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' : Fort St.” George, Judicial Consullation, 30th March

I e e e et S 8 48 T 1 0 .. e ey
! . No. 6. Read the following letter from E. STORY, Esq., Commissioner, Tinnevelly ; to T.
i PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated 18th

November 1857, No. 1221.
Sir, L .
I have the honor to submit herewith for the information of the Right Honorable the Go-
nglish @ranslation of the rcgord of a case- tried by me under Act XVI
d by Act X1V, together with the sentence passed therein.

et e et

vernor in Council, an E

! of 1857, under the power veste
. The prisoners were in the first instance committed by the Police to the Court of the

[2]
Prin:i.pal Sudder Ameen, by whom they were held to bail pending the trial ; but upon an appeal
imade to me against this proceeding, I considered the case as falling under Section II, Act XVI
of 1857, and ordered the Magistrate to call it up from the Principal Sudder Ameen and com-
mit it to me direct. . ' ‘ ‘ '
ZILLAH.OF TINNEVELLY. 1857,
Casc No. 1 of 1857, on the Tinnevelly Commissioner’s file.
Trial for the crime of Sedition,
.Prosecutor. : :

Rev. J. Thomas, by Vakeel Soobramonia Pillay.

T : : Versus.
. Prisoners.
1 Ramasamytaven. ; 6 Velliataven, Cavilgar.
2 Moottoosamytaven.. . 7 Vunnamootoo.Carialum, Village Moonsiff.
8 Permamoottoo Chetty. 8 Ramasawmy Pillay, Number Curnum.-
4 Soobramonean Chetty. _ and
_ 5 Ramalinga Vathear. .9 Chockuppa Naicken, Mettoo peon. |
Proceedings of the Court.—Trial commenced on the 20th October and closed on the

10th November '1857. .
The Commissioner having attentively perused and considered the documents received from

the Magistrate, No. 1 to 45, proceeds with the trial of the prisoners.
e brought into Court by the Nazir. '

P e )

i

A

" The prisoners ar '
The prosecutor's Vakeel also attends. .o .
4 '~‘ .  The Government Vakeel opens the trial by reading the charge.
Arraignment.—Prisoners Ramasamytaven, - Moottoosamytaven, Permamoottoo Chetty,
Soobramonien Chetty, Ramalinga Vathear, Velliataven, Vunnamoottoo Carialum, Ramasawmy
Pillay and Chockuppa Naicken, you stand at the bar charged by the prosecutor for seditious acts
and for using highly seditious language, tending to forward. the designs of the rebels who are
12 A.* M. on the 15th September 1857, in the villoge of Thucha-

v
et vy ppce—toby

waging war against the State, at
“moly, in Punjamal '.'_[‘alook. i
How say you prisoners " Ramasamytaven, Moottoosamytaven, Peramamoottoo Chetty,
Soobramonien Chetty, Ramalinga Vathiar Velliataven, Vunnamoottoo carialun, Ramasamyapillay
and Chockuppa Naicken, are you guilty of this crime or not.
- 1st prisoner Ramasamytaven, not guilty.
2nd prisoner Moottoosamytaven, not guilty.
3rd prisoner Permamootoo Chetty, not guilty.
4th prisoner Soobramonien Chetty, not guilty.
5th prisoner Ramalinga Vathiar, not guilty.
6th prisoner Velliataven, not guilty.
7th prisoner Vunnamoottoo Carialum, not guilty.
§th prisoner Ramasamypillay, not guilty.
: 9th prisoner Chockuppa Naicken, not guilty. *
Thursday, 29th October 1857, Prosecutor’s Vakeel, Soobramoniapillay.

The prosecutor’s Vakeel Soobramoniapillay, son of Ponnumbalempillay, Vellala caste, Siva
a Vakeel under the Rev, Mr, Thomas of Megnanapoorum, aged 42 years’ residing at Sattar.-
- A ‘
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colum in Punjamal Talook, having been caused to make the sol

emn afliirmation required by Act
No. V of 1810 the following examination takes place. : '

The 3rd witness sent the 4th to the Reverend Mr. Paul at Sattancolum, with a message to
say that at about 12 o’clock in the day time of Tuesday, the 15th September 1837, the prisoners
who are now before the Court,and Ramasamytaven, a Cavilgar of Pallencolum 1,0leymoottoopillay
2, Paramasivenchetty 3, Sunkaralingompillay 4, and Velliempillay 5, who are now absent,

making in all 14 persons, were engaged in placing small earthen idols on the western wall of the
Thatchenmooly Olagoosurren bungalow and in painting the wall wit}

h white and red streaks :
that on discovering this the gardener (4th witness) of the bungalow went up and questioned

the said defendants, but as no direct answer was given, he (the gardener, 4th witness) went and
reported the circumstance to the 3rd witness who is the Superintendent of the village, where-
upon the said 3rd witness, and the 4th, 2nd and 1st witnesses and one ‘Theerthan alias Pakianatha
Mookenden and Soodalamoottoonadan alias Sooveesashamoottoonadan who are now absent, went
to the place where the idols were placed, and of them the 3rd witness addressed the dcfcn.dants
saying, ¢ the bungalow is a place where Reverend gentlemen and Europeans come and reside,
can idols be placed on the wall of such a bungalow and the wall painted contrary to religion,"
that the Ist, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th and Gth prisoners and 5 others who are absent, making in
all 11 persons, then replied, « you are come to boast of the terms Europeans and Mis.-
sionary. The Europeans were cut and made to retreat in the north.
- been received and the Europeans who are here are running  away.
you are making a boast (of them),” that the 8rd witness thc}eupon spcke to the
7th, 8th and 9th prisoners saying, * They are aspersing the Europeans in this
can you, who are Circar people, be listening to it,”and that the 7th,
ers then answered,  be off, the circumstance of their having retreated is known to all. You may
“complain regarding the motter and we shall answer.” I was present. when the said 4th witness
came and reported the circumstance to the Reverend M. Paul, and he directed me to enquire
into the matter. I and the 4th witness set out immediately., The 1st prisoner was forming idols
and placing them on the aforesaid wall. The 2nd prisoner was painting the wall with red ochre,
and Ramasamytaven of Pullencolum as streaking with white sand (lime.) The 9th prisoner
was exacting work from them. The other prisoners were standing in a crowd. I then addressed
the Ist prisoner and those that were werking, and said, “‘can you in this manner place idols in the

* garden appertaining to a bungalow and mark it with streaks and use abusive language towards

* gentlemen.” Whereupon the 1st and 2nd prisoners and Ramasamy of Pullencolum, furiously re.

plied, * we have spoken to the Catechist, are you come for his assistance.” When I reported the
circumstance to the Mettoo peon, the 9th prisoner, and to the Village Moonsiff the Tth prisoner,
they said, “ Itis a matter that is well known toall. You may prefer a complaint Tespecting it,”
This expression was very furiously uttered by the Ist, 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th prisoners and by the
5 individuals who arc now absent, When I was returning from the place, tke Gth-and Sth prisoncrs
wereexciting those that were making the streaks to work, by stating, “ why do you stop.” As
the witnesses from 1'to 4 and 2 others who are now absent, came and stood by e when I arrived,
at the place, I desired them to bear witness and went and related the circumstance to the
Reverend Mr. Paul, who reported it to the Reverend Mr. Thomas of Meygnanapoorem.  The said
Mr. Thomas and his Jounger son came and inspected the- place on the 19th Scptember, after
which I was furnished with a Vakalutnamah for prosceuting the case.  This isall. The wall was
marked with streaks to the length of GO yards, which runs from the commencement of the wall up

to the school-room. " It was not customary to make the streaks annually.  The wall in question
was erected by the Missionaries in the days of Mr. Schaffter,
the last 15 years.

Orders have
How is it that

manner,
8th and 9th prison-

I'have known the pritoners since

The prosecutor’s Vakeel has no question to put.

Answer to the prisoner’s-Vakool's question.—I do not know if the Board of Revenue passed

an order in A. p. 1830, prohibiting the Missionaries- from interfering with the wall now in dis-
pute. The streaks were mado on'a-mud wall,  The' distance between: the above wall and the
western gate of the bungalow is about' 10 yards; The streaks - were made on the outer side of the
wall and at certain- parts on ths inner side also, The above bungalow has no other wall besides
the one in dispute, The idols that were placed on the wall in question were balls of mud with-

ut features, &c., they were placed as “pillayar” (eartheu pyramids worskipped in the name of the

-

ine t!
. time and addressing t:

e e A A ARSI NI

* Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, -30th March 1858.
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i ¢ d, if
: 13 usual in other Ummen covil temples to place such balls of mud,
deity called pillayar.) . I: ltshzbt‘::rlq:;;s. I do not know if in A. p. 1846, a gap made for a pas-_
the walls should pertal® fo -as blockaded by order of the Board, because I was not then employ-
N ituated in the vicinity of the aforesaid bungalow has no walls on
The temple 5163 4 The wall is on the west side of the road and

sage in the disput
ed at that place. . : din .
the. other 3 sides siwilar to the one 1n dispute

there are garden-walls on the north and south sides.

. (Signed) SOOBRAMONTAPILLAY.
Solemnly affirmed beforé me in open Court, this 20th day of October, A, D. 185?.
olemnly ‘ ‘ | |

" (Signed) E. STORY,

Commissioner.

