


No. 1. Read the following letter from E. STORY, Esq., Commissioner of Tinnevelly ; to T.
PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated 20th March
1858, No. 235.

SIr,

I have the honor to submit herewith, for the information of the Right Honorable the Gover-
nor in Council, an English translation of the Record of case No. 1 of 1858, on the file of the Com-
missioner of Tinnevelly, tried and disposed of by me under Act X VI of 1857.

i e e

Zillah of Tinnevelly, 1858.
Case No. 1 of 1858, on the Tinnevelly Commissioner’s file.
Trial for the Crime of Sedition.

Prosecutor Revd. J. Thomas, by Vakeel Aroolannnthum Pillay.
Versus

Prisoner Ramasamy Taven.

Proceedings of the Court. Trial commenced on the 6th and closed on the 18th March 1858.

The Commissioner ‘having attentively perused and considered the documents received from
the Acting Head Assistant Magistrate, No. 1 to 19, proceeds with the trial of the prisoner.

The prisoner is brought into Court by the Nazir.
The prosecutor’s Vakeel also attends,
The Government Vakeel opens the trial by reading the charge.

Arraignment.—Prisoner Ramasamy Taven, you stand at the bar charged by the prosecutor
with having at 12 A. M. on the 15th September 1857, in the village of Thachamoley; in the Pun-
jamal talook, committed seditious acts and used highly seditious language tending to forward the
designs of the rebels, who are waging war against the State. How say you prisoner Ramasamy
Taven are you guilty of this crime or not ?

Prisoner Ramasamy Taven—not guilty.

Saturday, 6th. Prosecutor’s Vakeel Aroolanunthum.—The prosecutor’s Vakeel Aroolanun-
thum Nadan, son of Elliapermal Nadan, Shanar caste, a Christian, Vakeel, aged 25 years, residing
at Thutchemoley attached to the talook of Punchamal, having been caused to make the solemn
affirmation requived by Act No. V of 1840, the following examination takes place.

A. On the 1st of Pooratassy (15th September) last, the prisoner and 13 others painted the
compound wall of the prosecutor’s bungalow with red ochre, and placed idols thereon, and when
questioned by Paramanenthem Obadasey, this prisoner and the others said ¢ the Europeans have
retreated ; are you not aware of Europeans have been cut and murdered at the north.” On men-
tioning the circumstance to the Curnum and Village Moonsiff, the prisoners in Commissioner’s
case No. 1 of the past year, they said ¢ mind your business ; prefer a complaint if you like.” I
presented a complaint on behalf of the prosecutor at the Police against this prisoner, and when
the prisoner'was apprehended and being brought under a Warrant, 42 Marravers came and struck
me and one of the Warrant peons, and snatching away my handkerchief valued at 1} Rupees,
rescued the prisoner and went away.  On coming to know on the following day that the prisoner
was concealing himselfat another place, I went with the Warrant peon and Village Moonsiff and
others, and a.pprehended the prisoner. This is all.

A. to the prisoner’s question,—Your village Pallamcoolum is at the distance of two miles
from mine, but you resided at Thatchamoly and watched that village as a Cavilgar at the time
the crime was commiitted. The 1st witness is my elder brother.
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firmed before me in open Court, this 6th day of March 1858.
(Signed) R. G. CLARKE,

Commissioner.
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he prosecution being closed, the prisoner is addressed by

Memorandum.—The evidence for t
the Court as follows:— *“you have heard what the prosecutor's Vakeel and the witnesses for the

prosecution have stated against you, if you have any thing to urge in your defence, now state it.”’
The prisoner answers that he has, and states as follows :— :

Saturday, 6th. Prisoner Ramasamy Taven.—Defence of the prisoner Ramasamy Taven, son of
Soodalamoottoo Taven, Maravah caste, Siva sect, a Cavilgar and ploughman, aged 37 years, resid.
ing at Pallamkenaroo attached to the talook of I'unjamal.

A.—1I did not go to the place, nor did I say anything regarding 'gentlemen.
I was at Coolasagarapatam on the day in question. My wit-
son of Soobramonia Taven, and Meckoompermal, son of

9. They should be summoned and examined.
Mark of RAMASAMY TAVEN.

y of March 1858.
(Signed) R. G. CLARKE,

Commissioner.

