798. ing correspondence for thc mstructlon of

» Government. -

2. It appears that a boat, the property of a British subject,  manned by a crew from
x B Mahé les 128 miles 3o . C_ochin, &c., &c., left Cochin having cleared out for Mahé and having
thenorth of Crebin. An- on board about 160 bales of tobacco, that on the 6ih Instant, she was off
j;ﬁ:zigf:im:b;g?} the British port of Anjengo, when peons of the preveative establish-
westher as the rewon by . et of the Travancore Government put off in boats from the shore and
bud not gome ~direct to *
Wahé. seizing her on the high seas, carried her foreibly into a Travancore har-
bour, where she is detained (if not confiscated) with her crew and cargo, on the plea that it was
mtended to ¢ smuggle her cargo of tobacco into Anjengo.

3. There is indeed no reasonable doubt that the tobacco was mtcnded to be landed at
Anjengo. It was purchased by a resident of Anjengo, and a toat had already put off from the
craft with several bales of tobacto in it for the village of Anjengo, with which it will be observed,
X. DB The Joiat }hgm"“ a corrcspondence was going on and boats put off from the .:bore for f.ue

will cxamins into the mat- Tescue. The false Port Clearance was taken out at Cochin to -deceive

e the Travancore spies at Cochin.

To Govﬂ;?:';]t-ng;‘ﬂd\:%‘z‘ ‘- 4. With reference to the correspondencc noted in the margm, I
Do dated 2:thdo Na 47 am satisficd, that the acts of the Truvencore Government in this matter
ﬁ ” };g‘l A o . gg have been utterly illegal. The free trade in tobacco into and in the

rDr:ngg " ,:'5811!;1 g-c;.» tgé Brmsh Dependency of Anjengo hu,s.nf)w becox_ne legalized, the existing

To do. 30ibseptr,13: lcase ofithe Dependency notwithstanding.

*5. Underany cu‘cumstances the seizure of a British boat in a British roadstead by the ser-
vants of a foreign State, her detention and intended confiscation, and probable criminal trial of

her crew, &c., before foreign tribunals would be irregular, under existing state. of the Law it is
wholly indefensible. ' , ,

No. 57, . .6. 1 brought to notice under date Gth July 1857 a serious occurrence, a.nsmg
out of this illegal attempt on tke part of the Travancore Government, the lessees of Anjengo, to
keep up the tobacco monopoly, and 1 must admit that T contemplate with the utmost annety,
the probable consequences of this dangerous struggle if not at once put an end to. .

7. It will be observed, that boats put off to the rescue of the seized craft, and a collision
must have been inevitable had the Travancore ‘Officers not run her quickly into a Travancore
port. I feel assured that had it been otherwise, the people of Anjengo.would have rescued the
craft at any cost, and th'-y would have been'all the more determined and .vindictive, as they
‘believe as ﬁrmly as do the officials on the coast that the Law js on- their side. .

(Signed) W.ROBINSON,
Jcting Magi:trate.

-

" From Lleutenant General \V MLEN Resident of Travancore and Cochm to Y. ROBIN.

SON, Esq., Acting Magistrate of Malabar, dated Trevo.ndmm 17th October 1857,
No. 1895, .

- " Sig,

I have the honor to forward to you copy of a Report from the Dewan of Travancore, of a

No. 1752, dated 15th Tastant, very daring attempt to smuggle tobacco within the limits of the Sirkar
monopoly at Anjengo, ps guaranteed by the Madras Government, of that mlcle and of the ulti-
mate seizure of the Padavoo, which brought it from Cochm :

—
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Fbrft St. Gcorgc,,.fud'ic;'al- Consultation, 19tk January 1858. -

2. Youwill observe, it is stated, that the Paduvoo belongs to a Native of Calvetty in Cochin.
That the tobacco was purchased and shipped by a Bramin called ‘Paria Kristnyen, who ig "

brother of Moothoo Iyen, ‘form_ei'lyl of tha Sudi:'A_meen's' Court and of the late Adawlut Gomastah
of Anjengo, who was convicted and punished for smuggling, and finally that the Padavoo sailed
under a Port Clearance and Manifest for Mahé. ' :

3. The false statements under which the Port Clearance and Manifest were obtained at |
Cochin, the assertion that one of the parties shipping the tobacco is a publi¢ servant, the con-

tinued residence at Anjengo of his brother the dismissed Gomastah and the agency of one
Mirauda at Anjengo perbaps a peusioner of the Government, will I hope obtain your potice.
. ' I have &ec.,

' (Signed) W. CULLEN,
' " Resident.