- ' ' i keanathanadan,—The st witness
.—Prosecutor’s 1st witness Packeanat !
O'Ct()ber1.23t1};acke::athanadan, son of Thalanay Sunthoshanadan, .bhzf\var ca‘ste, a
" Zl 40 vears, residing at Thachamoly Veeramathondanulloor in Punjamal
8 d toymake the solemn affirmation required_ by Act No. V of 1840, the

Thursday,
Palavasamootoo Nadan
Christian, a cultivator,
Talook, having ee.n cause o
F e e tal\e-SPP acat'tas (15th. September) the 3rd witness was standing at the gate
Ko s l.St g O?r hs onm me and the 2nd witness. The 4th witness arrived at the
e P?llntflt‘aess told him that the prisoners and certain others who are now

lacing 'di)elf :.n(;‘ \lv:re r,naking colums or white, &c. streaks on the compounhd wall (t)f
absent, were placing 19 to the Missionary gentlemen; that he (4th witness) asked them as to
the bungalow belo'}gmg o thines on the wall appertaining to the bungalow, but that they
why they were doing ‘those_thing The 3rd witness went up immediately, I and the 2nd and 4th

grossly abused and.sent him a‘ii}; anied him. The 3rd witness addressed those that were stzfnd-
witnesses and certain o.thef‘slacnot fhis a place in which Europeans reside, can you do these 'thmgs
ing at the place a?d said, ? jon be consonant to theirs.” To which the Ist and 2nd prisorers
in such a place, qu yourbre xtgx replied, * you boast of the term Europeans, have you.m?t heard
and another wl.no s now aﬂ‘sefnq,s they have been subjected to in' the north, they were m.)ured'by
of the difficulties and su 61’1:1‘: to retrcat, and it appears that an order has been received callfng
cuts and stabs and were Mo iere " The 3rd witness immediately spoke to the Oth prisoner saying
down the Puropeans tha‘.t - sai:i cannot you prevent,” to which he (9th prisoner) answered,
*Did you hear what this man st : o and mind your business, we shall answer the authority who
am I to prevent a!: yO}ll' rz‘gl"l’e T’hg 3rd witness then addressed the 7th and Sth prisoners, ‘¢ cannot
may SrTi:‘;::viS: ; i::g bu.t. the whole of them got up and came and Breplfi;d,ijfdid t(llley. tstate
you at e d? It is a maiter that has taken place. e off.” The 8rd witness
any thing that has not occurred ?

bent u ing i ” whereupon he and we i‘épaire to the
1 e e on creating a disturbance, he p !
then said ¢ these are bent up C Z h d d h

of my house,

1 tl S y t t ’ "’ 't t1 rt‘ t i .‘. ]' St g
’ ]l]l"alO\‘V. The Ord witness Subquuen en he 4 h
wrandah Of the b 8 \ 0 repo he circumstance

\fr. Paul, and he went and reported it, and by order of the-aforesaid l’\l.fiss_ionary
to the RCY‘-‘m“d . r.f tht; rosecution, { prosecutbr’s Vakeel) who came and spp};e to the prlson.ers
broughe the Ve °f' d'anr) at the plaéé, saying, It appears that you have beeh condgctln:g
and others that \v:e re'Sta‘? 11 b\lié'sionairies’ garden wall and that you aspersed the Luropeansalso,”
suchimproper thirgs on ne‘ixn” « be off, is it an untruth that -destruction was dausgd by cuts
but'they ans_wered hin t'sas};;v;’the head.” ¢ If a complaint be preferred, we shall answer'it,” and
and stabs are'{l?el 't;)ﬁZeloalso went away, after citing witnesses. This is all. .

e a“".a)‘" ate and sée as to how far the wall was painted, but it was stregke‘d to thg length
! dlj; of rgleaih“ streaks were matrked both outsidé and inside the wall, it wasnot at alll :us-
o o atrea i sti day. Of these prisoners, I have
i the wall in question on any day
: treaks being made on
tomary for such s

"since & 5 and the others since a long time.
known the Oth'since 3 montls; a i

- ] v .y ’ N - L
The prosecutor’s Vakeel has rio question to put. . d
' Answer to the 1)1:isoﬁers‘ Vakeel's question.—Enmity existed for a short time between me an
- Answer to th

i i i i isoner hal
ne Tth rrisoner, in consequence of his havingsubmitted a report against me. The 7th pris
tﬂe i Prlb H
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Note.—The 3¢d and 4th witnesses were not examined before the Commissioner

__The evidence for the prosecution being closed, the prisoners’ Vakeel puts in

Memorandum.

the following defence. ] i
“Translation of the defence given by Rajasagara Moodeliar, Vakeel on behalf of the prisoners '

in case No. 1 of 1857 on the file of the Commissioner of Tinnevelly.

1st. The piisonefs did not commit the crime laid to their charge.

ond. In 1846 the Missionary endeavoured to throw open a gate in the wall on which the
ated to have been made, and complaints were preferred to the Board of Revenue
and the ordef passed thereon to the effect that the wall in’ question pertains to
emple and that the Missionary cannot open a gate, is on the Hoozoor records.
crifice was qﬂ'ered_ in 1850 in the Ummen covil situated within the
disputed wall the 1st witness and cthers entered the temple and broke the chatty which contain: .
ed fire on account of which each of them was fined Rupees 5 Ly the Magis'trate, and the fine in‘

he Board of Revenue, and an order has been passed to the effect

questicn has been confirmed by t
that the Missionary and others should not interfere with the ceremonies, &c., that may be per

formed in the said temple, which order is on the Hoozoor records.
" 4th. All the witnesses are Christians,and the servants of the Missionary who are all along at’
. c - =]

enmity with the prisoners. :
5th, The evidence of the witnesses regarding se

prisoners against the State is contradictorys and this’

committed.
Gth. The prison

streaks are now st
and Government,
the Unnmen covil t

* 3rd. When coday or sd

ans,

d.mous language having been used by the’
is sufficient to show that the crime was not

ers, who are poor inhabitants depending ‘solely on this Government have
in no way spoken ill of the Government; and this false charge has been got up by the C;uisti.
ans who reside in the vicinity of the Ummen covil temple in view to wreak the vengeance inwardly
entertained by them since a long time, regarding the said temple, which is situated within the

disputed wall.
mih,  Atany rate the matt

Act X1V of 1857. P

“gth, 1 therefore pray that the witnesses her

ed and examined, and the prisoners; who are i

. Prisoners’ witnesses.—-Aaroomoogata\zen,

prove that 1st prisoner was absent from the village.

Soodalanlgottootaven, son of ‘Palavasataven and Nagappataven of Tharangay in 'Punjamal"
talook, will prove ghat 24 prisoner Was absent from the village.

3rd and 4¢h prisoners have cited no Witness.
Moottoosamyapillay of Veeramarthandanalloor and Moottoosamy Chetty, son of Aurocomoo-

gum Chetty, will prove that 5th prisoner was in the school. .
Veeranacunnoopillay,' shroft - of Thaclxaymooley and Coottalenpillay, son of Nynapillay will

prove Gth prisoner’s alibi.
Soobramoniapillay, Village M
will prove 7th prisoner’s alibi. ) )
“The Revd. Mf. Suiter of Moothaloor and Parinbamookoonden, SO;I of Vailoyaa 1\1061i<;11aen

will prove 8th prisoner’s alibi. ' ’ o
The police Ameen of Padookayput and Moottookistnappa Naick, the Mett;:o peon (;f

Colasaigurem will prove 9th

er of the present comp}aint does not fall within the provisions of
eunder named Dy the prisoners may be summon-
nnocent, released. . X
head Cavilgar of Odengoody and Permaltaven will-

. - v
oonsiff of Pallacoorchy, and head Cavilgar Soodalamoottoopillay

prisoner's alibi.
99th October 1857,

. -_
ovember 10th—1st prisoner Ramasamy Taven.

Tuesday, N
en, son of Erooluppataven,, Marava caste, Siva

e st prisoner Ramasamytav
iding at Veeramatbandanulloor in Punjamal

Statement of th
d Cavilgar, aged 33 years, resi

sect, a cultivator an

talook.
. B .
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A4.—On the 31st of Auvany, (14th September
a bullock and remained at that village both th
was the Ist of Poorathasy, (15th) September,

stance. I returned to my village at 10 o'clock on the morning of the 2nd, (16th.) My
witnesses have seen me the whole of the time I remained at Voodungoody, I .put up in
the house of the Ist witness. arrived at his house at lamplight on the 31st Auvz;ny, (14th
September.) I went alone, I went direct to the st witness’ house, he was then in his
house, and his wife also was present.  On the morning of the followine day which was a Tues-
day, the 2nd witness Paroomaltaven saw me, he saw me at the gate Zf the Ist wituess’ liouse,
I do not know why he came here, I went to the 1st witness’ house for purchasing a bullock and
bousht one of him for 9 Rupees paying the value in cash, but I obtained no receipt for the

payment, there was no one present when I paid the money, I paid him the money at the gate
of his house and it was

Iy I and the 1st and 2nd ‘witnesses went to enquire for bullocks, I paid the money before buy-
ing the bullock, the 2ad witne s

A 5 Was mot present when I paid the money. The Ist witness
brought the 2ad, but as the two bullocks which we inspected after enquiry did not suit me, I

purchased the one he (1st witness) had. The distance between Thuchaymoly where the crime
was committed and Voodungoody, will be about 5 or G Indian miles, (7 or 8 English.) We
were enquiring for bullocks unt;] the 20th Indian hour (2 p.m)of Tuesday. The 2ad witness
Was not present when I purchased the [st witness” bullock, but he saw me while T was taking the
bullock on the following day, which was a Wednesday, We were enquiring for bullocks in that
v:xllage only from morning until the 20th Indian hour (2 r. M) of 'Tuesday. We made enqui-
ries in ten places. I at first gave him (Ist witness) 10 Rupces, and he returned me 1 Rupcee.