I have done

nothing, they unjustly accuse me,
nesses to this point are Velliah Taven,
Chinna Moottoo Taven of the said village,

Taken before me in open Court, this 6th da

Examination resumed on the 10th March.

‘Wednesday, 10th. Prisoner Ramasamy Taven.
is reported to be sick and the other is in attendance, what say you respecting this ?

A.—1 beg that Arreapoottra Taven,
may be summoned instead of the witness who s sick, and examined.

Mark of RAMASAMY TAVEN.

Taken before me in open Court, this 10th day of March 1858.
(Signed) R. G. CLARKE,

Commissioner.

Examination resumed on the 18th March 1858.
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(Signed) E. STORY,
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(True translation.) ommissioner.

(Signed) E. STORY,

Commissioner,

st Georger Judical Connltation, 716h April 1858,

y, and pleaded an alibi, to prove which he

The prisoner pleaded not guilt
have altogether failed in establishing the

Sentence.—1.
d two witnesses. These witnesses

called and examine
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9, This prisoner was fully mentione
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charge brought against him.

3. The st and 2nd prisoners in case

year'’s imprisonment with hard labor in irons,
4. The present prisoner is also a Cavilgar and i
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he prisoner of the

No. 1 were Cavilgars, and were each sentenced to one
under Section XI, Act XVI of 1857.

s therefore similarly sentenced. -

(Signed) E. STORY,
: Commissiener.

18th March 1858."
(True Copy.)

(Signed) E. STORY,

Commissioner.
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Prosecutor’s Vakeel's complaint.—-Translation of a complaint presented to Vycoonthanatha
Ameen of Padookaput, by Aroolanunda Nadan, son of Elliapermaul
attached to the above division, Vakeel on behalf of Revd. Mr. Thomas.

The Hindoo inhabifants of Thutchenmoly painted the western wall of the Mission bungalow
id village with white and red stripes, and placed idols of the shape of a bird’s
ards the State, respecting which a complaint was presented

on the 15th September 1857, and of the defendants that were concerned in the matter, Village
Moonsift Vunnamoothookaryau] en 1, No. Curnem Ramasawmyapil]ay 2, Mettoo peon Chockuppa
Naicken 3, Vellia Taven 4, Ramasawmy Taven 5, Moottoosawmy Taven 6, Ramaliganauthy 7,
Peramamoottoo Chetty 8, and Soobramanien Chetty 9, have been sentenced by the Zillah Court.
As the remaining 5 individuals, viz., Paramaseven chetty 1, Vellien pillay 2, Sunkeralingom pillay

alias Samoovail pillay 3, Volymoottoo pillay 4, and Ramasawmy Taven of Palumgolum 5, are to
1 pray that you will kindly file this petition,

be apprehended through a Warrant and punished.
issue a Warrant for the said 5 individuals and cause their apprehension and punishment. (Con-

cludes with complements).

Pillay, the division Police
Nadan, of Thutchenmoly,

situated at the aforesa
head, and used seditious language tow

(Signed) VYCOONDANADA Pillay,
16th February, 1858. Police Ameen.

Aroolanunthum.—Translation of a deposition given on solemn affirma-
rate of Tinnevelly, on the 5th March 1858, by Aroo-
a Vakeel of Revd. Mr. Thomas,

Prosecutor’s Vakeel
tion before the Acting Head Assistant Magist
lanunthum, son of Elyapermal Nadan, Shanar caste, a Christian,
aged 25 years, residing at Voodoovarum in Punjamal talook.

Q. What is your complaint against the prisoner now present, state it 2
er Ramasawmy and 14 others of his pa

A. On the 15th September last, this prison
washed the wall of the bungalow of Revd. Mr. Thomas at Tachamoly, Sattancolum,
earth over it, and formed and placed idols; and on being questioned respecting it by the inspect-
ing Cetechist, they used aspersions saying « are there Europeans here, they are running aways

the leaving bunglows built by them, are you not aware of the war that is going on in the north.”
This prisoner also was p le to him. The Village
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men are being stabbed an
may choose.” Afterwards all were at the sam

we took a Warrant for apprehending this prisoner,
took him into custody on the following day.
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I have looked at Ramasamy Taven of Pulamgolum, who is now before the Cutcherry, he is
one of the defendants who formed earthen idols and placed them on the wall of the bungalow
oovarum, and who painted the said wall with white and red earth
d about it, used seditious language towards the State and the Mis-
sionaries at 12 o’clock at noon of the 15th September 1857, heis the individual whom I hve-
named in the deposition which I have formerly given in this matter, as Ramsawmy Taven of .

