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Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, 11th May 1858.

T - i e e

No. 16. Read the following letter from GEORGE ELLIS, Esq., late Acting Civil and. Session
Judge of Combaconum ; toT. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, dated
Cuddalore, 14th April 1858.

SIR,

At the risk of appearing intrusive and importunate, L have to request that the Right Honor-
able the Governor in Council will permit me to offer a few remarks on the Extract from  the
Minutes of Consultation, Judicial Department, under date the 8th March 1858.

2. I bow to the decision of Government which declares me justly liable for certain de-
falcations in the Combaconum Court Treasury during my tenure in office,

3. I however now beg to appeal * ad misericordiam” of the Right Honorable the Governor
in Council, and in support of that appeal would urge,

1st. That, as it is stated in para. 3 of Minutes of Consultation under acknowledgment,
that the Court of Sudder Udalut are incorrect in stating that the money was
proved to have been embezzled whilst I was in charge of the Court, so far an
inference may be drawn in my favor that such embezzlements were not caused by
my neglect;

2ndly. That the decision of Government is tantamount to imposing a fine upon me
for neglecting to ascertain by refercuce to the Cash Book that the money had been
paid into the Cash Chest ; and that such a mode of marking the displeasure of
Government, is, though perfectly legitmate, unusual.

4. 1 have stated that the decision above referred to, amounts to a fine, and for this reason.

Had I refused, (as I am now prepared to admit, as pointed out by Government, was my
proper course) to disburse this money, the party to whom it was due, though he might have had
to wait some time while the accounts were beinz adjusted, would ultimately have received it
from the hands of Government, and though I was guilty of omission in not referring to the Cash
Book, the only result of my act was to anticipate what undoubtedly would have been the equita-
ble decision of Government though at a later date.

5. Had I disbursed Government money recklessly and wastefully, I should not have at-
tempted any justification ; and I am only induced at present to trouble the Right Honorable the
Governor in Council with any further observations in the hope that as this is the first occasion
on which I have incurred the censure of Government for any official act, and that as in reality
Government have not been put to any loss by the act which has called forth their remarks, the
Right Honorable the Governor may on these grounds be pleased to remit the fine which has-
been imposed on me.

No. 1%, ORDER THERERON, No. 599; dated 7th May 1858.

The Government cannot alter the orders already passed in this case.

Mzr. Ellis’ letter urges nothing new. He has disbursed public money without authority and
must refund it. ,

It is so important to enforce the exercise of ordinary care and circumspection on Officers
entruzted with Government money, that no excuse can be admitted for the omission of such
obvious precautions.

(Signed) .T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.

Exd, F, Cartlodge.
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