Mark of RAMASAMYTAVEN.
Taken before me in open Court, this 10th day of November 1857,

(Signed) E. STORY,

Commissioner.

)T went to Vooduncoody, for purchasing

I have cited witnesses to prove this circum-

—— —

Tuesday, November 10th.—2pd prisoner Moottoosawmy.—Statement of the 2nd prisoncr
Moottoosawmy, son of Palavasatzxven, Marava caste, Siva sect, a cavilgar and cultivator, aged 40
years, residing at Thuchaymolyvoodooraurum in Punjamal talook, '

A.—I have no other witnesses on my behalf. The Court need not wait for the witnesses wha
are absent.
(Signed) MOOTTOOSAWMY.
y of November 1857,
(Signed) E. STORY,

Commissioner.

Taken before me in open Court, this 10th da

Tuesday, November 10th.—5th prisoner Ramalinga Vathiar.— Statement of the 5th prisoner

Ramalinga V‘afbxar, son of 'I'herom-cngadnothoonar Vellala caste, Siva sect, a school master, aged
41 years, residing at Veeramarthand:\nulloor in Punjamal talook.

A'—Tl.le witnesses named by me are absent from their villaze. I have no other witnesses. I
do not require the witnesses who are absent, )
. . (Signed) RAMALINGA VATHIAR, .
Taken before me in open Court, this 1011, day of November 1857,
.- (Signcd) E. STORY,

Commissioner.
By, S ————

Tuesday, November 10:h—gGth prisoner Velliataven,—Statement of the Gth prisoner Vellia-
taven, son of Auroomoogata '

Tesiding at Veeramarthandanulloor in Punjamal talook.

at night and on the following day which’

then 1 or 1 Indian hour (4 or 36 minutes) after day-break, subsequent- -

. . . . ISy
ven, Marava caste, Siva sect, a cultivator and cavilgar, aged 47 years,

e ——————
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" wait for the witnesses who are absent.

A.—The witnesses cited by me are absent. T have no other witnesses. The Court need not

Mark of VELLIATAVEN,

Taken befote me in open Court, this 10th day of November 1857.
) (Signed) E. STORY,

Commissioner.

day, November 10th,—7th prisoner Yunnamootoocaryalun.—Statement of the 7th pr'i- .
'I‘W,fue'S nazt;:ootoocaryalun son of Koolasagarapermal Caryalun, Vellala caste, Siva sect, a culti-
r Vun : . -
:':rt)::r aged 43 years, residing at Thatchaymoly in Punjamal talook.
L et -]

A.—My witnesses need not be examincd.
(Signed) VUNNAMOOTTOOCARYALUN.
Tai:en before me in open Court, this 10th day of November 1857,
(Signed) E. STORY,

Commissioner.,

.Monday, November 2nd—8th prisoner Ramasamyapillay.

. . 0' f the Sth prisoner Ramasamyapillay, son of Sethumbarumpillay, Yella]a ?aste,
S Sta:ezlinumber Curnum, aged 29 years, residing at Veeramarthandanulloor in Punjamal
iva sect,

talook. |

i he 15th September, I went to Reverend

‘clock on the morning of Tuesday t . : vere:

M ‘gtt};l:tp;;zft;a;o(:)r and prepared a?\fahazurnamah regarding a Tank; which the said Mis-
r. Su

ith hi . 1 ined there till after 2 o’clock
sionary forwarded to the Collector together with his letter. I remained the

that day. .
’ (Signed) RAMASAMYAPILLAY.
Taken before me in open Court this 2nd day of November 1857.

(Signed) E. STORY,

Commissioner.

Tuesday 10th—8th prisoner Ramasamyapillay.

. 1 »
Examination resumed on the 10th November 1857. .
A. It is not necessary to examine the one witness on my_ behalf who is absent. I have no

other witnesses.

(Signed) RAMASAMYAPILLAY.
Taken before me in open Court, this 10th day of November 1857,
- * (Signed) E. STORY, -

Commissioner,

»
Friday, Nove.mber 6th—9th prisoner Sokkuppanaicken, Mettoo pem:m.

Statement of the 9th prisoner Sokkuppa Naicken, son of M.o?neesamy Nalcléer.n,Gl\(;ntoo caste,
Vistroo sect, a peon of the Punjamal talook, aged 36 years, residing at Calacau in angoonary
talooj At 4 o'clock on the evening of the 14th September, I obtained .leave fr;)lm th:;1 I’foli]ce
A ' d sotting out from Coolasagarapatam at 12 o'clock in the da)" time of the 15 of the

o anAb tl Sate oin which the crime is alleged to have been commlt_ted, returned to Sattap-
3:10::: ?L?(i\'gmcfat 4 o’clock that evening. The witnesses whom I have cited will consequently

/
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prove my absence during the time the ¢
Ameen who is the st is not awar
the 15th,

rime was committed. Of my witnesses, the Police
e of my having remained at the place during! the day time of

(Signed) SOKKUPPA NAICK.
Taken befure me in open Court, this Gth day of November 1857.

(Signed) E. STORY,

Commissioner.

———— t—

o Tuesday 10th—9th prisoner Sokkuppanaicken, Mettoo peon.
Examination resumed on the 10th November 1857.

A, Tti : .
13 not necessary to examine my one witness who is present.

" (Signed) SOKKUPPA NAICKEN.
re me in open Court, this 10th day of November 1857.

(Signed) L. STORY,

Commissioner

Taken befo

v . -
Tuesday, November 10th—]st prisoner’s 1st witness Auroomoogataven.

. » .
The 1st prisoner’s 1st Witness Auroomoogataven, son of Poolamadataven, Coundyencottay, .

j\Iarava' caste, Siva sect, a Cavilgar and Cultjy ator, aged about 53 years, residing at QOodengoody
in Punjamal talook, having been caused to make the solemn affirmation required by Act No. V
of 1840, the following examination takes place.

4. Tknow the names of months and dates, this day is Tuesday the 27th of Arpesy![(10th
?‘Tovember.) 1 know where the 1st prisoner was on the 15th September or 1st Peratasy, he was
in my house, he had come to buy a bullock, he came to my housc at sun-set of Monday (14th
September.) I sold him a bullock for 9 Rupees. I first charged 10 Rupees, and then'gavc it
for the above price, the prisoner paid the money in cash, he paid the money at the time he pur-
chased the bullock, it was then the 20th Indian hour (2 o'clock) at noon he paid the money at
the door-way of my house, it was'then 1 Indian hour (21 minutes) after day-break, he paid the
money bef?re he puljchased the bullock, and said that he wanted to purchase a bullock., I and
ttl;e 'lst prisoner were absent from my house since that morning till the 20th Indian hour,
(Ro C}OCk) at noon, we had been to the village common which belongs to the village, there is only
one village common, and it is a place in which the bullocks of the villagers are herded, we went
there to enquire for a bullock, we went to enquire of the neighbours for a bullock, - for the
money which was given to me, the Ist prisoner did not approve of the said bullocks, the prisoner

saw my bullock which was in the said villare : i ) 10
Rupees, he had 10 Rupees onl id o5 common, e i s v

other bullock was procurable, I gave him my bullock, no one was present when he gave
me the money. I and the @

e is 5 Cuod ' 2od witness went with the said prisoner to enquire for a bullock. As
¢ 13 a Lavilgar of my village, I took him with me to enquire for a bullock. As we were going,

we saw him at the gate of his house and took him. I did not give a receiptto the prisoner for
the said money, :

A t.° the Q. by_the Government Vakeel.—We went after 1 Indian hour (2 minutes) in
the. murmxlg to enquire for a bullock and returned at the 20th Indian hour (2'o'clock.) We cn-
q"u."efl of 5 "‘:6 persons for bullocks, the 2nd witness was present with us during the whole of
tas time. . While we were returning home, he left us in the middle of the road.

A. 1o Q. by prosecutor’s Vakecl.—The Ist prisoner is not related to me, but he is of my
caste. Ifa Maraven was to go to another place and stay there for a day, it is usual for him to go

on obtaining a passport or the permission of the Mettoo peon. No passport was given for the

» he said that he should buy a bullock within that sum. Asno .

. T D N
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bullock which was sold to the priéoher. If a bullock be purchased from another village, it is
not usual to send it with a passport. I did not sign the Summons which was issued for me.

(Signed) AUROOMOOGATAVEN,
y aflirmed before me in open Court, this 10th day of November 1857.
(Signed) E. STORY,

Commissioner,

Solemnl

Tuesday 10th.—1Ist prisoner’s 2nd witness Paroomaltaven.

Paroomaltaven, son of Chinnataven Condien}:ottay, Marava caste, Siva sect, a Cavilgar and

Itivator, aged about 35 years, having been caused to make the solemn affirmation required by
cu y ag! . T . -
Act No. V of 1810, the following examination takes place.