Pulangolum, he is one of the defendants.

Witnesses. (Signedy PAUKEANATHEN,

(Signed) CHOCKALINGUM Pillay,
No. Curnum of Rendoosollanulloor.

Rk 35 ey VYTHIANATHIEN,
Acting No. Curnum of Coolasaigarapatam.

Eogrrad) VYCOONTHANATHA Pillay,
Police Ameen.

9nd witness Packeenathen.—Translation of a deposition given on solemn affirmation be-
fore the Acting Head Assistant Magistrate of Tinnevelly, on the 5th March 1858, by Packeena-
then, son of Amoothanoyagamo‘ochun'dem; Shanar caste, a Christian, gardener, aged 20 years,
residing at Sathaunkolum'in Punjamall talook. ; _

Q. You have heard the deposition which was now read over. Isitthe same you gave

pefore the Police ?

A.  Yes,

Q. Look at the prisoner who is now present, in what case was he concerned, state it ?

A. He placed earthen idols on the western compound wall of the bungalow belonging to
the Reverénd Mr. Thomas, at Thutchenmoly Oodoovaura Veeramarthaundanelloor, attached to
on the 1st Peruttasy (15th September 1857) and he painted the wall with white
and red stripesy and when he was questioned regarding it, he used seditious language towards
{lie Stafe and aspersed the Missionaries and Europeans. There were certain others also with him
at the time. I have referred to him in my former deposition. I saw him in the gang.

(Signed) PACKEENATHEN.

Megnanaporem,

Solemnly affirmed before me, March 5th, 1858.

(Signed) H. AMES,
Acting Head Assistant Magistrate.

Prisonér Ratmasamy Taven.—Translation of a declardtion given before Vyeoonthanatha
Pillay, Police Ameen of Padookaput, on the 25th February 1858, or 15th Mausy Andoo 1033,
by Ramasamy Taven, son of Soodalamoottoo Taven, Marava caste, Siva sect, a Cavulgar and
cultivator, aged 37 years, residing at Sadyenkinaroo, attached to Pulamgolum.

I heard the complaint preferred by Aroolanumtha Nadan, Vakeel, oni' behalf of Reverend
Mr. Thomas; of Megnanapoorum, and the depositions of witnessés, in support of it read over.
I did not, as stated therein, paint the bungalow at Tachamoly with white and red earth, and
form and keep earthen idols ; nor did I, on being questioned respecting it, use seditious' lan-
guage towards the State and the Missionaries. They have thus’ vainly accused me through
some’ enimity. ’ : I v ik Fo

Mark of RAMASAWMY TAVEN.

Witnesses. : . .
(Sighed) CHOCKALINGUM PILLAY, :
No. Curnum of Rendoosollanulloor.

(Signed) VYTHIANATHIEN, _ 5
Aeting No. Curnum of Coolasaigarapatam.

AR S
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Examination resumeq immediately.
Q. Were you previous!

h o 1 . 5
A6 Tt i ¥ charged with any crime and punished ?

Withesa, Mark of RAMASAMY TAVEN.
(Signed) CHOKALINGUM PILLAY,
No. Curnum of Rendoosollanulloor.

P! VYTHIANATHIEN,
Acting No.

!

Curnum of Coolasaigampatam.

(Signed) VYCOONTHANATHA PILLAY,

: Police Ameen.
Prisoner Ramasam e

Assistant Magistrate of Tinnevelly, on the 5th Mare
Soodalymoottoo Taven, Maray caste, Siva sect

village of Sadyenkenur in Punjamal talook
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more than 3 miles from Meignanapoorum
to obtain money for purchasing Jaggery.

