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Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, 19¢h March 1858, :

oY

No. 5. Read the followirg letier from J. RCHDE, Fsq.f Trshector of Fricons s to. T
PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint George, dated 4th
. e

P

March 1838, No. 94. o L

N Sir, . »
I have the honor to forward a copy of a report received on the. st Instant from 3 Cott3is

aer o Yrres i . H 3 v ° . . o ’
Sessions Judge of Masulipatam, relative to the escape of Convicts on the night of the L: mo,

2. The general purport of Mr. Cotton'siletter has alrca,(jy been communis 2 the

Government by Telegram.
" 3. The Sessions Judze appears to have been warned carly in December last thitv an es
. . . ; : R -

cape was meditated, he al.ludes to his having reported this to you on the 9th-Idem: .

-

e

1. The'escape seems to have been effected by cutting away the lower part of the O
frame and thus removing the bars ;  this ought not to have occurred as [ pointed .out.this . o -
cause of insccurity both in this Jail and in that of Guntoor, at my last visit, and cel;tai;ll un;ll\-:-
stood that it sliould be remedicd, Two other wards appear to have been opened from they outside

~ . by those who first got out. T
5. I do not understand from Mr. Cotton’s letter whether the Convicts escaped from the
enclosure by means of the sentry box placed against the wall or by the gatc-way after. seizing )
the Arms. ) e T I ol . - 'S ..
G. The prisoners who escaped are accounted for as follow.s —
. rears’ sentence for gang robbery, &c., at ¥ proyy o . T ghel w2 L T
: l?u}gzvighl')etta and esc:pe?..‘... .:..i’ ,;..,’. o }I\xhed inf the attempt. '
* 2 liyears for robbery of -the Nundegatm N \
T Treasury,i.iot Sl Sl 2.‘.'.'...’,,..} , do. 7y P
3 & # Juggiahpetta prisoners, Names not given. Wounded in the attempt and retaken..
5 & G Hyderabad prisoners. Names not given. A do. - o s
7 ) med Khan, 14 years for murder an DR s
T e et %} Re-apprehendid by the Head of Petice.”
8 Abdool Kawder, 11 years for assault on S L, e
- Brigadier McKenzie....oo ceverreeriiiinianes. } Voo e dote €T A *
9 Ismail Khan, 14 years for gang robbefY and) - ‘
murder............ Y B 1 ..... R ~do., PO PR I A
10 Manaty Neelachellum, 1 year for| attle).. «w.s-2.- A &
stealing..ceveiaein i liviiinnininna } o do. . .
3 ' ) ‘ : ,.
. . Under ?rialfor ]!ig/zwa‘y '2:0[)6”2‘-'. IO , o T e
11 Codaty Boocheegaudoo......... se seees weenee Re-apprehended by the Iead of Police.
12 Chemenany Cauteegaudoo............ .. Creeens ~ do. : . -
13 Sookala Runga or Ramjee, 7 years for high- A ) g
way robbery..cocveirennnnnns . . : .
14 Togi'ka Coto?)"a, 7 years for secreting noto- Still at large. ‘ ) L ' .
- rious robbers..cceeieiiiaennnn, cer rrerreneans S I . o P i
A ° e

7. Mr. Cotton refers to the want of a Revolver for the Jailer, this is owine to his not hiy-
ing made arrangements for paying for it in sending his Indent to the Principa’l’ Commissary of
Ordnance, as I believe ; I have about a month since returned all Indents so forwarded with in-

structions.
8. The Sepoy guard, Mr. Cotton refers to, have for the last 18 years consisted of G Sepoys ;
I reduced the number fo that extent on the Brigadier's recommendation, when I was Assistant
. Judge of the station. I am quite satisfied that had the Peon guard been alert, this escape would
not have taken place ; whether the Sepoys would have deterred the prisonérs from the attemv