I know the prisoner. I know the names of the months and dates. This day is the 27th

f Arpusy, (10th November.) I know where the prisoner was on the Ist Perattasy (15th Sep-
ot Arpusy ’I w him the preceding day also. I saw him in the evening, when I went to the Ist
te.m ber-’)h = I wished him a welcome. 1 saw himand the Ist witness on the following day
}wmess m:;se‘I was then at the street door. It was then about 4 or5 Indian hours (24 minutes
;:; ;011: .;trs:s- oclock) after day treak. I went with them. I went to purchase a bullock. The
+iness called me. He said that he had to buy one bullock and requested me to accompany

st “111 ne :d that the bﬂlock' was for the prisoner. The bullock was bought from the Ist wit-
eT:: buliock in question was in the village common together wit.h the bullocks belonging
Enquiries were made from other pe?ple also at the time, but no good bullock
Money was not paid for the Ist witness’ bullock. The prisoner said that he

him,
ness.
to other parties.
was procurable.
will pay the money

k ettled. .
::ilzo:r W’i‘sh Z prisoner went with the above bullock on the following day.

A. to the Q. of the prosecutor’s Vakeel.—If f)eopl? ?f the Marava caste were to. remain for
- U ther village, they usually do so upon obtaining a passport or upon getting the per-
one f‘hy fthe. 1 Zon I was not aware that a passport was necessary if a bullock were to
e t}(;e . Ettc:;ez vill.arre. I do not remember how many days there were in the months
bfe 5?::::;63(1\312;)1];& Audya(J uly) last, I remember the date of the above mentioned month,

;ecause it was the Ist day in that month. o ‘
I do not remember what I ate yesterday.

" Mark of PERMAULTAVEN.

Solemnly affirmed before mein (;pen Court, this 10th day of November 1857. ,
e " (Signed) E. STORY,

Commissioner.

Monday, November 2nd.—8th prisoner’s Ist witness, Reverend Mr. Suter.
Deposition of the Reverend T. H, Suter, residing at Moothaloor in Punjamal talook, the 1st:

witness for the 8th prisoner in case No. 1 on the file of the Commissioner for the Zillah of Tin- .
. A

nevelly. )
Q.—Do you know the prisoner before the Court?

- A.—Yes. ‘ ‘

Q.—Do you know where he was on the 15th September last?
A.—He was with me that morning between 9 and 10 A. M

Q.—Did you see him that .day after 1() A, M?

Ao_'NOU . . . ) ’
Q.—What is the distance between the place where you saw the prisoners that day and

Thutchamoly ?
C

after going home. It was about 12 o'clock in the day when the price of the .
I did not go along with them, but parted on the road and went away to the
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-4, About 2} miles.
Q. By the prisoner. Did you see me that day at 12 o'dock ?
4. No. .
(Signed) T. H. SUTER.
Solemnly affirmel before me in open Court, this 2nd November 1857

(Signed) E. STORY,

Commissioner.

From J. SILVER, Esq,, Magistrate s to E - B
2nd lNovembeg 185:’?‘15\;::.“;7,’;,0 E. STORY, Esq., Commissioner of Tinneveclly, dated

“Sm,

Withr ;
the records f)ii:ex::;ccffﬁtc(; )3::‘ I::te:‘l of the 80111. Ultimo, requesting me to forward to you, if on
of 157, on your fle ;nd ther:' ocuments cited by the Vakeel for the prisoners in case No. 1
purporting o have b;en et 111)1 cx}xumeratei, [ have the honor to inform you that no order
opening a gatc on the wall 1n s t}ifotn 1§ BToard}or Gove.rmuel'\t in 1816, prohibiting the Mission
coming from the repords'of oo n Tutchamoly village in the Punchamaul talook, is forth-
1850,2ﬁn§,;p{> a‘;f :g:;de: E::jﬁ:)z'ft?{e I_'Icad Assistant Magistrate under date the 26th September
certatn others for havir:n brakon & d everend M.r. Hobbs, then residing at the above village, and
andl of an order passédnl;} e\t ¢ l.atty belonging to the Ummencovil enclosed by the said wall,
Mission interforine with e cer- agistrate under (}ate the 28th February 1851, prohibiting the
g he ceremonies performed in the said covil, are herewith. forwarded.

3.. i . . »
There is on the record an Extract Minutes Consultation, dated the 18th F ebruary 1851,

on which the second order above 1t s
e U e mentioned was issued by the Magistrate y
Extract will be furnished to you, if required. ' 7 the, Msgitmee, ecpy of the o

Translatio v i |
o " n of an order No. 87, issued from the office of the Ilead Assistant Magistrate of
. Tinnevelly, to the Police Ameen of Padookaput Division ’ -

the Carvilgar of the bungalow s'to ‘3 COl.“ plaint preferred in case No, 59, by Shanar Pairinbum
above division, statinrr'z:liat D ll “'atf at Thutchamoly attached to Veeramarthandanulloer in the
robbed him of Vaistyocloth an*:l‘;:aljﬁ:ﬂven. and others conjointly beat bim with hands and sticks,
with the bill-hook which they h gn e ;:rc}uef valued at.}g Rupee and threatened to murder him
appfehended, Chinna Palavaiinaa- with t}3‘3!'11; and stating your opinion that of the 8 defendants
be fined, and that the remainin:;u' filr}d.o others wl'xo appear to have beaten the prosccutor should
leased as well as the Urzee No nl.li;ns;‘{;d?alsdconsmmg of Nynapillay and others, sheuld b.e .rc-
into the complaint preferred in c,ase I\?:ttgo ll’))' }i’;”u toge'thcr “:xth documents after gnqmrmg
thandanulloor, stating that while the v‘ill n.' » Y ara.mas.wcn ‘(,!wtt.v. of the .abo-ve Veeramar-
of Mootharammen a:d Voochine ]ac’c’f" were l).crformmg Thiroomaly poojah in the pagoda
Avancy accompanied by Villoo \Iemi’ga y situated in thf: said village on the night of the Ist
Pairinbum, the Caviloar of thel; 001‘11800 .and oth.er musics according to their religious habitS,‘
the Revd. Mr. Hobbns, residing ‘t‘“f:}:a ow situated in the said village and others came by order of
and other musics, broke the Ea tb? said bungalow pre\'.ented the beating of Villoo, A oorasuo
beat him (Paramasiven Chett 'c;omdacodum (a pot containing sacred water) and fire chatt:y and
said matter, Parinbum and 4.}, ;ln recommending that of the 9 defendants apprehended in the
and the remainine 4 d: . others who appear. to have beaten the prosccutor should be fined

‘ ing in ividuals relcased, as also the Urzce No. 122, &c., submitted by youin
answer to the order No. 82, requiring you to furnish certain information in concetion with the

latter case, > prose i g in hi
e. The prosecutor in case No. 59, states in his complaint that at 11 0’clock on the night

oy s g e e S
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nts) were making a great noisc by beating Dummanum, Pary and
en pagoda adjoining the , above bungalow ; that Mr. Hobbs, on
hearing it, sent hi= (prosecutor) to stop the noise caused by the beat of drum ; that he accordingly
went and told Palavasataven and others of the defendaats and returned to the bungalow ; that in

consequence of their having subsequelltly raised greater noise, the Missionary went to stop it,

and the pro.\)ecuto.r accompanied him; that the defendants then beat and robbed him of his vaisty

cloth and handkerchief ; and further threatened to murder him, holding a bill-hook ; and that on

the Missionary seeing this and preventin.g' them: he_effected his escape, and he and the Missionary
came to the bungalow. The Missionary states 11t his letter that as the beating of tom-toms, &e.;

as stated above disturbed his sleep, and it was also very li‘te: he sent word by the prosecutor to

stop. the beat of tom-toms; that he (I\Iissi(.mf\ry) then l.xeaylng a nois.e there, peeped over the bun-

galow wall, that he saw certain persons s€1Zing, dragging and beating the prosecutor and called .

out to them as to why they were beating him ; that they thereupon left him, that after his return

to the bungalow, tom-toms Were, bea.ten in the pagoda as before, that the Missionary.thinking

that they might perhaps listen to him if he should go and speak to them, went to the said pagoda,

and while he was talking to certain individuals, the said peopleagain seized and beat the prosecu-

tor who followed him ; that on seeing this, he, Missionary, interfered and told them not to beat ;

and they then left him; and that he does not at all know who the persons that beat the prosecutor

