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No. 21. Read the following letter from W. ROBINSON, L:q., Acting Magistrate of Malabar ; '
»to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Goverament, Judicial Department, Fort -
Saint George, dated Barraghury, 12th March 1838.

Ay

SIr,

, a
1. Mr. Smith has informed me that he has addressed the Government on the subject of a .
disturbance whick took place on the 3rd Instant at Shoratoor in the Nedinganad Talook.

2. A large body of the principal inhabitants have come to me with a complaint of which I :
have deemed it right to place the accompanying translation before Government. '

3. I am not fully informed of the circumstances of the matter, but its general features are
these : Certain gentlemen connected with the Railway were passing by atemple, inwhich alarge
body of Hindoos were collected for the celebration of a feast. They were attended by a Teer
servant. The near approach of a Teer defiles a temple and putsa stop to a feast of this character, .
an excited mob set upon the Teer, and the gentlemen were likewise mobbed and hustled. The
Teer remained in the hands of the assailants, ’

4. The next day Mr. Smith permitted or accompanied a ¢ rescue” by the Railway peof)le ‘
and the temples and houses were possibly entered with a view te capture the persons supposed
to have been engaged in the riot of the previous evening.

Letter from Acting Joint Magistrate, Palghaut, dated Gth 5

March 1858,
Do. do. do. dated 10th do.

I send copies of the correspondence
which has ensued. ; iled i
Statement of A. D Ross, Ksq., of the Madras Railway De- . I. have no detailed infor-
partment, made before the Joint Magistrate on the 5th do, Mation from Mr. Sinith, nor have I learnt that
the ordinary process of the law were insuflicient in the case or that the Talaok Police and Joint
Magistrate's establishment had proved unable to cope with the maftter,

6. I will kecp the Government informed.

—

To W. ROBINSON, Esq., Acting Magistrate of Malabar. - : -
Petition of 1st, Poyatah Illata Narraina Namboo-

dry, Proprietor of Choratoor and Trikangod

Temples—2nd, Parakat Shree Komaren Nam-

. boodry, younger brother of Parameshwara

. Numboodry, the Samoodayon (Manager) of the
. ) . aforesaid two Temples—3rd, Ramen Chenat g
Govinda Podwal—4th, Kandom Cherat Shangoo E

Nair servants in the Temples—5th, Nochoor '
Gramom Cheena Vass Putter—OGth, Parrakat
Mangat Ramen Nair; and 7th, Parrakatil Go-

vinda Nair, Mookiastens, inhabitants of Pan-

amanna Umshom in the Nedinganaad Talook.

We beg to prefer the following complaint against, Ist the Railway Engineer Mr. Coe, 2nd
Government Engineer Captain Johnston, 3rd Mr. Ross, and 4th Mr. Smith, the Sub-Collector

/On Thursday, the 22nd (4th March 1858) of the present month of Koombhom, the Engineer

Officers above mentioned, with teh or twelve other Europeans, whose names we do not knovw, ,’
and Railway servants and workmen, amounting altogether to about 500 ‘persons, came with the i
Sub Collector to the aforesaid two temples, and to the houses of ourselves and others, and com-
mitted a riot. Although the Adigharya Tahsildar and other Talook officials were eye-witnesses
to the grievous acts committed on this occasion, still, as the Sub Collector was on the opposite
side, they afiorded no redress. In consequence of the great grievance and apprehension which |
this has casued, all the families residing at Choratoor and Trikangod have fled to the Cochin ,;
Rajah’s Territory and other places, and we, who are the only persons remaining, have come before ‘
your Worship to represent our grievances. |

j
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In the first P]ace, we pray your Worship will deign to listen to thé recital of the painful
circumstances which we detail, and, redressing our grievances by an order in accordance with j

. . . us-
tice, enable us to return to our houses in the Sircar country and thus afford us protection :