To Lieutenanchnéfal W.CULLEN, British Resident of Travancore, dated Trevandrum, 15th
October 1857, No. 1752. : . .
Sig, . : ’ : : - : v

You are fully aware of the extensive smuggling trade in tobacco. carried on between the .
Brmsh possessions of Cochin, Anjengo, Tangacherry on the one part, &c., and the adjucent ter-

ritories of the Travancore Sirkar on the other; I now beg to submit to your notice a further

instance which occurred a few days ago.

Having received information that a large quantity of tobacco had been shipped ffom‘, Cochin
to be smuggled into the Travancore territory- through Tangacherry and Anjengo, 1 sent the
Deputy Peishcar Ramen Pillay, to make the necessary enquiries and if the information be correct,
to make arrangements for seizing the tobacco, 1 also sent strict orders to the local Tassildars and
Excise A.ineeﬁadnrl; and.the result was as follows:— - I

" On the 6th Instant, a Padavoo (native vessel) was séen oﬂ'Anjeng(J and a boat pulled from it -

towards the shore, which with 8 bales of tobacco and & person from Cochinnamed Kitthoo found

in it, was seized by the Thoracars of Vettoor and taken back to the Padavoo, but just at this -

juncture several persons from Anjengo put out boats towards the Padavoo with the obvious view
of rescuing thev's'mug}glers, the Thoracars who had by tﬁis_time boarded and taken possession of the
vessel steered it fast to Valiathoray. On arrival here the Padavoo was found to contain 154 bales
of tobacco covered by a Port Clearance and a Manifest granted from the Custom House at Cochin
on the 2nd Instant; Nes. 38 and 35 respectively for 150 bules as shipped for Maké. . ‘

The Tindal of the Padavoo named Changaren on being questioned deposed that the Padavoo
belonged to a Jonaken Lubbay of Calvetty in Cochin called Coonjummad Cootty ; that the de-
ponent had been in his service as Tindal for the last 3'years ; that a Bramin brother to one Moo-
thoo Iyen; late of the Principal Sudder Ameen’s Court at Cochin, had purchased the said quantity
of 154 bales of tobacco from a dealer named Kakkee Vurreedoo, shipped it at Cochin in the
Padavoo, paying duty thereon, and left his Agent Kitthoo in charge of the same with directions
to take and land it at Anjengo and deliver it to the late Adawlut Gomastah of that’ place and
another individual Antony Mcrauda after settling the wages of the Tindal and crew; that accord-
ingly the Padavoo left Cochin on the 4th Instant, stood off Poracad on the 5th, arrived at Anjen-
gothenext (iay;‘_thht when they were landing 8 bales in a boat brought by Antony Merauda's peo-
ple, the Thoracars of Vettoor seized the boat and Padavoo and brought both the latter and tobac-
co to Valiathoray and that several people from Anjengo put out 'boats to beat off the captors, but'
that the latter escaped the collision and made’ good their way to Valiathoray ; that the Port Clear-
ance and Manifest had been handed to him at the time of leaving Cochin for Anjengo, by the said
. Brahmin, and that he was not aware of their contents. ‘ ' S

The individual Kitthoo's statement corroborated the deposition of the Tindal with the addi-
tion that the said Brahmin of Cochin was named Paria Krishnien and held some employment in
the Principal Sudr Ameea's Court, that he the Brahmin was also brother to the late Adawlut
Gomastah of Anjenga; and further that he (deponent) was a private scrvant of the said Paria
Krishnien ; that he knew well that his master was in the habit of. sending contraband tobacco
to his brother 2nd t¢ Antony Merauda at Anjengo. ‘ .

———_———

- be at once set at liberty. . i

e e e e e i AR e

Fort Sf George, Judicial 'Consultation', 19¢ anuary 1858,

The depositions of the Thoracars and the 7 rowers in the Padavoo,’_ tallied with the state-
ments of the Tindal and Kitthoo. Tn the present instance you will perceive, that a public ser-
vant of the Honorable Company at Cochin is also concerned in the ijllicit trade, that he sent
down tobacco to Anjengo after fraudulently obtaining a Port Clearance and a Manifest for another
port thaf of Mahé., S ' . - ] o
. Asfor the late Adawlut Gomastah (Vencatachellum Iyen) of Anjengo, you are well aware,
that this individual was apprehended in the act of smaggling tobacco into this Sirkar's Territory,
coavicted and punished. Since his liberation he has built a house within the limits of‘Anjengo
where no other Brahmins reside, and has settled himself there solely as it is clear for the purpose
of resuming his criminal traffic. I leave it to you to judge whether he could carry out this his

object, if he were not favored with the support of the local authorities. '

I therefore hope you will be so good as to take such steps in the matter as you may deem fit
with a view to put an entire stop to the infamous practice in question, whether in the places bé-
ionging to the Honorable Company o_rAwith_ the assistance of any of their servants. v

: ' (Signed) V. KRISTNO ROW,

i : Dewan.
(True Copy.) ‘ -
. (Signed) W. CULLEN,
' ' ' Resident.
: : (True Copies.) o

(Signed) W. ROBINSON,

) Acting Magistrate,
From W. ROBINSON, Esq., Acting Collector of Malsbar; to Lieutenant General W. CUL-.