.. 'i‘be witnesses Pakianadanadan, Soodalamoottoo Nadan, Samuel, and Pakianadan state in
suppost of the complaint that at the 10th or 12th Indian hour (10 o’clock or 12
b testo 11 7. ) of the night on which the crimt.a is sta‘ted to have been. committed, went to
the Palmira jungle.for the purpose of watching Pathiney or Chunam-toddy ; that while they were
going, they heard a noise in front of Moottarummen pagoda afxd went tl:lere and looked ; that of
the defendants, Pairyapalavasataven struck the prosecutor with a cudgel, and Vunnamoottoo-
that one of them Palanyandy stripped the prosecutor of

arvalun and 10 others with their hands; : )
o handkerchief; that Arasuppen lifted up a bill-hook to cut the prosecutor; that

his vaisty cloth and

Nynapillay and two ot

100 persons consisting of males and females stood there; and. tha.t the abov:e Missionary who then
stood close by, prevented the said afiray. The prosecutox:, in his complam't, does not state that
N)'napillay, Sedumberumpillay, Chinngpalav.asatav?r}_aud Siven Chgtt?r among 'fhe defendants did
any thing whereas the witnesses have stated in addition to the complz}mt that Siven Chetty inflict-
ed blows with his hands jointly with the other d c}ant;, and that of the remaining 3 individuals
Nyna Pillay and Shedumbarumpillay and another{ hinnasamytaven stood saying “lay on, lay on,”
the complaint simply states that the prosecutor beaten when he accompanied the Missionary ;
whereas the Missionary states in his letter that when 'the_ prosecutor went first by. his order and
told to stop the beat of tom-toms, the people beat him once ; and that they also beat him after-
wards when be accompanied him (Missionary) hence there is difference between the complaint and
the letter. The Missionary who went just before a short time apd was talking, and who separat-
ed the defendants that beat the prosecutor has stated that he does not at all know as to who the
defendants were that beat the prosecutor, whereas the witnesses who came on hearing the alarm,
the names of the particular persons who inflicted the blows, and while it is usual
atch fields at an early hour, the witnesses state that they passed by that way
at 11 o'clock on the night in question, in view to go and watch; these statements are altogether

inadmissible, and the witnesses appeat to have beer}' got up. It has been fully proved by the wit-
nesses to the prosecution in case No. 60, .thz}t while tl-xe _Hl.x;1d.095 were offering sacrifice for the
Cauly accompanied by tom-toms, &c., accordiug to their religious habits, the prosecutor in case
No. 59, and others interfered in it and broke Coombacodum and fire chatty, &c., and committed
a disturbance as stated in the complaint in case No. 60.  On considering this, it appears that it
the prosecutor in case No. 59 had simply desired agreeably to the order of the Missionary that the
beat of tom-toms should be stop

ped, disturbance would not have occurred in this manner; but .
that while all the villagers were

of the 15th August (the defenda
other native drums in the Umm

wer
their cepositionsin

have mentioned
for people to go to W%

performing ceremony according to their religious habits, the
prosecutor went first and acted in opposition to it in such a manner as to commence a disturbance ,
that the Coombacodum ard fire chatty might have been broken in consequence; and that the
villagers being thereby enraged, may have beaten the ‘prosecutor through that anger, but their
laving thus acted, is also improper. I am not of opinion that the defendants in case No. 59 should
be fined on that account as recommended by you. Youare to dismiss the said complaint and release

-
. \

hersstood abetting them saying, * lay on, lay on;” that upwards of about




.
[N

. L r
),‘J‘A:M‘J~Abw—‘w.—anw._\bi—- e
> O - e
R = pumme o f ~aad ‘;‘:‘*:‘am-a‘—-mm-_.“ e
PRy S

P

3

- F * | . . . .
| ort St. George, Judicial Consultation, 30th March 1858

the defendants after i
w
case No. 60 it is sm:gu}g t}hom, you recommend that punishment should be inflicted i
came with Pairimbum ‘and c?m:nl'ettszcllld (; omplaint that Paramanunda Voopadasy andxcoihc]rr;
sy s . itted a disturbance ; :
said individuals, Pairi ce ; and the witnesses have
codum. As it’qppi::im'bt;m br}i)ke the fire chatty and Paramanunda Voop'adsat:te(:l ;hét Of{,hc
) ¢ s tha i : : 4 he Coomba-
the above individuals did sotax;xolxs]: i;mmd a?c'mg a crowd, the statement of thcy witnesses th:t
this disturbance orizinated with . ¢ crowd is unsatisfactory. Butiti . A X
ioina - N . it is clearly ma L
, ginated with Pairimbum, who is a mere private servant of the )I;Iissix:):‘z:;ta:(;

v n conse o ()‘ t()"l tolns, &C.,

while the devil temple h i i

while tom.tome &cﬁ - i:’; :axlllstf.i:i since before .the erection of the bungalow in question, and
20 order &, havs bens issuedy eatex.l on occasions of ceremonies in the said temple, and’while
done so. 1 have theeafors dec};;ezentmg the use of tom-toms. He is therefore wrong in having
the sum of 5 Rupees commutst] e o(;x the 24th Instant that he should be fined for the same in
XXXII, Regulation 1X of 1812 in default of payment to 15 days imprisonment under Section
and remit it as usual,  IF the ﬁne, 1})’Ou are c.onsequently to levy the fine of Rupees 5 forthwith
and release him. You are aleo. 5 e not paid, you are to imprison him for the above period
pears that immeditely afier the lfl';cted to releascf the other defendants with a warning. It ap-
peon, but it does n0t~appear fm; ray, both .parties reported the circumstance to the Mettoo
mediately and made oy Brenden any other document besides his deposition, that he went im-
Rupee. ~ You are to levy and re Eltst.h I 'have therefore fined the said peon Shunmoogum 1
J\_Iettoo and Keep him i attend;::: et e flald fine, and you are further to recall him from t};)e said
directed to inform the Missionary of,'t::a1 p;i;‘:r: Z?ttl;:;: ::3:? peon o the Mettoo. You e

26th September 1850.

(Signed) V. H. LEVINGE,
Head Assistant Magisirale.

Judicial Department.

. _ No, 101
xtract from the Minutes of Consultation, under date the 18th February 1851.
Read the following papers.

Petitions from Veeracomara Pi
1 . .
nulloo of Panjamal talook in Tinn ;J:lyl ;nd 12 other inhabitants of Thutchamoolaveeramarthanda-

(Here enter No. 1718 of 1850.)

(» w  1780f 4, )
(w5 17Thof 4, )

F'rom the A_cting Magistrate of Tinnevelly.

‘ (Here enter 12th Novemb 5
. ~ €1 18-)0 No- l‘l'l-
Petition from Veeracomara Pillay and others of Tixmeve“y )

(Here enter No. 2127 of 1850.) -

Having consider i
4 ed th i
g e petitions of Veeracomara Pillay and others, and the report of the

Acting Mavistrate of Ti
g . rate of Tin
° innevelly upon them, the Governor in Council observes that the chief

matter of complaint azai

tioners to makfthe;a?lzls?:: f:'};fn jgev- Mr. Hobbs in regard to his interference with the peti-
vestigated by the Head Assistant ‘\;e,,,p erformance of certain religious. ceremonies was duly in-
who took an active part against thl agistrate by whose sentence the scrvant of that gentleman
for an appeal to Govcmm:nt o ﬂc' Petl.tloners wz}s punished. There was no occasion therefore
tioned in these petitions, the Goy 118 Po.mt and \Yuh respect to the other matters which arc men-
es which may have been’commiu e(;nl;“' in Council remarks that for any encroachments or trespass-
them to seek redress in the Couet iy o ¥I°l.’bs to the injury of the petitioners, it is open to
ought to have r g o the District Moonsiff, and to this remedy to which they

esorted in the first instance, he now resolves to refer them. :

il

o e

P i

" Fort S1. G

éorge, Judicial Consultation, 30th March 1858: "

[ it

athority of the Magistrate from the interference
ccording to mamool in the performance of their
tain from innovations to the annoyance of

e protected by the a
m from proceeding a
ey on their part must abs

The petitioners will b
of any party to prevent the
religious ceremonies, but th
other parties.

Ordered that an answer to

Referring to the report of the Acting
regret that the Right Honorable the Governo

uport Mr. "Bird's applicatio ; " tot
in Council trusts Mr. Bird has made use of this designation inadvertently without intending to

attach opprobrium to the Hindoo community and unaware that the Honorable the Court’ of
Directors have expressly prohibited its use in official correspondence of their officers. Consider-
ing however that the Acting Magistrate has committed a grave error in the employment of a
term so objectionable on this occasion, the Governor in Council deems it proper to bring it to
the notice of the Honorable Court for any instructions they may be pleased to give.

(A true Extract.) '

(Signed) H. C. MONTGOMERY,
Chief Secretary.

the above effect be given to the petitioners.

r in Council feels himself obliged to animadvert

. (A True Copy.) )
o - (Signed) J. SILVER,
Magistrate.

Nore.—The Magistiate's order date

Police Ameen the contents of the foregoi
. (True translations and Copies.)

_ (Signed) E. STORY,

Commisstoner.

ng Extract from the Miunutes of Consultation.

e
Sentence in case No. 1 of 1857, on the file of the Commissioner of Tinnevelly.

L. The prisoners deny throughout. _
o, The 3rd and 4th prisoners confine themselves to a simple denial ; the others pleaded ali-

bies nich were subsequently given up by the 2nd, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th and 9th prisoners.
3. Two witnesses were examined by the 1st prisoner, but their testimony is in some respects
different from each other and that of the 1st prisoner ; and is evidently the result of tuition.
Thoe prosceutor is -he Rev. 4. The case is this; thereisa mud wall which divides the Mission
',:,',.;r l"ff,l:s 'Qifééii‘-‘é““ﬁé premises* from that of a certain pagoda. There have been some disputes
is wall, and the parties were on the 28th February 1851, referred

Native Cl\lristi:ms,l lh: about th
risoncrs belongto the o S e ¢
" by competent authority to the Civil Court, 'since which time it has not

religion of tt.e ccuntry*
been used or meddled with by either party.
5. On the day mentioned in the charge, it is fully proved that the prisoners with some others
4 the whole of that part of it which faced the pagoda with alternate

came to the said wall: painte X :
stripes of red and white and also a portion of that facing the Mission premises and then put on the

top of the said wall idol images made of mud..