T .
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Painted the wall with white and red stripes,
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Given before me, Mkt fina Mark of RAMASAWMY.
(Signed) H. AMES,
deting Head Assistant Magistrate.
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:n(‘iiifi‘““s“l‘g highly of Meignana- nadan 1. sgcutor’s %akeel y. % 1
g d.ous anguage| Poorum, by his| Pauckeenau-l2 Do. do. do. 1st witness 1
¢ |tending to forward% s| Vakeel Aroola- then 2.3 Do. do. do. 2nd dosit-
g the designs of the|® I}  nunthun, - 4 Do. do. do. Defendant 1
& |rebels who are wag.-| ., 5 Urzee addressed by the Po-
o |ing war against thel & . ; lice Ameen of
§ State, at 12 a. m.,| & .3 ‘ Padookaputt in Pun-
% lon the 15th.Sep- S jamal talook 1, with its
£ [tember 1857, in thel e enclosures 15 1€.
e |village of Tacha-|3 l‘g“

moly in the Punja-™ |
mal talook ’

(Signed) H. AMES,
Acting Hd. Asst. Magt..

Remarks.—The Police Ameen forwarded the parties on the
25th February 1858. They arrived on the 4th March, the Act-
ing Head Assistant Magistrate having been on Circuit.

(True Translations and Copy.)
(Signed) E. STORY,

Tinnevelly, }
Commissioner-

Sth March 1858.

h 1858, by Ramasawmy Taven, son of

l, S d one . oi 18580
1 O 1

No. 2. A Vakalutnamah. :
Return thereto.
6. A Warrant and a
3 A Summons to the witnesses and a Return therei.:o. 2 S,
i W t peon’s report to the effect that certain individuals rescued a p
No. 8. arran ;
der the Warrant. - ‘ -
£ apprehend;d i rirof the Village Moonsiff and Mettoo peon regarding the rescue of a per
No. 9. repo :
into custody under a Warrant. . : :
who was tal;:n 1;(3 ort of do. regarding the transmission of a Bf{sQnet to the tal:}:)]; e
11:11'0. s1)() .A Li}s)t to the effect that the records of later period do not shew tha p
0. 10. A -
nished. : N
a formeilly Pl;) shewing the ‘date of apprehension of the prisoner and forwa1dlpg ‘
No, 11. Do. ; PP
others to the Acting Head Assistant Magistrate. R
i id to the prisoner.
. shewing that batta was not pai L3 %
il ]1;0 of the Police officer to the effect that the case shoul.d be i"mw.;;]deg otl(; mi:
NOI-{13(-1 As;?:t};nt Magistrate in view to its being committed for trial bg ore the
Acting Hea
| i istant
swne; 14. Urzee of the Police Ameen forwarding the case to the Acting Head Assis
0. 14. 1
Magistrate.

No. 15. Repart of the casg, (Signed) E. STORY,

Commissioner,

ORDER THEREON, No, 518 : dated 21st April 1-858. AR,
No. 2. . letter, the Commissioner of Tinnevelly §ubm1ts atral.xslatlox} of the e
s a:gve ehis ;ile In thié case the prisoner is charged with h:avmg coxc;n.msen
of e 2 Of(;Sh ’i(:) used highly seditious language.” He has be'en conv1ct;g,valn( f]i857
i A R r’sa;m glp'isonment with hard labor in irons, under Section ?, J.Xct : ) 4 :
tenced tO. one. );.easuna_ ' 92, It has been already pointed to the Comm\;s.sm_ng.;;, -m; : :11)1111-:1.'
]’2::‘:':29&1?\‘;323 l:{ils’m’ case 1\io. 1 of 1857, that this Act has no.t b.een put in force muqder .
g sidency; but that offences of this descrlptmn. ({:lefﬂrl_iy;ac‘olx:izqm.)tations.
isi XIV of 1857. He should be careful in fut\.n‘e to a.wox '-s‘1m 5 e
et e lso observe that the indictment in this case 1s dx.zmn up in s1d ft s
. Govemme'ntba Seol ; ossible for any one to plead to it. Thfa indictment 51(110‘1; itr;] £
tem‘:} astl:o "‘13::: :1':1:1 tianrxe Z.tpwhich the offence was committed, but it should also definitely
eci e . ;
igecseﬂitiouls’ acts and words charged against the prisoner. PO it
4. After a full and attentive consideration of the record o .ltlsf the, bl R
in th : Jusion come to by the Commissioner in regard to the guilt o s Ip e i
e e s they resolve to mitigate the sentence, under Act X 0 oy ,re A
f:e;‘:l:n?;:;:? i:;:izonmznt, at the termination of which Ramasawmy Taven will be req

find good security for good behaviour in future.

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.

Exd, I, Cartledge.
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