* LEN, Resident of Travancore and Cochin, Trevandrim, datéed Caliéut, 22nd October

1857, No. 4798, o ' | '
. SIB! A ’ T . L ) )

No 1893.  With reference to your letter dated 17th Inst., I have the honor to state, that I liave
requested the Joint Magistrate at Cochin to inquire into the matter of false statement under

- which the Manifest was taken, if such should prov;e to be the case.

As regards the rest of the transaction, I have hastened to lﬁy it with expianatfon before

a Government, as I perceive, that the Travancore Officers have boarded and seized a British bogt, the

property of a Dritish subject, on the high seas, and then took her with her cargo and crew into

" a Travancore harbour, where she and they: are detained on the plea that ‘she intended to

smuggle tobacco into Anjengo a British port, into which I conceive the_' article may legally be

imported without hinderance. o ' '_ ' '
" I am satisfied that these acts are wholly illegal and such as would *subject those engaging

in them to heavy legal responsibility, and I beg to suggest that the boat with her crew and cargo

(Signed) 'W. ROBINSON,
" : , Acting Collsctor. -
(True Copy.) T
(Signed) W. ROBINSON,
Acting Magistrate.

No. 41." From W. ROBINSON, Esq., Acting Magistrate of Mﬂnbu; to T. PYCROFT,
Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Coroth, 10th December »
1857, No. 177. ‘ '

) Sir, . o . .

| “*Shangara Sbetty Goondan, With reference to my letter, dated 23rd October last, ﬁd. 754, I

duted 4ch - have the honor to give cover to an address from the owner* of the to-

bacco seized on the high seas by the Travancore authorities. in the manner then brought under
notice. - . , X ‘
" The property has not yet been released. . : -
' : . (Signed) W. ROBINSON..
.« - Acting Magistrats.
A 4
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Fort St. George, Judicidl Con,tultation,v.li)t/z January 1858. - “

To W. ROBINSON, Esq., Magistrate of Malabar. : .
) ’ The humble Petition of Shangara Shetty Goondan,
- . residing at Amarapady in British Cochin.
HuupLy SneEweTtH, ‘ .

That your Petitioner had the honor of addressing your honor by petition, No. 630 of 1857,
as well as the Joint Magistrate of Cochin on the subject of the illegal seizure on the high seas,
of a valuable cargo’of tobacco, the property of your Petitioner, while being conveyed on board .
of a British vessel. The Joint Magistrate declined to 1interf_erc in the matter on the ground that .
the matter is now in the hands of the Magistrate of Malabar. o s

That the tobacco in question was consigned "to Mshé, but the vessel having been overtaken °
‘by tempestuous weather was drifted by the force of the clements off Anjengo, where it was seized .
by the Travancore authorities on suspicion that the tobacco was intended to be landed at Anjengo,

" for the purpcé-e of being efen’tualiy smuggled into the Rajah’s country. - The Dewan of Travan- .

core and other Circar Oflicers about him, possess a notorious talent for extorting depositions to
bolster up their own views; and accordingly, all the appliances of influence and intimidation
were set at work to obtain statements from the Tindal and Crew of the vessel, in accordance with
the Dewan's purposes. ' . .

. That the Petitioner is prepared to prove by the Tindals and Crews of other vessels who suf-
fered by the gale, that the destination of the Padawawhich conveyed the Petitioner's tobacco
was not Anjengo, but that the said vessel was drifted towards that coast by the weather.

- That by Extract Minutes of Consultation, dated 25th July 1834, published in Circular
Order by the Foujdarec Udalut, of the 31st Idem, No. 9, it has been ruled that all parts of the
sea in India beyond the high water mark of the sea-shore are subject to Admiralty jurisdiction,"
and accordingly a seizure of tobacco made by the Company's Police at Cochin beyond those
limits, though very close to the shore on a certain occasion while the tobacco monopoly wasin
force, met with the severe reprehension of the Foujdaree Udalut and the fine of 2,000 Rupees
levied from the parties concerned was ordered to be returned. .

* “That the seizure of the Petitioner’s tobacco was clearly made on the high seas before the
very eyes of Police Ameen of Anjengo, who the Petitioner learns officially reported the circum- |
stance. © . ' C IR

* 'The Circar have arrogated a right of capture, which even the Company’s authorities do not
possess. The Petitioner nesd not add that the serious disturbances in China have emanated”,
solely from a similar insult to the British flag by the Chinese authorities.