In the Choratoor temple aforementioned, it is usual to celebrate ¢ i ‘s unt
ruptedly. On Wednesday the 21st (3rd March 1838,) of the present rr?ofr‘xetahs toff"o;{:;:l;z;um:t? rl-‘
was the 3rd day after the commencement of the feast in question, at 51 P. M., the gentl et HE )
1st,"2rd and 3rd defendants, came inside the wall of the temple yard, by the, roadg]e d?men.t. °
ward from the temple, bringing with them a Teer servant, and stood at the entrance oaf tl}ngl‘;e“-
da. They were prevented, and igformed that it was not usual for gentlemen to ent oo st
place. They then drew back, there was at the time a Brahinin, employed as a C.axshnker mt? sueh
Railway Department, present in the temple. He mentioned that the servant wl A
the gentlemen to the spot was a Tecr, so that the tem ple w e i
this, the 2nd complainant’s elder brother, Samooda : i :
tion had boldly defiled the temple and prevented );Ezlci{;:l;g()d;g:ﬁld,fthat % the Tecr in e
over to the Adighary or Head of thevillage. 'The Teer was callefl' outt i should be made
stopped. The gentlemen attempted to rescue him, but the peopl (})10,
without permitting this, retained the Teer there. D o
Samoodayom aforesaid mentioned the matter to th
who reported it to the Adighary of the Umshom,
the spot, and, after ‘holding enquiries i
Tahsildar. He delivered thi Tle intc: tshueb:}:l::;(: zfl;;io:,-t“()f th? whole circumstances to the
purified and the ceremony of the feast recommenced the p o o
March) at 1 P. M., the three gentlemen, defend
and 10 or 12 other Europeans were seen coming

. companied
as 1n consequence polluted. Upon

n present at the Pagoda,
The gentlemen returned to their houses. The
e Gt?l and 7th complainants the Mookiastens,

This Ofiicer, early the next morning, came to

The temple was duly
' ext day. Oa Thursday, the 22nd (1th
ants above mentioned, with the Sub Collector,

: on horseback and on f; . i
500 persons, armed with Swords, Guns, Sticks, Knives &c. Upon thlisoc::),ea;(ezgjlzn\:lhcf l};{labo“t
, come

for the feast became terrified, and commenced t
their attendants had 0 Tun away. By this time the gentlem i
and laid hands on, and i?):)ieive:‘heat:-m ]ple and penetrated even to the Sheer Kow%l or ”f‘:t‘:‘;ﬁl
from the temple, the follo:vinrr? dlt l_cde to be f(fund there. Of the persons who were running a\va;
ther Venkat Rayen Putter K:I:t gl uals fellrmto their hands : viz., 5th complainant’s cld:r bro-
Ramen, Céddoo.i)atten Coo;lhen and '(IJ‘Orpoo, Kokat Krishnan Nair, Llliakat Ayapin, Anakaren
sons, and severely beat, and inﬁi‘cted bOt'toongul Koonhoony. They seized and bound these per-
one of the gentlemen inflicted a wou d“us.es on, them, and also put them in chains, besides this
(a man of Codapattom caste,) the ((Illéf, “"(;th 2 swvord, on the head of one named Chetary Shan"oc;
Candan Cheratah veed, a house byl i e t.hen entered the 4th complainant’s house nar;ed
dayom was living, and 3 hous elonging to Trikangod Devassom  temple. | Li .

e situated o ple, in wkich the Sama-

i n the west sid .

ple itself, after entering all thes . side of the said temple, and also tl .
N e . . also the tem

them. ° » breaking open the doors :

The gentlemen themselves then ran

' to seize th \
cape from fear of life, discharged their guus at h'e Staﬂ.modayom Namboodry, and secing him es-
L him twice or thrice, b i i
» but he was not hit. Sceing

these disturbﬁnces th i n d a
e Bra l ters, an

) 3 \ ( hmln) wor en, \V]]O are not accusto ned to le ve t (.-[ uar

(4] her W Omen, as We;l as men left theil‘ho ' I ] " h ! q o ll

- use
The man of the Cadoopattom caste, who Wa: ‘ir:m (;e:iror, and have escaped out of the country.
Sub Collector, who is paying all his unded, has been removed and retained by the

‘ expenses, .
the Samoodayom Parameshware Nambol;dr v V}’e have learnt, that adverting to the fact that
Y Was siot at, and iy not forthcoming, a complaint has

been received by the Sub C
has be by . u.b Collector from the l{ailway oentle : : N
as been charged as a guilty party. 5 men in which the said Namboodry

