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No. 46. Read the following letter from Lieut. Colonel H. COLBECK, Senior Magistrate of
Police; to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, dated Royapett,

Gth March 1858, No. 4.

©SIR,. - o

- . . 21 have the honor to request you will submit, for the consideration of the Right Honorable
the Governor in Council, a few observations with regard to Section 44 of the Police Act (anuex-

.
N

———

e i,

! od herewith.) - L o : P ’
) : - Cruelty and hardship are the general features presented in cases tried under this Section and
o el -~ from many, I select one before me during the current week as an instance in illustration of the

necessity of a measurc, which I have now the honor to recommend.

s -

Case.— A young girl aged about 13 years, of jrreproachable character, isliving with ber Aunt
an old and respectable woman, but of indigent circumstances. During the temporary absence of
: the Aunt in the evening the girl is enticed out and then carried to alone housc where for one
3 month she is detained against her will.* -Her betrayer (after violation) makes her over to the
S . keeper of a common brothel. From this after two months she éscapes and joins her Aunt.

The man who committed the injury is convicted before me and senteiced to imprisohment
with hard labor. He is a person possessed of some property, and had Section 4} empowered

T e i O
—’
. N

g e LS

. (. .< & compensation,” I should have awarded it in addition to the imprisonment. - .
Lo The girl was betrothed to her Cousin, (a son of theold woman) but under the circumstances,
}“ . ' respectable marriage is out of the question and her prospects are ruined. ) ’

I would now respectfully submit that discretionary power may be given to the Magistrates
to zet in Secction 44, as in Section 37 (annexed.) ‘ . - T,

) Should the Right Honorable the Governor in Council coipcide in this opinion, I can seenc -
difficulty, either legal or ‘otherwise in the measure. The'Se:ction ‘empowers the fine, which cnce
recovered, becomes the property of the Government, and authority from it would be su flicient to

s e~ - epable the Muglstiate to award the whole or any part of the fine in satisfaction for inj firies.

This power judiciously exercised would, I think, strengthen the hands of the Magistrate and
be a beois to the public. o -

——————

Acr XIII or 1856.~POLICE.

Scetion XLIV. Whoever uqlawfully takes away, or detains against her will, any womz
or female child, or unlawfully takes, or entices away, or detains, any female child under the age
of fourteen years, out of the possession, custody, or protection, and against the will of the hus-
band, parent, guardian, or other person, who has the Tawful charge-or government of such child,
for the purpose of living in adultery or concubinage with such woman or child, or for the pur-
pose of prostitution, or of deflouring her, or disposing of her in marriage. shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor, and shall, on summary conviction beforea Magistrate, be liable to imprisomuent.,
with or without hard labor, for any term not exceeding six months, or to fine not exceeding five.
hundred Rupecs, or to both; or, at the discretion of the Magistrate, may be committed for trial

before Her Majesty's Supreme Court of Judicature.

. « . . (A true Extract.) .
Madras, Royapett Police Court,} (Signed) . I COLBECK, ‘ .
_— LT ) 5th AMarch 1858. ) L Co- - Senior ]‘Iagis[rale Of Police. -

Act XIII or 1856.—POLICE.

_ Section XXXVIL Whoever commits any assault, forcible éntry, or other ixljur:w," accom-
panied with force, not being felony, against the person or propertj’ of any person, \x‘l;atéoever
- shall be liable to a fine not.exceeding onc hundred Rupees, or to imprisox;ment, with or withou,r.

. hard‘]abor, for any-term not exceeding four months. And if the penalty adjudged be a fine, the
) .Magl.strafe may award the whole or any part tbereof to the party ag.griev'ed Ly way of satisfaction
for such injury. : ' ' ’ '

. . " (A true Extract.)

kR " (Signed)- H. COLBECK, o
e Senior Magistrate of.Police.-
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Fo;t St Georfre, Ju(lzczal Consultalwn, 30t% J[(nch 1808

No. 47, .Orprz THEREON, No. 416 dated 29th March IS.SS.
"Wie Government wre unable to confer the power applied for in the above letter.
Seetien H, Aet X111, 1836, dacs
oo wox portion of the fines infl

icted under it boi NG i
partics,

Such proyision could not now be mad.

s ernmnent do ot sce suflicient cause to refer the matter,

ppropriated as cmrp nsation for the injured

(S_igned) H. FORBES,
Acting Sceretary to Gort.
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