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No. 23. Read the following letter from J. J. COTTON, Esq., Commissioner of Masulipatam ;
to T. PYCROFT, Esq , Chief Secretary to Government, Judicial Department, Madras,
dated 9th April 1858, No. 21.

SIR,

1. A gang of 29 prisoners have been forwarded to me for trial on the charge of having been
concerned in the daring attack upon the Government Treasury and town of Juggiahpettah, in the
month of November last.

2. The evidence sent up in the above case is very far from satisfactory, nor indeed from the
nature of the crime charged and from the immense number of the Rohillas, &c., (about 600 per-
sons) is it likely that primary and independent evidence of a reliable nature is forthcoming, as al-
most the whole of the inhabitants of the town made their escape as soon as the attack was com-
menced, and the personal recognition of the offenders is not to be expected. Under these cir-
cumstances, I request the permission of Government to offer a free pardon to such of the parties
now or at a future time sent up for trial, who upon examination may not appear to have beén ac-
tively concerned in the attack, but who may appear able and willing to give evidence on points
which they alone can be expected to know.

3. Among the prisoners now before me, there are apparently some few who are of a different
class altogether to the Rohillas, and from their statements, were employed as coolies to carry loads
for the gang, and were consequently some time in their company, both before and after the at-
tack, and may have been also present when it took place, without taking any active part in it
(horse-keepers and such like) and I request a discretionary power to release such and make them
witnesses.

No. 24. ORDER THEREON, No. 493 ; dated 16th April 1858,

1. Under the circumstances represented in the foregoing letter, the Government authorize
the Commissioner of Masulipatam to offer a free pardon to such of the parties concerned in the

attack on the Town and Treasury at Juggiahpettah, who, upon examination, may not appear to
bave been actively engaged init, on condition of their making a full disclosure of all the facts
within their knowledge, and giving all the information in their power regarding the members of
the gang. Mr. Cotton will, however, be careful to exercise this power within due bounds
always exempting principals from such offers of pardon.

R.  Persons of the description referred to by the Commissioner in para. 3 of his letter, if
only coolies, were probably present through compulsion ; and if this be the case, the Govern-
ment consider, they should not be made amenable to punishment.

(Signed) H. FORBES,
Acting Secretary to Govt.

Fxd. F. Cartledge.
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