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Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, 9th April‘ 1858

No. 29. Read the following letter from W. FISHER, Esq., Magistrate of Canara; to the
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Sadashigur, 24th March

1858, No. 27.
SIR,

With reference to my letter of the 19th Instant, I have the honor to state for the informa-
tion of Government, that I sailed with Captain Taylor, I. N., on that night and reached Sadashi-
gur on Tuesday the 23rd, bringing up Lieutenant Miller of the 16th Regiment, and 20 men to
re-inforce this post. We failed in getting up the river to Mullapoor on that day; but I left for
that place in my own boat yesterday afternoon, having sent forward (as I thought) certain parties,
who from their position, would be likely to obtain information as to the movements of the rebels
in the neighbourhood of the Nushy Ghaut. On nearing Mullapoor, I found that these people
had not preceded me as I thought, and I returned during the night in order to collect others here
who can obtain the information I require.

The ryots in this neighbourhood are much alarmed, and all the more wealthy portion of the
community near the Ghauts, have removed their families to the coast, or into the Goa Territory.
From what I have been able to learn, the rebels are in possession of several of our frontier
Custom Houses above the Ghauts, and they levy duty on all goods passing them. This means
of supply must be cut off, and as Mr. Robinson is, I find, rather weakened than assisted by the
Bellary Detachment, which consists chiefly of siege train and Cavalry, both equally useless in
such a country as Soopah, and against such a foe as Hanamuntha Sawunt, I have sent off an
express to Major Hodson, requesting him to proceed with all disposable men to Sadashigur, if
Mangalore is provided for by the Brigadier Commanding Malabar and Canara, according to my
request. The enemy are strong enough to attack our posts. They have proclaimed the Pesh-
was’ Government and have offered a reward (in mockery perhaps) for the heads of Europeans.
The force from Bellary is not only useless I fear in such a field as we present to them, but the
cause of no little trouble, as they must be supplied with food in the jungle, which Native
Troops do not require.

I must observe, that T am making these statements on the strength of some observations of
Mr. Robinson in a letter to Mr. Binny, which has been sent on to me, all direct communication
being cut off, and none being possible except under escort. It was my intention to recall Mr.
Binny when Mr. Ballard took charge of the Sub-Collectorate; but circumstances made me
determine to keep him at Yellapoor for the present ; and I now find that on a requisition of Mr.
Robinson, he has started for his camp. Mr.‘?obinson is, I fear, feeling the consequences of con-
tinued exposure, anxiety and over-fatigue, and it is therefore well that I determined to come up
here, as I may possibly have to take his place.

Major Hodson will, if relieved, be able to bring up 200 men, and with this force he could
cut off the supplies now obtained by the rebels from traders, and open communications with the
Troops in the neighbourhood of Tinni. This seems the more necessary, as the spirit of distur-
bance has extended so much, that the Native Troops now in Soopah, seem able to do little more
than hold a certain additional number of posts and defend themselves when attacked. The nature
of the country and the tactics of the insurgents make it very difficult to strike a blow which
they would feel ; but a strong body of Troops if marched through the country along the back
of the Ghauts would detach sympathisers, and enable me to trace’ out the more active among
them. I am now inclined to think that a large portion of the men with the brothers Sawunt,
belong to this District, and that the rapid movement of a considerable body of Troops through-
the Ghaut country would have the best possible effect, as more villagers serve the rebels from
fear than inclination.

Under no circumstances can I expect Troops from Mangalore in less than a week, but if
they do come, they would proceed without disembarking to Mullapoor, and one long march
would then place them above the Ghauts.

If I cannot procure Troops from Mangalore, a portion of Europeans now in Soopah might
be sent to relieve the Sircy Detachment; but until I have managed to communicate with Mr.
Robinson, T hardly know what Troops have arrived or are expected, no official intimation having
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the matter will be referred to the Commander-in-Chief for such orders as His Excellency may
see fit to give, with a request that measures may be adopted for strengthening the force of Native
Infantry.

3. In anticipation of the event of Mr. Robinson being obliged from failure of health to
retire from the scene of activity and exposure in which he is at present engaged, the Government
resolve to transmit a Commission to Mr. Fisher, authorising him to act under Act X1V of 1857,
if he should find it necessary to do so.

4. Mr. Fisher may confidently rely on full consideration being given to the difficulties of
his position, in case the ordinary duties of his office should fall into arrears in consequence of his
presence with the force now in the field.

(Signed) H. FORBES,
Acting Secretary to Govt.

Exd. F. Cartledge.
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The Right Honomble the Governor in Council of Fort St. George,
under the authority vested in him by Section 1, Act XIV of 1857
hereby appoints you Commassioner, for..oom»—of the purposes speci-

/)t fied in thal Act within tbe lzmzts qf the esmprrreTr

accordingly directed to iy all or any persons or per-

You are
son charged with having committed an oﬁ'ence against the State, )
o 5 M/{W et or S W%,’A‘f m/‘%‘él
who may be commt ted before you by agistrate, or other Officer

|
having power 10 commst Sfor irial within the District, and upon con- l

viction you are authorized to pass sentences of pumshment in accord-

ance with the provisions of the said Act, No. X1V of 1857. ‘

This Commission s hereby declared to be in force w}.’u'le you

continue 1o hold the cffice of WM*-W

'W%W;LM, or until the further orders of Government. . ‘

By order of the Governor in Council.
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