That under the above circumstances your Petitioner humbly prays that your. honor will be
pleased to afford him protection against the outrage committed on his property by the Travan- -
core Circar ; and your Petitioner as in duty bound '

- Shall ever Pray. _
. 4+ Mark of SHUNGARA SHETTY.
Cochin, 4th December 1857. :
S (True Copy.) :

. (Signed) . ROBINSON, .
Acting Magistrate.

No. 42. From W. ROBINSON, Esq., Acting Magistrate of Malabar; to T. PYCROFT, Esq., -
Chief Secretary to Government, Judicial Department, Fort St. George, dated Sultan’s
Dattery, 29th December 1857, No. 181. . " :
SIr, H

To the Resident, dated 10th I have the honor, in continuation of my letter dated 10th Instant,

December 1837, No. 5349,

From do. 22nd do. No. 2346, to forward the accompanying correspondence with General Cullen on -

, the subject. ‘

2. T have no doubt that the conduct of the Travancore- authorities is utterly illegal and
unjustifiable, that a serious public offence and a agross private injustice have been committed. :
The Resident however seems to have taken a different view, and, it appears, supports the Native -

State in its illegal acts towards our subjécts. I must therefore lay the matter before. Govern- -

ment for an early and distinct decision on the whole question.

.

" en i

—— A
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- — - ———
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Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, 1947 Januhry 1858.

3. While in Cochin recently, I was enabled to learn the oppression and injustice to which

the maintenance of the tobacco monopoly in Travancore leads, as regards the subjects of that

State, and I earnestly desire to secure to our subjects tBe advantages, which the repeal of the
Monopoly Act in the Company's territories, gives them by Law.
3 (Signed) W.ROBINSON,
Acting Magistrats.

"To Lieutenant Gaaeral W. CULLEN, Resident, Travancore and Cochin, dated Coroth, 10th

December 1857, No 5349. .
Sir, , '

I venture again to address you on ths subject of the seizure of tobacco, the subject of my
letter dated 22nd October last, No. 4788. .

Ths owner Shangaren Shetty Goonden states, that his property has not yet been released
and in consideration of the circumstances, I beg that you will enforce the immediate release by
the Travancore suthority of the goods thus illegally seized and detained. :

(Signed) W.ROBINSON,
Acting Magistrate.

To W. ROBINSON, Esq., Acting Magistrate of Malabar, dated Trevandrum, 22nd Decem-
ber 1857, Np. 2346.

Sir,

I have the honor with reference to your letter, N.o. 5349 of the 10th Instant, to observe
that the whole of the circumstances of the seizure in question are explained and justified in my

17¢h Octobar last. letter, No. 1895, with its enclosures.
. : (Signed) W. CULLEN,
S i Resident.
- o . (True Copies.) ‘
" (Signed) W. ROBINSON,
Acting Magistrate,
No. 43. ORpER TOEREON, No. 81; dated 16th January 1858,

The foregoing papers are connected with the general question of the Trarancore Tobacco -

. - Monopoly, now under consideration in the Political Department. | As the legal point involved

in tha preseat correspondence will, at the same time, require a separate decision, it is resolved to
refer it for the opinion of the Advocate General. . '

2. Itis proper that the Advocate General should ba informed, that, although Anjengois a

British D2pendency—forming with Tangacherry and a few minor settlements within ths natural

hm1ts of Travancore, a portion of the charge of the Collector and Magistrate of the neighbouring
provincs of Afalabar—its whols revaauss, iacluding th> Customs, arz now, and have been for

many years past, leased to the Governmant of Travancore. The sole jurisdiction retained by the
Company is in matters of Police. .

LY Fﬁ the ] . - . .
. Goven :tb"l‘z‘;::p".;yﬂﬁ 3. Itisargusd by the Acting Magistrate that Act* No. IV of

Tobaeco inths Provinwes
of Cuimbators, Mulabirand
Caniral” )

sisting lease of the revenues of such places held by the Travancore Go-
vernment of Fast India Company notwithstanding ; a view of the Law demurred to by the Resi-

+ dent at Travancors, on behalf of that State, a great portion of whose income is derived from jts

Tobacco Monopoly.

4. In giving his opinion, therefore, as to the seizure of the boat, as sei forth in the corres-

p?ndenco recorded at the head of this Extract Minutes of Consultation, the Advocate General ‘-
will state, whether the nature of the measures taken by the Travancore authoritiesis at all affected.

by the legality or otherwise of the Tobacco Monopoly maintained at Jnj;ngo by that State.

* (Signed) T. PYCROFT,
L "Chief Secretary.

-~ X

Exd, ¥, Cartledgy, ‘ S

B B

1833, rendered ill=zal all restrictions on the free importation of tobacco -
into Anjsngo and other British settlemsnts similarly situated, any sub- = -
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