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Government of Madras.

W‘ DEPARTMENT. "

Not to be folded or roughly handied



Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, 25th
e FA Iy e
No.33. Read the following letter from Lieutenant Colonel H. COLBECK,; Senior Magistrate
of Police; to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, dated 20th
Mzy 1858, No. 10.
e . Sk,

[ am almost ashamed to trespass upon the valuable time of the Government, more especially
when 1 am aware that more weighty and important matters must be occupying their considera~
tion, but as an enquiry is about to take place into the conduct of certain Officers of the Police,
I have the honor to hope it may not be deemed out of place to submit the following for the con-
sideration of the Right Honorable the Governor in Council.

2. The Government is aware that 1 have previously brought to notice the irregular and
objectionable proceedings of certain parties as coming under my own particular cbservation and
causing me extreme trouble and anxiety.

3. Repeatedly have I endeavoured by every means in my power in as delicate a manner as
possible to effect a reformation in the mode of preparing cases and drawn attention to the mis-
conduct of those whose proceedings I have had reason to be displeased with by bringing the
names of the parties and the circumstance of the cases to the notice of the Commissioner- For
some time 1 did so verbally or by private note, but latterly officially, still by some inexplicable
working nothing appears to have been done to remedy the evil.

4. When I forwarded the Triplicane murder case, I did so with an endeavour to impress
upon the mind of Colonel Boulderson the immediate necessity for stringent enquiry and even
before the depositions were sent in I urged this by private note. I was somewhat surprised
therefore to receive a letter from him stating that he believed the charge brought against Rama-
chendra Row and others to be false and fabricated and instead of holding an enquiry into the
matter I had made subject of complaint, he endeavours to throw back upon this office the onus
of the scandalous proceedings exhibited in the Triplicane murder case.

5. Colonel Boulderson's second paragraph to the Chief Secretary opens in the following
manner : * Having previously had some reason to think that some underhand means were at
work throughout the investigation in the particulars of the abovementioned murder, I had caused
enquiry to be made and in my letter inreply to Colonel Colbeck marked B, I told him that I
believed the charge brought against Ramachendra Row and others to be false and fabricated.”

6. Firstly, how does this assertion tally with his private note to me communicating his
suspicions against Roodruppen and when had he first  previously had some reason to think &c.”?

7. My object in originally writing to Colonel Boulderson immediately I discovered Roods
ruppen’s misconduct and afterwards forwarding the depositions instead of bringing the matter
direct to the notice of Government was in courtesy and consideration that none of his subordi-
nates should be accused except through the head of their Department ; but Colonel Boulderson
appears not to think right to pursue a similar course of delicacy and justice towerds me and the
first I hear that the charges I had made were false and fabricated and that by one of my subor-
dinates, is by the Minutes of Consultation ander date the 11th Instant, which discloses to me that
some petition the contents of which are up to thismoment to me unknown have been received tos
gether with other charges against my Interpreter.

8. Although this petition and the charges are apparently made against Mahomed Eusoof,
[ cannot but consider they must unavoidably reflect upon me for they emanate from cases con=
ducted at my hands.

9. The petition of Narraina Pillay possibly alludes to a case dismissed by me on the 22nd
April last.

10. It may not be known to the Government that I believe there has been much trickery
in that case. Narraina Pillay is in some way connected with a man in the Commissionex’s Office
named Sawmy, who has I am persuaded been extremely active in this matter. A petition marked
A, which T have the honor to forward, may throw some light upon the subject, and the written
proceedings I also enclose.

11. I cannot but be impressed that the line of conduct pursued by Colonel Boulderson
has been extraordinary as though he has had little experience as a Magistrate still he is an old
Judge Advocate and would, I should have thought in the first instance, thoroughly investigate
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the accusations | have made against certain Officers under his con?rol sendn?g for tl::te depm;u::: ‘
in the murder case and requesting my attendance. Instead of which the trial of uv::;n olice
Officers appears to have been entirely lost sight of in the anxiety to prefer counter charges.

12.  From all the unpleasantness that has arisen out of the murder case, 1 have. determmad
at least until Police matters are better ordered, to conduct even ministerial enquiries in épe
Court and from the Bench. :

13. On the morning of the 18th Instant, at 11 o'clock, Mr. Lafond infox:med me fhat'then;
was a case of robbery to a large amount entered for my disposal, at the same time placing in my
hands an information taken in regard to it by Ramachundra Row. At about half past 1 o'clock
p. M. I opened the case. A few minutes sufficed to shew me it was somewhat of -tbe same des-
cription as numbers that I had had the misfortune to be compelled to waste my time upon and
the sequel discloses in my judgment a proceeding highly irregular and disgraceful.

14. I would have forwarded this case to the Commissioner of Police, but fearingarepetiﬁon
of the proceedings in the murder case, I hope to be pardoned sending it direct for the perusal of
the Right Honorable the Governor in Council.

15. I may here remark that all the parties examined with the exception of one solitary
witness named Ramasawmy, gave their evidence in Hindustanee and that the prisoners spoke in
the same language. This language I understand, consequently there could not be the smallest
mistake in the interpretation which would have remained unobserved by me. '

16.  Upon the case itself I shall make no comment. It is forwarded with its various exhi-
bits and it will be for the Government to judge of it.

17. It is with deep regret that two Officers of the age and standing of Colonel Boulderson
and myself and holding such responsible posts should appear before the very Government they
are bound in every way to serve and assist in the antagonistic light of the present correspondence.
But for my part I believe I am actuated by motives neither unkind nor cavilling but with a due
regard to my own and the public safety, for I solemuly declare that I never now commence upon
a case in the slightest degree of more than ordinary importance, but I do so with fear, suspicion

and dread lest my own character should be injured by some of the snares and pitfalls which
abound in the cases got up by the Police.

18.  In conclusion I would make one request as the first step towards a reformation in the
Preparation of cases previously to their being sent up to this Court, It is this : V

19. That in the event of a case of Felony or Larceny occurring the preliminary investiga-
tion at the Commissioner's Office is not allowed to pass from the hand of one Justice of the
Peace to another, but that he who commences if possible concludes it so far as the initiatory pro-
ceedings are concerned and that the case be sent with a list of all the witnesses and prisoners on
bail or in custody direct to the Magistrate without any reference to the Officer who attends
daily from the Commissioner’s office at each Court to take what is termed * the Reports.”

20. With regard to this taking of reports (at my Court at
be discontinued. I have found
confusion and mischief.

least) T urgently request it may
the practice fraught with many objections and giving rise to

2L If the report sheet is sent at 10 o’clock each day to my Court, I will take care that the
cases are carefully entered by a Clerk.

2. Apologising for this unpleasant trespass upon the patience of Government.

ORrDER THEREON, No. 673; dated 25th May 1858.

solved that copy of the above letter with its original enclosures be forwarded to Mr.

'n for his consideration and for any remarks that he may have to offer on jt in connec-

tion with the inquiry which he isnow pursuing.
Mr. Hudleston will also explain in his report what is the system followed in the Madras

Police tovr preparing cas.es and bringing them before the Magistracy, and will ascertain by refer.
ence to tae several Magistrates as well as to the Commissioner what is their opinion in regard to
t=)

No. 34,

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
C}zief Secrelary.
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