The ornaments of

8 Oof great v, H

ceremonies. cor g alue, belonging to the two temples afs id. the vessel d in
les, copper and bronze utensils, various oresaid, the vesscls uSce

arti .
of the houses entered as above by breaking open cles brought for the feast, and the properties
el

M . dQOrS we y . .
disturbance, those remaining are lying about quite u’ ere carried off by the people during the
i 2 2 unprotected si : . o \as
n cds e stion

terrupted, there has been no performance.of ceremony ince the feastin que

§hexistedar and Police Gomastah of the Talock cam
Ing personally all the circumstances of the case
‘ Since the commencement of the Br ,
Pieas this is known to have occurred in
Tippoo. We are unable to enter into

e to the spot the next nay, Friday, and know-
returnced,

itish Rule no such disturbance or oppression to the peo-
this country, there were such occurrences in the reign of
a full detail of the acts committed during the disturbance

but failing to come, was -

&e., they looted ell the property in |

in these two temples. The Tahsildar,

" 4 One of the large Proprietors.
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in question. Having learnt that this complaint preferred against the Sub Collector, whose au-
thority is co-ordinate with your’s, caunot be tried by you, we have, with much regret, repre-

sented these circumstances to the Subordinate Court. With reference to the prevailing impres-

sion that the people of this country are'in the’habit of representing trifling mz%tfers with exagge-
ration, we beg to state, that if your worship repair to the spot and hold enquiries, you will be
satisfied, that we have not represented even h'alf of what has aken place.

1f, until the truth of this case is ascertained and redress afforded us, your worship lez.we this
district, and the Sub Collector succeeds in your room, we, the inhabitants of the place, will have
to abandon the country. If this source of grievance is not taken into consideration by your Wor-
ship, the guardian of the people, there will be, as you are aware, no alternative left to us.

Our principal witnesses in this case are the Tahsildar, Adighary and other Government Offi-
‘cers. - We do not know where the women and children of our families, who have run away from
a dread of their lives, have taken refuge. It is from a fear that we would suffer much ill-treat-

ment from the Railway gentlemen, should-we fall into their hands, that we have come hither.

There being no persons in the two temples aforesaid, we do not know how much of the pro-
perties in them, which are of very great value, have been carried away and by whom. We there-
fore pray, that an order may be passed directing an account of the propertj',' to be drawn out and
the property itself taken care of, and preventing oppression on the part of any one towards our
families until this case is settled, and we return to our homes.

Dated 27th Koombhom, 1033 (Sth March 1858.)

-(True Translation.) ‘
' (Signed) W, ROBIN SON,
o Acting Magistrate.

-
s -
PR

From H. G. SMITH, Esq., Acting Joint I\Ihgistrate; to W. ROBINSON, Esq., Acting
Magistrate of Malabar, dated Camp Shoratoor, Gth March 1858.

SR, - 1 L . ' 7 . -

* Not with the Circuit Re- As a sequel to the letter® I wrote you yesterday, I have the honor

cords, but of the suile PUr= ¢ o c]oce o' copy , of the deposition given by the Adighary of this

urt as this <5 ) . e )
le)nshom and request you will order the Police Officers 1n your District to use their utmost
H v

endeavours to apprehend thé parties named therein.

It is very evident from every depbéition I have taken, that the assault committed on the
Railway Engineers was most unprovoked, and it is equally cleaf that Parficata Namboory was
the chief ring-leader. The attack also it seems was confined entirely to Nairs.

The Nambooryt being, as reported to me a man of great wealth and

influence, both here and in the Cochin Territory, I yesterday addressed the Government re.quest-

ing them, should ordinary means fail, to allow me to offer a reward ?f 1,000 Rupees for his ap-

prehension;; telling them at the same time, that my reason fox: naming so large a sum was that

it might prove an inducement to some of his retainers to give him up. ' ‘

This I doubt. I went throngh There has long since been an ill-feeling here agamst the Railway
the eonntry List yesrand  Qficials which is, I imagine, owing to their just going to commence a

found none. The matter . . . .
‘3::& cndden ebulliion of new section of the line which passes through the land of those who are

fﬁfﬁ‘"ﬁoﬂfﬁ?f" it;y' &‘e?;:e:jn at present averse toit. I think therefore that, certainly till I can ap-
‘ prehend the Namboory, and some of the other ring-leaders, a small

sacrilege.
Detachment of the Malabar Police Force should be sent here to protect the persons and property
of the Railway Engineers. .