6. As alrcady observed, this wal
nin 1851; and it isin proof that there was no such custom of painting the wall &c., nor do

give
at there was.

the prisoners plead th i . _
7. Itis fuliy proved that these prisoners used very seditious language to the effect that great
disasters had happened to the English in the North-west ; that there was no British Government
here or elsewhere, and that they would do as they liked. )
8. This language shows that the prisoners went and painted the wall, &c., with a seditious
intention ; and had the Native Christians forcibly resented this gross insult, there is every reason
to suppose that the whole district would have been in a blaze.

D

Magistrate upon the above petitions, it is with much

n of the term “ Heathen” to the complaining party. The Governor '

d the 28th February 1851, simply comimunicates to the’

1 had been untouched by either party since the decision '

ey
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9. Such doubtless was the result wished for by the prisoners; but the forbearance of the
Native Christians who merely remonstrated, dcfeated their (prisoners) object.
10. The crime of the 7th, 8th and 9th prisoners is greatly aggravated from their being
® 7th prisoner is a Village Government® officials; they are therefore sentenced to two years' impri-
Moonsiff and Meerassidar,

fthprisoner,a No. Curpum  S00Ment with hard labor in irons.
9th prisoner a Mettoo peon.

11. The 1st and 2nd prisoners being Cavilgars, their crime is also
enhanced, (but in a less degree than the 7th, 8th and 9th

year’s imprisonment with hard labor in irons.
12. The 3rd

prisoner is a petty 'shopkeeper, the 5th a schoolmaster and the 4th and Gth
cultivators. ) o

13. A sentence of 6 months im

prisonment with hard labor in irons, is considered sufficient
for these prisoners, i

14.  All are sentenced under Section I, Act XVI of 1857.
10th Novembér 1857.

(Signed) E. STORY,

Commissioner.

-
.

A list of Documents received from the Police, but not translated as being unnecessary.

No. 2. A Vakalut furnished by Rev. J. Thomas, to Soobramoneyapillay, authorizing him
to prosecute the charge before the authorities.

No. 7. A Deposition given before the Police Ameen by Curpa Mooppen, a neighbour,
stating that he was absent and did not witness or hear of the occurrence. -

No. 8. A do. do. by Ramasamyahpillay, a do. denying all knowledge of the matter.

No. 9. A do. do. by Palavaisum, a do. stating that no disturbance was committed on the
day in question: and that the charge was preferred through enmity.

No. 10. A do. do. by Palavasa Taven, a do. denying the occurrence, and stating that the
charge is false, -

No. I1. * A do. do. by one Palany pundarom, a de. denying the occurrence. _
No. 12. A do. do. by Erooluppen, a revenue peon of the Talook, sta.ti'ng that when }I‘:’
went with a Process for procuring the attendance of the parties, he made enquiries, but could ob-

tain no information that any aspersion was used towards Government; and that the wall between

the bungalolw'and the Ummen pagodah, has been painted on the west of it, but not on the
east. .

No. 13. A Process issued by the Police Ameen for the prisoners.

No. 14.  An Attachee enclosed in do. stating that 4 of the accused parties are absent.
No. 15. A do. do

. that one Qlymootoopillay, a defendant is slck

No. 16. A Summons for witnesses. )
No. 17.  An Attachee given by the No. Curnom, stating that £ of the witnesses for pro-
secution are absent. '

No. 18.
No. 19,
No. 20.
No. 21.
No. 23.
No. 21.
No. 34.

A list of prisoners.

A do. shewing the dates of the apprehension of the prisoners.

A do. shewing that the prisoners have not been punished before. .

A do. stating that no batta was paid to prisoners as they did not requi.re it.
A Diary of the Police Ameen shewing the proccedings held by him in this case.

An Arzee of do. forwarding the prisoners to the P. S. Ameen.
An Arikay of do. forwarding do. do.

(Signed) E. STORY,

Commissioner.
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" them under para.

" the prisoners wer

. jealously watch th

. Law, nay,
peace:
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CIS Lorp HARRIS, Governor in
i ble ROBERT FRAN
To the Right Honora

Council of Fort Saint George.

" No. 37.

The humble petition of Palavasa Taven, the father-
in-law of the 1st prisoner, Eanamootto Taven,
the younger brother of the 2nd prisoner, ‘Aure-
vengavoo, the younger brotherof the 3rd prisoner,
'Sooiialamoottoo Pillay, the son of the 4th prisoner,
Palany Pundaram, the elder brother of the 5th
prisoner, Auroomooga Tave.n, the son of the 6th
prisoner, Easwaramoorty Carayalen, the yaunger
brother of the 7th prisoner, Chedumbrom Pillay,
father of the 8th prisoner, and I\?ootoos.awmy
Naick, younger brother of the 9th prisoner in case
No. 1 of 1857, on the file of the Commissioner

for the Zillah of Tinnevelly, by John Bruce-

Norton, Esquire, Barrister at Law, their Vakeel.

RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH,

. l ., ” . l . ’ ] . ] l 1 l
t“ ioners hel‘etOfOIe PI eSentE I J .
I ha', yOUI’ Pe -

o the P‘?“‘;"‘: Ro‘:xlres'etitioners are 54: a loss* to understand how the said Sec-
« & Petitions will not be re- tion ;I;I:tezy to tlrie present case, inasmu.ch as there fs.no af?peél :I;) nﬂ:
ceived by Governmert T 1 dicial tribunals of appeal against any declflon of a Commis

garding ﬂsngbo?ﬁ?;fte au- Tegular Ju' ici e tton 1 of Act XVI of 1857, and your peti-

xl%lg?ygcgmpcf'cm R sloner actmgl o tefhat other petitions against the decisions of Commis-

o tioners have ear{;‘ hip, and acted upon. Your petitioners therefore re-
ed by ?*our LOT. sfofr’her i)etition will not operate as a bar against the
hon Zi;h:l;ull consideration of their casc upon its merits.

sioners have been recelved |
spectfullj hope that the rejec

. s etition, . ) . .. )
reception of their present p cubmit they have been illegally convicted. The Commissioner ex
. P
That your petitione

-copers Were convicted under Sec,:,tion I of Act XVI of ISTI;itTtlth
pressly states that the. pris uilty of a * heinous offence,” and your petm.oners su £
must therefore have been gl Act.must be restricted to those crimes which arfe spec{ cally
« heinous offences” under t ust Act; Your petitioners submit th_at‘ the offence, with which the
defined under Section I of tha or the sake of argument, that it was fully proved, does not fall

prisoners are dflargeg' fltsisol::iixxllgtfxe and Section of the 'said Act. Indeed they are charged with’
under any of the definml

committing Sed;ti?uslacm ;and with using ¢ highly seditious languagé ;" but this class of offences
o o to show,
will be prepare

bmit is clearly providéd for by a separate Act (No. 14 of 1857), under which
submit 1

your petitione’s ttried. This, it is submitted, is a fatal objection to the entire, proceedings
e not tricd. A .

i i ) ' commi \ o i . ¢ Seditious
in point of law " must be crimes committed and complete in themselves Se

«« Heinous offences roduce rebellion, even if unsuccessful, are punishable it is true;
) o produc .

” intended . ; .
lunguage " of ac;S ’gct on which the Commissioner professes to have acted . . .
. ) ) N
b i1l pow turn to the merits. They submit that it never could ha
Your petitioners Wi

. . he present
¢ your Lordship’s Government that such trumpery cases as the p
. ‘ tion oiy
in the contempla s o0 ipstea i i
. ission ins : v in ordinar

should be tried by Con:?e State has passed through, powers continuous t{: e la:‘vel owers foyr
a season of danger isforth- nd-the authorities may well be armed wit excfﬁm 'Pouﬁ o
times, bave to be pu f o,rder . but it is submitted that the Govern.m?nt will anxi Zainst
the better maintenance © dings ,of its Commissioners in order that their immense power, ag
e Procee mg -

. ioht of appeal, shall not beoppressively used to the detriment of the subject.
which.there 1s no 1g

r i euming Martial
n s Presidency y ccurred any occasion for proc )
In thi P 1d there has fortunatel not o : ]
1 ¢ t

iti < ublic
here has not been, so far as your petxtl(mers are aware, any bre'xch. of thle P
’ i ities 1 & S undaer cis
dt 1 h] 'Commissions Ilave been 1ssued to ;he authormea m the 1\ (4] U. S
and though S ' I £ il Act

T TR R @ AT TR &

o)
w0

¢ which however there is not atittle of proof as your petitioners
of w

d of by the ordinary law tribunals of the land. In such’
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14 and 16 -
of 1857, tl .
. 24, e conultlo .
Commissioner’s power ex tion of the country 1s a standine reb ’
power except under ciren g rebuke of the exercise of the

Tinevelle 3 ) mstances of the in .
Christinre;el])“ is the chief seat of Missionary effort o briing emergency:
ans dwell; there are tl X or's.
. .. 1¢ most consta ickeri
i?Fr.pet‘t‘oners profess ‘“the old reliwio:t ltflctl]\ermgs between that class and those who like
Missionary ; the Reve > of the country.” Y iti
. . rend I, - itry.”  Your petitioners’ i
the Missionary’s servaut, the first 'I:’:mas g’ the Vakeel who lays the C]IZT"G beforse :}i:u:[s’e;'ls .
nected with the Missi itness is his.Catechi ! e
! isston.  The Ms.Catechist, the rest are all Christi
N re was no comnlai ristians and con-
guage, a fact conclusive plamt made for fen d
as v .. en days after ¢ it
was no violence used or att’em zodur petitioners submit, against the t‘x{uth Lof'lt}l‘e m}fged elous
ed. 8 e charge.
alssemblage and the circumstaxf)ce that'It‘heri were no weapons, no sticks, no stones, no :umul'f:::;
thought of, show cn days wer :
s how very 1j . e suffered to elapse before any i
by which the COmn‘lissioneZ artfle foundation there really is for t}l:.,t train of y complaint was
ri “ ur i
language ; for says he, if the Chr‘;c:'at the dangerous character of your petitionefs a]el::z?lmp:mn;
J stia ac
;o suppose the district would have b'l:s lload not acted most forbearingly, ¢ there is e:er reaa:
or by the prisoners:” terrible ¢ en 1n a blaze;” and this was “ doubtless t} Iy hed
When th onsequences indeed to flow f; s te result wished
en the occupants of a ow from the painting of a party wall.