. I cannot say.
. 9. Although I did, in reference to the‘orders' of Government, Public Department, dated
the 25th July 1857, No. 1014, directing the stoppage of Public- Works, desist from:uf'gi ng on'the -

‘ -Sessions Judge. the precautions recommended in the enclosed report on my visit to that Jail in

*
T
> [

May last, I feel it my duty to recommend that effect be now given to those suggestions.
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~ Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, 19th March 1858,
10. I cannot sufficiently deprecate the impolicy of my not being provided with a single
] ) really secure Jail to which desperatz characters might be confined in strict imprisonment.

g

11.  As Mr. Cotton’s report is still defective, I have requested furthér information on ccr-
tain points particularly in regard to the responsibility attaching to the Peons immediately over :
the ward first broken. : ) . X

LS

From J. J. COTTON, Esq., Sessions Judge of Masulipatam ; toJ. ROHDE, Esq., Inspector
) of Prisons, Madras, dated 23rd February 1838, No. 95.

Sir,

] : 1. In continuation of my telegram of the 19th Instant, and of my letter dated (he 20th
Instant, forwarding a list of escaped Convicts ; I have the honor to report further particulars of
the daring outbreak from the Jail at this station, for your information. )

2. At about 10 minutes to 12 on the night of the 18th, I was awakened by the information

that the whole of the Ccnvictshad broken Jail, and effected their escape,
self and proceeded to the Jail, to ascertain the facts of the case,
still be expedient for the re-apprehension of the run-aways,

Iinstantly dressed my-
and to issue such orders as might

3. Onmy arrival there as the clock struck midnight, I found 3 men,
the ground wounded or dead inside the Jail compound gate,
gate, more or less wounded. .

Convicts, lying on
and three more near the Juil main

4+ T then ascertained that the outbreak took
out of their wards, and overpowering the sentry on
they then forced the relieving

place through some Convicts having broken
guard within the walls in the first instance,
‘ ' guards who were at the main gate,
till their turn came on, and finlly rushing en masse to the place ofa
3 of the muskets &c., there kept for the usc of the guard,

most of whom were slecping
rms, scized and secured some

5. The sentry here on duty states that owin
Peons from the Convicts as they ran

to prevent the capture of the Arms.

' g to the darkness he could not distinguish the 7
pasthim to the place of arms, and was conscquently unable ]

. f(; d.\'\’hxlhe tl;e above was going on, the Jailer was aroused and came at once to the main gate,

_ e . .

and finding Wwhat iad occurred, after seeuring it, proceeded in haste to the gate of the compournd,
and issued his orders to fire on all who were attempting to escape

" 7. Some Convlct.? had before this apparently made their way out of the Jail compound
either through the fence, or over the gate which remai

) e W ned locked (as usual after night fall). The
Z:lele:fs::l?: z:n b\i(]i{);t:f (tll;?enl;t:()lnst‘(:ver this gate to surround the hedge, and arming himself with
’ rightand lef o, pnet he hgzxte, while others of the Peons extended themsclves on his
a_:d close st hand nd o ofei'; t érepf)rts of ﬁr::»arms were heard both at some little distance
e Jai,ler o alled t; onvicts running up, towirds the gate presented a loaded

cap, and the Juil \’I II’ ‘9 etrigger close in front of him. The piece clicked, having no
P ailer Mr. Harrison attempted to fire on the Convict ; but with exactly asimilar
result ; the Peon from whose hands h , !

¢ took the musket not hasi it! He tlicp came
down to ) : ot haviug capped it ! He tlicp ]
the charge, and belicves he suceeeded in wounding the man, who dropped his picce and

ran Off to the ri"ht and was 10 o 1 (: - T

N ghi, st Slcht Of m the darknes:; : 1 O

: : : a Conv . , )rcllcnd'
(‘d n the cookmg sheds where he was Lot s Sh n]-‘ afu npl

concealing himself, who j > the individual
who attempted to fire on the Jailer. ° » Whois supposed to be the in

8. Some of the shots heard were effectua)
dfagged into the compound, one shot thiough the ,h
of whom are dead. Others were captured bLoth insi
less wounded, chiefly from blows with sticks.

