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Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, 11th May 1858,

No. 49. Read the following letter from Lieutenant Colonel H. COLBECK, Senior Magistrate

of Police; to T. PYCROET, Esq., Chief Secretary to Gevernment, dated Royapet,
5th May 1858, No. 23.

S1r,

Understanding that the Commissioner of Police has forwarded to Government certain state-
ments and correspondence emanatirg from a murder case recently before me, | have the honor
to enclose the depositions taken in the matter and in doing so I cannot refrain from offering
certain explanations and comments regarding them.

2. The murder case was entered for my investigation on the 31st March last, and the
taking of depositions each day after the bench was over went on in due course until the 9th
Ultimo when Mr. Grant the Secretary to the Widow and Orphan’s Fund appeared before me and
gave his evidence, while he was waiting in my room for the fair copy to be brought for his sig-
nature he made some observations regarding the murder case. Among other things he said * [
hear Sooboolal purchased some cloths on the Monday evening before he was missing.” I said
“No." He said *“ perhaps I have been misinformed. I heard something about this and that some
men accompanied the woman Amoordum to buy some sovereigns. I said “ impossible, I know
nothing of it.”

3. After Mr. Grant had left, I sent for the Talliar Naick Roodruppen and knowing the
character I had to deal with I addressed him to the following effect * where are the people frem
whom Sooboolal purchased cloths shortly before his death, and where are the people connected
with the purchase of the sovereigns?” He became much confused and said * if you wish it I will
produce them.” I asked him where they were? He said “a man named Chedumbra Chetty is
out on bail, I have got the cloths, 1 will bring the Shroff and the cloth merchants to-morrow.”
I said how dare you conceal all these important circumstances fron®e ? He first said * the
Coroner told me it was no use bringing them to your notice; then he said Mr. Clarke told me. "
Afterwards he said I intended to bri g
I asked him ““if he had mentioned any of these circumstances in his deposition or in his usual
preliminary explanation of the case he had brought before me ? He admitted he had not, saying
he had no opportunity because I had always gone away. I asked Lim if I had not sat for hours
each day patiently investigating the case? He then said, that ht had done very wrong, but he

hoped I would pardon him.

all this to your notice but I have had no opportunity.”

4. 1 immediately wrote a note to Colonel Boulderson begging Roodruppen might be re-
lieved from charge of the case, stating how he had deceived me and pointed out the very serious
comsequences that might have ensued had the circumstances I related to him been discovered for
the first time in the Supreme Court.

5. In reply to this I received the note marked A and appended, by which it ap eared that
J pp
the Commissioner’s suspicions against Roodruppen had been previously roused, but of this I was
in ignorance,

6. It will be observed in note A that Jemadar Kistnah Singh was directed to appear before
me and render his assistance, but he did not do so and Roodruppen remained in charge of the
case and I felt that I had not only its intricacies to urgavel, but sedulously to guard against the
palpable intent to deceive on the part of the Police Officers themselves, the very persons bound
to render me every assistance.

7. It may not be an unfitting time here to observe upon the bearing and manner of one of
the prisoners Vencatasawmy Buthen. From the first he was extremely excited and repeatedly
made violent assertions that the Police had fabricate | the whole case. He complained of parties
who could give evidence favorable to him being kept out of the way. I had great difficulty from

time to time in quietin him, telling him I would see justice done him, he declared Roodruppen
g 2 S J F of |
had in his possession apers which he was withholding, that tho ers would throw light upon
o I o i
Sooboolal’s death.

8. Reference to the depositions will shew that Roodruppen did withhold certain papers
and how they were drawn from him, but Vencatasawmy Buthen positively affirrued there were
others though they were not forthcoming.




=]

w2

TR g "

Nas

o

SRR L

ot

—

Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, 11th May 1858.

i oL s A P bl g g e PERPELA e S R i i b A S A P o A e

.

e ——

dence. My belief is if Sooboolal was murdered at all, it was not in the house of Vencatasawmy
Buthen. Would there not have been some traces of blood or the recent washing of it out some-
where ?

24. Let the razor (marked C) be examined and from the corroded state of the blade I con-
tend that it would to this hour have borne some stain upon it or the appearance of very recent

grinding.

25. Sooboolal's death I confess is involved in deep mystery. My own impression (after
sixty-eight hours of patient investigation) is that the evidence brought forward upen the prose-
cution is mainly suborned and that the family of the late Sooboolal have lent themselves to the
plot. Many things tend in my mind to corroborate this view of the case and I have no hesita-
tion in saying that for myself I give far more credence to the defence thau to the prosecution.

96. T am aware that this cpinion may not find response with those unaccustomed to deal
much with the Police, but 10 years’ experience has painfully convinced me that conspiracy and
subornation of perjury is but of too common occurrence, and the Talliar Naick Roodruppen has
on several occasions and particularly in two cases of importance come under my strongest suspi-
cion, but proof of guilt in such cases is almost impossible. y

27. After the dismissal of the case and the release of the prisoners, I wrote privately to
Colonel Boulderson bringing to his notice that serious accusations had been made against one of
the Deputy Commissioners of Police Ramachundra Row, and giving it asmy opinion that the
matter should go further. I have not a copy of my private note, but I request it may be called
for from Colonel Boulderson, I received in reply the note marked B appended.

98. I was anxious that the whole matter should be referred to Government, but as the ac-
cused were the subordinates not cf myself but of the Commissioner of Police, I deemed it a mat-
ter of etiquette to bring the case to his notice in the hope that upon the receipt of the depositions
from me, he would have asked permission and forwarded them for the consideration of the Right
Honorable the Governor in Council. T acted towards Colonel Boulderson as 1 would he should
towards me under similar circumstances.

29. The note marked B plainly shewed me that Colonel Boulderson was unwilling to
believe anything to the discredit of his sabordinates, but as I held opinior.s diametrically at vari-
ance with those expressed in his note, addressed to him officially a letter No. 19, dated 2lst
April 1858, (copy appended) receiving in reply No. 289, (copy attached.) This elicited from
me No. 20, dated 23rd April 1858, (copy appended.)

30. On the 29th of last month, one of the prisoners in the murder case (the woman Amoor-
dum) waited upon me and demanded sundry cloths, &ec., now in my custody. 1 told her it was
possible she might be again apprehended and arraigned before me upon fresh evidence and that
for the present I should retain the property. She left the office, and on the Ist of this month 1
received from her a petition marked C appended.

No. 50. ORDER THEREON, No. 618; dated 11th May 1858.

Ordered that the above letter with the papers and articles therewith transmitted be forward.-
ed to Mr. William Hudleston, in reference to Extract Minutes Consultation 11th Instant,
No. 617.

(Signed) T.PY CROFT,
Chief Secretary.

* Ezd. ¥. Cartledge.
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