There the greatest numbers of native

pagoda a
Fee; x;op:l:e:i%r;iigirs’sthe offence :'as no:: :lf:i:;?t l\i:;lg;lyuz(:'dt t'h;eati;ﬁng language to to Bufo-
: . . ) roug rial under a Commissi
Session Judge, M{ Setflfons Court where it is now pending: 1 it 1 e but refer-
: 1 . v, that the cx > T g: hereit is by the directions of th
convertedinto a * heinows ofenccr” o se, originally committed as an ordin . e
Police Ameen on the 25th cnee”against the State. The prosecutor’s Valk e et the
" The Police Ameen forward(; t;lstil;tember, charging that the offence had bc:likiz]n?rl:i):tilml be}f;"rc: e
tered upon the inquiry, but bef case to the Principal Sudder Ameen who took bn'nt e
bail being taken, to the; Sessi efore this was complete the prosccutor’s Vakeel N ;“l: and'en-
fell within Section 1L of ;5:0\125 Court, by order of which, and on the roundagpeél led e
to the Sessions Court, \vh.erceu‘ oVI :f 1857:0 the case was sent on ta the gI\Ia"istrailtz;t :1“(:] {)’ﬂ";]_ce
The Commissioner oxs P n the Sessions Judge investigated the case aanomm;ssir:mcry "
Vakeel. The cases of the ﬁ:’llr}ed on!y two out of the witnesses in addition to the » Ltor
five it alone, aceonline o t(}a, ll‘St. prisoncrs, and the four last are essentially diﬂ'erepmfcfc‘uwr .
into seditious language =°the _f* evidence, made use of any expressions which can b e
they being in Gover:mem gist of th'e oflence of the 7th, 8th and 9th appear to h © construed
employ, did not” take an active part in oppofixr)l;: thf pi:x‘x::tl')ecn I'thl?t
5 HIC ing of the

i 3 ? olllp b
wa l . lave run th r1 k Of b
rin
l & C. a"(l SO l av e S oine a.bout tl]at‘el Co]luslon “IHCI) tlle CO 1 $

Your petitio
ners would crav . .
preferred to Mr. Levinge by thce ptr};: attention of your Lordship to the complaint originally
outset, the case was ecutor’s Vakeel. F .. . . g y
. as regarded by the R . From that it is quite clear that h
prisoners over a disputed ¥ the Reverend Mr. Tl , AAEIE at at the
puted party wall ; . Thomas as a mere assertion of rigl
what took place, b . y wall; for Mr, Tho of right by the
, but simply to . mas docs not appear to have hea "
(see Soobramanyen’s evidir.myce bl::'ve lrgl”ected the wall but not until lh::“i!;]lcl“rg ; :‘org o
Vakalutnamah ore Commissi 1 September,
@ to complai . loner) and furni . ‘ot
the charye in the v. plein to the Magistrate of the act. A r.mShEd the complainants " with a
names a 5 1e vaguest way. e repeats only th .. Again, the complainant himself states
priqone':s :o \\;}}:at ;he prisoners had said ; and ;Yt he hearsay statement of the persons whom he
$ se the alleoed sediti RE: 1s remarkable that this ace pe
evidence that the lan:u,"c of ;‘l’l‘;syla}:lguage, whereas it is abundantly clcar:;'::r)r:“t!}tx: ml;lesl all the
D e, N . . .
" took no part in the alleg:d evprquitonzndff)lth prisoners was of a totally diffcrent cha;;ctoc: of}fhb
: . . N N ol the s. . . H €
lxterall): said nothing et all. It is worthy 1x first prisoners; while the Gth and 8th ri’c ) Yy
an allusion made to the Gorernment tl) oflnotc too that in this carlicst statement thp so er:
. ; thoug - erc is no
to the quality of the expressions use(i gh as the witnesses warm up, they add o’n Vit by bit
Examined befo i ' .
re the Police Amee
n on the 13th .
only t oner . - th of Oct . .
y the fire first prisoners * with one voice” say * wl ober, this prosecuting witness makes
that all the Europeans . y * where have you a b
P are running away ; you are come, are you, to i ungalow or garden now
- » to intercede.”

'I h . d aerat l : : 4 1 ¢ . . ...
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aid so you might complain.” A proper answer enough from this witness, who being
) a
terference, SO muc 3

they have s

peon was not by the in
District in a blaze,” but correctly enough referred the complainant to the law.

The 9th prisoner on the witness asking him if this was p'roper on the part of the peon, ‘said
¢ you can complain against him” adding *jestingly,” ¢ the God of rain will wash the id; is off
the wall.” These “idols” be it observed are found to have been mere round balls of mud, with

. , -

out  eyes; hands or feet.”
s examined before the Principal Sudder Ameen on the 26th of October

as a reference to his deposition will show. He tells all that was
said to the Catechist, though he was not present; no evidence is given against the 6th prisoner.
For the first time * the Government” appears upon the scene.  “ They” (the first five prisoners).
abused the Government.” The 7th and Oth said, * This is known to every one; ‘““go and

complain.” " The Principal Sudder Ameen asks naturally, Is this ‘abuse? The Witne’ss lg.e 1
« It js abuse ; it is not abuse ; it is obstinacy; impropriety " plies,
Examined before the Commissioner on the 29th of October, this complainant and witness
again is permitted to give a mass of hearsay: towards the end of his deposition he repeats wh;t
he himself heard. There is certainly no sedition in that. The Ist and 2nd prisoners alone are
nstance. They say ¢ we have already spoken rudely; are you

de to speak in the first bt
0 ‘and again the Ist, 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th prisoners spoke ““ very

The same witnes
goes into a mass of hearsay,

now ma
come to speak in their favou

rudely,” what they said is not reported.
is Basknaden. Examined before the Police Ameen on the 9th October
s

and then two others afterwards (which two is not specified) say
have you not heard of the disgrace suffered by them 2"

The 9th prisoner said, If youlodge your complaint, and I be summoned, I shall give m
answer. It is true he makes some of the others among them the 8th prisoner, speak *so insul t):
ingly of the Europeans as not to admit of being expressed,” but if the words used are not given

it is impossible to assume that they were seditious, and there is a wide interval between seditiou;

and insulting expressions.

\Vhen the Vakeel (the Ist witness
strike our heads off 2" and thereupon W.
obvious remark that tbis account is very di
another if he comes to cut his head off cannot b

against the State!

Questioned by the Court,

¢ They i. . the Europeans have
no shame to talk of Europeans even DOW. Orders have come for the Europeans here to go back.,”

Now this might be highly improper: but it surely tasks ingenuity to discover how it was either

or calculated or intended to stir up those to whom it was addressed to sedition

ntleman who works as a cooly : has been employed to build walls for

The next witness
he makes the first prisoner first,
* you are saying European, European,

) came to, all the persons said ““ off off, what can you

flerent from that oi: the lft witness, a man’s asking
y any stretch of ingenuity be twisted into sedition

This witness is a g¢
the Missionaries; and had been complmpfgd
former occasion. He was fined 3 Rupees for assaulting another prisoner, the 7Tth.

Examined before the Principal Sudder Ameen on the 26th of October, this witness makes
the complainant (the Vakeel) present at the time the expressions were made use of by the 1st
prisoner.  He says that it was he (not the Ist witness) who asked the 9th prisoner if a low caste
man could speak so before him. This witness also makes the Gth prisoner speak, for the first

the 4th, 5th, 7th and 8th; and what he is stated to have said was

time, .but he lumps him in with
s. And he makes one and all say after each other, I havesaid so 10,000 times

g0, 80 "
Examined
he comes to what he hi

n the 20th October, he commences with hearsay, when

before the Commissioner o
d ; the 1st and 2nd prisoners appear to have stated that

mself saw and hear

come (from whom is not specified) for them to leave Tinnevelly, very

reported that orders had
' . E

sy’ 7 aubahunty @ &F S

h deprecated by the Commissioner, to set the ¢ whole

itness and his friends went away. Independent of the
he explains the insulting expressions. They were as follows : ~

been cut up and destroyed and sacrificed in battle: have you®

against to the Court by one of the prisoners on a’

red disgrace and were running away in the north-west, and that it was .
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improper perhaps, but h iti ]
! . ow sed
about way which the Commissimous, or caleulated to cause sedition in others, unl
of the language, the 3rd pri O"f'r S}lggests in his judgment. So far fro ’l i eSS. by the round®
rel,” Whereupon % P isoner is himself made to say,” Tl m this being the object
p e and the witnesses went to the bun’ : 'lcse men are assembled for a quar-
‘ galow !