I yesterday wrote to Genera .
boory, as I hear he has fled into the Cochin Territory.

1 Cullén to request him to do all he can to apprehend the Nam-

Fx;om \V. ROBINSON, Esq., Acting Magistrate ; to H. G. SMITH, Esq., Acting Joint
Magistrate of Malabar, dated Pyolly, 10th March 1858,

Sig, .
I bave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 6th Instant with enclosure.

1 Lave had the advantage likewise of conversing with Captain Johnston and learning some par-
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ticulars of the case to which they refer from him.

I have no doubt v s .
. you are rapidly preparine
the case for committal, P Y Preparing

The exciting cause has, I observe, been the approach of a
officials within pollution distance of a temple where Ifindoo
$ 1t had already lasted some  anticipationt of a sacred feast, which the

days I fiml.  They were in
- themidstof the celebration.

Teer follower of the Railway
worshippers had collected ip
Y were preparing to cclcbrate,
ie temple, he could scarcely
) have been ignorant of the violence he was
and the.y appear to have resented in a manner o
lowever imjustifiable) in-MalaLar.
€ Of 8 hoisekeeper fallow-

case precise]y he ame
Aca eq of le s
ing his European Master - the s char.

v N .
through the street of tue J 4TS back. The defence taken: was
. Tallecl Pugoda.

If the Teer in -question approached t}
(however unconscious his masters may have remained

doing to the feeling of his fellow subjects ;
which this is by no meansa solitary instance (

acter occurred in  Caljcut a few

Justification and provocation., With

a view to conviction, this fact should be k i
: . : : e kept carcfull 1 i
the investigation, ! Y i mind during

I would venture to suggest very great care in diser

v | iminatiny 1 is :
attack in the first instance, was it directed at first an S oy octss eharacter of the

d Chlffly, as has been the case m Othet Slml]ar
M) ICoS a(ralnsi ‘lle ”HldOO + OTr was the attaCl\ nlade dllect]y on t]le l:u] ()[)Ca"s “]thout ICfCl ence
ILSLalice t i -4

. t ? i
§ Who alone defiles, for, the © }he Teer S It may be difficult 1o reach the precise truth on such a
Furopean or Mussulman, - point for, in any such case the European js immediately involved in the

msy pass withont cere- .

mobial taint wierea Teer TiOt. The attached dependant seeks his protectiou, a rescue isattempted
3

Still, for the information of Government,

or low caste Hindoo couid an :
not pass without desecrate d a?l aﬂ‘r;y Is the result.
as wel] as Itct: .
the ends of justice, no pains should le spared to diseriminate

ing a Temyle,
these facts,

I would ask you likewise to dray up a full and circumstant]
the day subsequent to the aflray, and under your own su l
and houses entered and by whom, For,’
an angry canvass of any summary proc
Justified, when explained.

If you think that I could b
will quickly join your camp.
I am unable to detach the Malabar Pol; - :
for the present the disaffected are dispz:errsegflce Corps on this duty, and I think that at all events
I fear 1000 Rupees would be thrown awa

boodry. The ordinary process of the Law
wealthy and influential, ‘

1

al report of the proceedings of

£ ow pervision, with a statement of the temples
my experience in these

. matters leads me to anticipate
cedings how

ever easily and satisfactorily they may be

¥ if offered for

! the apprehension of Paracat Nam-
1s far more effe

ctive when the absconded individual is

gather that the temple in question js not on the line
(True Copies.)

(Signcd) W. ROBINSON,
Acting Magistrate,

Statement of ANDRE WY N
: nto REW DAVID ROSS: Esq-, of the Madras Ilailway Department.