9. The total is two killed and four wounded,

and two men (Convicts) were shortly after
cad, end the other through the back, both
de and outside the Jail compound more or

10.  On cautiously entering the precincts of the Jail, to ascertain how the outbreak had
been effeeted, and the state of the several wards, it was found 12 C

. amvicts Lad escaped out of J
: wards, and two others under trial from another.

1L As far as [ have been able to ascertain by observation, and summarily questioning the !
Pecns and prisoners at the time, und on the following morning, it would appear that'a small saw.
of some kind must Lave been secreted by one of the Convicts who used to slcep under a particu- K
lar wirdow in No. 3 cell, and with it he kad succeedcd in cutting through the half of the sash
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Fort St Geo;ge,Judzczal "Consultation, 19th - March 1858.-

(which was split up the middle from the - efiects of wet and rust) at the bottom in two places,
leaving two bars between, which were then wrenched out, thus leaving ample space for the egress
of the Convicts through the aperture. - ‘ |
2, In the next ward No. 4, the door had been forced open, I suspect from the outside by
- icts who had broken out of the other cell. lThe ward No. 2 was evidently. so forced,
d;e \.o;‘ Lolts at the top and bottom had been drawn, and thus the whole of the prisoners con-
;‘mt:; tinethese wards, amounting to 75 men, were liberated in the Jail yard.

. 13. Numbers must have now collected at .the \veslf corner, as they dppear to havg carried

try box bodily, i. e. without dragging it, from its place to another between the corner

the seatry wall. There they had made a rope of their cloths and cumblies, which

wards and the Ol;tel;‘.ishe.d it to make their escape over the wall. - The ‘ gentry box _was . found

?lmbled those ™ ']t(')ou and was so heavy that the posse of Peons with me were unable to bring it

m th-e a}',?vciop;ss‘ olri:r,ina] site.  When I visited the; whole of the wards at niglit with the g;ruard,
::.ic:‘\oii‘:]l X:111 the Co;victs remaining, inside their respective wards.

14. Fourteen prisoners in all have broken Jail, most of these I regret to say are desperate
! t(.ers . two were killed by musketry, four were re-apprehended during the same night, and
characters: . ‘
the remainder eight made their escape. ‘
| 15. Of the two men killed No. 1 was a Convict sentenced in the aggregate to 16 years,
d4 J.Ontlcs . for oang robbery, escape, uniting in the'Jail, and attempting to break his irons.
and 4m ; for gang an
He came from Juggiahpetta. _ ) |
No. @ was concerned in the robbery of the Nundegaum Government Treasury, and came
No. 2 ' .
from the Nizam's country.. His sentence was 14 years. |
16. Of thosc wounded Nos. 1 and 2 are from Juggiabpetta, and Nos. 3 and 4 from Hy-

derabad. 7 )
- 17, ¢ those who escaped, . : S : e
’ ) No. 1 was from Ellore. o
Nos. 2 and 5 are from Hyderabad. _ o
Nos. 3 and 4 from Tirvoor. 5 T
Nos. 6 from Jugziahpetta. .

¥

Under trial .prisor'xérs are Nos. 7 and 8, both from Juggiapetta. o - . o
If Iam informed rightly, both deceased Convicts were shot by the same P:eon, wh/ile the rest

appear to have done little or nothing towards the re-apprehension of the run-qwﬁjs, elx‘cspt‘; under
the immediate direction of Mr. Harrison. D A

T As.to the cause for the present outbreak, I. can only - trace it to the‘stri-ngent orders