He signally :
y contradicts his evi
then made the compla; evidence before the Princi
. mplainant e Principal Sudder - .
him come in long aﬁerwar dsp:eze“:ldwhen the alleged seditious language ‘i‘:‘i‘n‘i f}':"' whereas he
nd address the pri 5 sed, he now make
garden wall ; and you have i e prisoners, *“ can H s
ave : , you do thus impr - _
not true that the European:thappe{: rs been abusive to the Europeans.” Thiy of:i:} .t.d the priest’s.
: ave been d . go, go, isi
witness) are you co ; estroyed by act . » §0, 1s 1t
me to strik ; y acts and threats (not menti .
rike our heads off, if complaints are preferre(d we ::;‘1;“’“9(1 by the Lst
’ answer.”

Your Petiti
. tioners would re
interference b . spectfully ask how this
y the tribunals, ¢ i is last statement referring evi .
» can possibly square with the intentions imputei t:fl?: ﬂ)’_to 2 legal
prisoners by

The onl : :
¥ other witness .
Police Ame s examined by the C . . .
en on the 9th of ommissioner is Visvanaden. Exami
peans, a different account frogc:}‘:ber ke makes all the people *“ with one voic c)f?m‘;ned before the
at of the other witnesses who make first the ﬁrastuse (;he} Eur}:)-
, and then the

. second prisoner s .
eak. o
P He appears to have causes of enmity apainst th 5
P y against the 2nd, 5th, 7th and 9th

. repeats llea!l
thc same 0 l) ‘() (+] tlle Colllﬂllssloner

le Of the € Y [¢) tlle

A ntel‘ed upon i T ley [o0] t
. . cr ha e pOlnth out it i

Yet it is is :
on this that th . . .
e Commissi ..
missioner has visited the prisoners with such heavy sentences

as illlplisonm?nt With hard lab() .l o Y S wo ’
) nr i i ' ry
¥ €ears.

\Vhat seems s ’ 1 » R
found to b scarcely intelligible is that the 7

our ave done mo at the 7th, 8th and 9th prisoners, tw 5 .
of rain would wash ther:d:};:“ ;:’1)1' they would answer complaints ri)f pref:rec‘; 03‘:;1 ";]l:om e e
punishments assigned them obe;:e wall; while the third said nothing, have l'i'terany t;t thhe goi

g use as the Commissioner sa - ¢ heavies

ys, their *crime is enhanced b
y

their bei
ing Governme i
nt officials,” T
labour in 1 als. hey hav
in irons for @ v y have been sentenced eacl impri
2 years. each to imprisonment with b

) ard

As to the 6th pri ‘
prisoner there isli ider o . With
regard to these four prisoners : :s lxt:r'ally no evidence of his lxavinh said any thin ' Vit
o d to th Ur prisoners, your petitioners conﬁdently i T ’
submit that no case what i
P > ever is made

against them, and th
at the
the evi . y were-all full i : .
& evidence such as it was did not ‘touc},yqfnt“led to their acquittal merely on the ground that
tou em,

As to the other pri
.. prisoners, the 1st, 2
as it 18, of their h . ! € St, ~nd, 3"] 4th d 4
.. aving made u . ’ and 5th there certainly is evi '
y}?ur petitioners submi: that it isse of abusive language, with reference to ﬂ):;;: e s}l;d:
the witnesses wi not entitled t . . uropeans. Bu
ith each othe o credit, both on . .
. N T an : . account of s
various examinations; and from];]} ﬂulxlu- evident exaggeration as the case p:hceci; Cft;l’aﬂuﬁs ‘Of
ten days after : ie all-import 1e casc proceeds through Its
the offence portant fact thatn s .
: . was st o complaint at ;
which *“seditious language” iss:;’tte(li to have been committed, T],cl:e is scariul was lodged for
i Tho oy . ° 0 : . ely @ 0w i
is quite sufficient to acco?mt for su Iugged in : and the jll-fceling existing l)ct\vz:cr;l ‘:;‘)5: T:“‘."‘
such charges are preferred eSPECialcll a state of things in a district like T?nncvell Andp r}]cs
.. . s 5, . 2
opinions himself, the parties com la'y 1t(‘1 the- Commissioner happens to entertain s:ytronn re]‘:“ lin
ened. by the unknown and: lmlg)miltnz against are literally defenceless. The peo 1e2re ;:i::;)ts
coming forward., This has actuall ; powers of the Commissioner. \Vimessesp chrink ‘5’ A
the peon before the Police- Amt’eny appened in the present case. The evidence of E 1 om
lllasdmade enquiries, he replies “'I d?; the lgth October is conclusive on this point askr:doiipfxz
o 1 ’ accordin ’ ’
y will come forward to give evider:Ce N et the chargs that the Company was abused, no

And his testi
timony, he being th .. :
how false the story is th’at e wq(f] the onl'y disintcrested witness, . is also important as showing
tern side of the wall” all was painted on the Missionaries’ si s
all” (1l . issionaries’ side. le says, oS-
(the ?agoda side) “was striped. The castern side was nc til;ibe:lr!:e "‘re}f
. [

R SO

" tricts of this Presidency s

_good security for t

avere sttty eb e oo, .
T SR
ettt =
et Tenteyeriea

March 1858.

TRt b gt e e et
.................. -

.w..r-..m.«~-.-~.,.-‘-.‘-u...-..,-n.ﬁ.l*.m..—u,‘—-.a..,.---.v-.,...__,..‘ measeoe,

B e

Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, 30t};"

NIRRT DN R R e

B it

idence of this, which would have sho '
whole story, and proved that the native Christians took advantage of th:r;r?s]znefjlse:l?og of th'e
own side of the wall to fix upon them an offence which would bring them within S:}':pmg their
the Commissioner, before whom no witnesses would appear on the prisoners’ behalf, e scope of
decision of whom there lay no appe ’ »and from the
. language was used, what does it amount to? S .
it might be. But your petitioners submit that it was not seditious, :;md0 cduﬁ g:::vl‘jalvmpiopnety
1, nor could it have been used ‘with such intention. If itev;a: ei:‘:'(i;

5 sti

of stirring up others to rebe
it has not been tried under the right Act: and the proceedings under Act X VI instead of A
g of Act

X1V are altogether illegal-
Independently of this, your Petitioners respectfully submit that the extraordinary
powers

vested in the Commissioners were never intended by the Government to be brought int
. in

ces of the gravest emergency, either where the district was risin: il:lla)’ f

g in re-

except under circumstan
bellion, or where parties who might have been aiding rebellion elsewhere had escaped i .
till peaceful. Bug that the Commission should try pe ttP lntob dis-
a district altogether in its normal state of peace, to the exclusi ony o fsglua bles
Is of the land, your petitioners submit never was in the contem lle’ordb
the Government when it extended the Acts framed for the condition of the N orth_WP ation of
peaceful undisturbed districts of this Presidency. And lastly they submit thatevenift ;St to the
were proved as laid, the punishment is altogether dispropprtioned to the offence. e offence
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that the decision of the Commissioner may be re

versed, and that the prisorers may be restored to their liberty.
(Signed) JOHN BRUCE NORTON.

prisoners were unable to get ev

al.

But assuming that the

between natives in
nary criminal tribuna

Madras, 15th March 1838.

i s & i

OrpER THEREON, No. 4123 dated 29th March 1858. -

No. 38.
1. In the above case nine perso

All were convicted and sentenced to imprison
The 7th, 8th and 9th prisoners for two years.

The 1st and 2nd prisoners for one year.

The 3rd, 5th, 4th, 6th, for six months.
_ 2. Allare said to have been ser_ltenced under Act XVI, 1857—but this is a mis-quotation
thin this Presidency. The offence however is one.

Act X VI, 1857, has not been put in force Wi
clearly falling under the provisions of Act XIV, 1857, which has operation throughout the
. K 5

Madras Presidency.
The Government have
rrectness of tl

ment with hard labor in irons.

.

Q
3.
to question the co
the guilt of the parties,

state of the country where
sent circumstances, however, and intheh

undergone may have a salutary effect ont
in Council is disposed to mitigate the pen

Section I, directs that the 3rd, 5th,"4th a
heir good pehaviour in future,

on the like condition after six months’ imprisonment.
4. Resolved that the following endorsement be passed on Petition of Palavasa Taven
t

moottov Taven and others, relatives of the prisoners in case No. 1 of 1857, on the file of
Tinnevelly :— Petitioners are referred to the Commissioner of Tinnevelly

been sent respectis

\e conclusion at which the Commissioner has arrived in regard t

and the offence of which they have been convicted is one, which in tho
the trial was held, required to be visited with severity. Under’ ree
ope that the punishment which the prisoners have alreI;d .
heir future conduct, the Right Honorable the Governo{-
alties awarded. He therefore under Act XVIII, 1855
1d Gth prisoners be at once released on their f’indingt
and that the remaining five prisoners be released

Eana
the Commissioner of
to whom orders have g their relatives.”

" (Signed) H.FORBES,
Acting Secretary to Gort.

Exd. F. Cartledge.

ns were charged with having used highly seditious language l

attentively considered the record in this case. They see no reason'
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