On the evening of the 3rd of Ma 5
evenil ~arch 1838, g tain J
foot the Engineer’s Bungalow at Shoratoor for the ];))urpose‘;};'];:):;{ni;

line to the west of the Bungalow. Defore leaving the Bup 1 3 ion of the ftai way
g galow

» I said I would let my Peon
mile along the Railway and then probably see a harc:. We went about a
Pa.ssed before.  As we were going along, I told tle Pf:(:]t tr:acll{:clongl Wl":h 1 h.ave griq:;zt]z
might hand me the gun if a hare should er He consep.uc otsle l(c) mte 1125(:’ tz me not
more than two yards behind me, We passed a Covil, we went al‘(lmi“ tl);e ::;dcmarked a, a, in
-the sketch,  After we had left the Covil about 50 yards, I heard loua yells behind. Im’me,di-
ately a man wh.om I'knew tobea Numboory, and whom - secing again I could easily identify,

came up an.d tried to take-possession of amy gun and Peon, 1 pushc:f away the Numboory and
was tmmediately surrounded by a crowd of Nairs, They, headed by the Numboory, tried to ar-
Test t-he gun from the Peon, T assisted him in retaining it. After some little time, 1 took the
gun into my own hand, and did my best to defend the Peon from the Llows and thrusts aimed at

0ss our path.

Mr. Coc and mysclf left on

”

.

s

L4

“ . A.—~I am quite certain we gave them none. . R L

f e
Yy

“ . R

s
—~———
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' Tos od

him. 1 had great difficulty in retaining the gun as a number of people tried to pull it from me..

1 was repeatediy knocked and pushed about, had my hat sometimes knocked off and sometimes .

'y ing separated from me, was-carried away. I ran towards'the Bun}
over Y e)’ffs-h 1”’3 _IP Ic:)':t’ ::;n:f si\eII;‘\ Coe’s Peons 1\:Jfahomed Saheb, an went back to the crowi’
gelow fo & o my own Peon.. -Mahomed Saheb asked the crowd for my Deon, a-f?w of whom,
to t.ry}iljl z_:;cgve:he }i‘Tur'nboory, rushed upon Mahomed Saheb, knocked him- down .anfi were -
:ijzlslilngv;:i;l,-wien on my éoing to his assistance; -they left him. After this we all went to the

Engineer's Bungalow, it being too dark; and the crowd too large and infuriated for.us td at- ",
g & 4 - - . ' , . B

tempttor&scuethePeon- [ TS oL e

Thé Adighary arrived about 8 o’clock. He was reque.sted by Capta:rt Johutston to go and
recover my Peon. He wentaway and soon retuz:ned, saying that the I\gfu's refused to give up
the Peon. _He further said he had not sufficient mﬂue'nce over them to ‘compel them to do so. )
He then gave a list of the'persqqg ‘who ret_'qsed to give up’the Pcon'. After that he went away,
Leing of no Svaice to us. i

Q+—Are you quite sure you gave them no provocation to proceed as they did ?

Q.—Do you recognize any of thefp;isgners as taking part in the affray 2 - oo ]
f‘I —No, I do not, but I'recognize . the 1st and - 2nd " prisoners as being the two who were

caught yesterday as guard over the house where my Peor was in custody.
=] ! R N ) . L ;

" R © . (Signed) A. D. ROSS,

2T Lot Resident Ljngz'neer 11[édras Railway.

-

‘ 'Tal\(én on oath before xx;e, this 5th day of March 1858, - A '
s R . (Signed) H. G. SMITH, - _
. o . Actg, Joint Magistrate.
. LT A “._ . (True Copy.) . . . . ’
S ST - . - (Signed) H.G.SMITH, .

-
Tt Ty e,
LI - - .

. w4 - .

‘ | - Acting Joint Magistrate,
el (Tvee Copy e
o T - (Signed) W. ROBINSON, - |

' R L . “Acting Magistrate.

.
’

No. 22. - . OrpEr ThEREON, No. 881 ; dated 22nd March 1858,
The Government will await the.further,informz_ttion promised by the Acting l\_Iagistrflte.

’

They will expect from him in due tinie‘é full report of all that has occurred. e
- (Signed) * T. PYCROFT, .
) . . Chief Secretary.
Al \ . v g
- t v . ~ : '
- , ) '
Exd, F: Cartledge, ) . *

. . - B ’

v

-
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