(.1 (ont - such as are sanctioned by higher authority) th_rough‘ thg E}xropgan Jmlex:, apfi the

enfol‘ce- i ’ f the worst characters confined here, to effect their escape under any circumstances. -
e o o-ked that nearly the ‘whole of the, gang who broke Jail ai'e:'Hyderabad men, or
1t may befrer!:_&r Talooks in the direction of the Nizam's country. On the 7th December, I com-
from. the ron(l; vernment the information I then received of a threatened "outbreak, and the -
munieated t;' :e to thwart it. The present outbreak has carried out éxacﬂy what was then
SeP mkfin' yzl to break open their wards, to rush upon the guards, seize their arms, and effect
ﬂ,r?atcne - A;'trin ent orders were issued by me then to all the guards, as well as threats to
their escape hould iﬁ outbreak be attempted. 'Those precautions’ have not been successful to
the Con"‘wt;’ s. od though it is some satisfaction to know that two of the escépéd Cbnyiéts have
the e esm; ’Peona«uards within a few minutes after their escape, and that others were re-
been klled by t't;iout‘. u:necessary bloodshed and violence. Still the 'want of discipline and
apprehended wli Peon ' guard is most lamentable ; as evidenced by the way in which the whole
eni;‘)ﬁiﬂ:’;g ctareried out, without reasonable resistance being offered by a single indivi@ual unvtf'l
ou RN

the Jailer appeared among them, when the éhigf part of the mischigf was done. ’ |
19. I feel satisfied, that the present daring outbreak would never have been contemplated;
far le‘ss.have occurred, had a Sepoy guard been retained. I beg to refer you to my 'remarks”on
: ; - - 1 peg DT
i j ted ¢ 857, paras. 4 and 5. - . : ’ o
this subject dated 28th March 1857, ( ' o
; "OJ Before closing, I would again urgently call your attention to my repeat‘id ap})hc:}:;zz
for aNR.evoh:er Pistol (sanctioned by Government so long ago as the 19th October ast) for i
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to the Jailer at this station. On the accasion of the present outbreak, Lie w
fire arms, until he took the loaded musket from the hands of one of tle Jail

21. A further communication will be made
ing the punishment of those concerned in the

as altogether without
Peons,

as soon as.proceedings have been closed regard-
above outlreak. :

(True Cepy.) ™
(Signed) J. ROUDE,

* Inspector of Prisons,

P. S.—Since the foregoing was written,
hended, through the activity and zcal display

sing Row, who scoured the country from 4 4
in every direction,

the following escaped prisoners have Leen Te-appre-
ed by the present Hewd of Police, D. Venkatanara.
- M., till night full, raising the Villagers and  Pelice

Mahomed Khan,
Abdool Kauder,

Tsmail Khan, )
Mannaty Neilachellum.

Under triql Prisoners,

Codaty Bootcheegaudoo.-
- Chemenany Cautegaudoo.

v : (Signed) I. J. COTTON, ,
IR o Sessions Judge.

(True Copy.)

(Sigued) J. ROHDE, .~

Trspeetor of Prisous.

Masulipatam, 5th May 1857.

» since my last visit, has been the removal of the flat

the principal wards and the removal of the gallows to a
Jail stands,

I find, in hig last report,
my Report, the want of height in the wards and the

Tounding walls: It is however I think questionalle
of remedying these defects, the Sessions J udge is rc
the cost of raising the wallg of all the wards to 14
placing the roof, tiles being u

3. The buildin

" The only alteration made in this Jaj)
tiles for 3 feet on either sige the ridge in
spot within the compound in which the

2. The Surgeon has, complained of the defects already noticed in
want of ventilators above the ley el of the sur-
whether it is worth while going to the expense
quested toascertain from the District Engineer
fect in height measured on theinside and re-
t which a coupled roof of necessity causcs.
ns for shuttin
»one by repl

g out one class of prisoncrs from
: acing the division walls which appears
: : Purpose by railways or palisades, the other by placing such palisades
on two sides of the four $quares, of which the ranges of wards already Jorm two gjdes, this latter,

though the most costly, would be by far the better course, as it allows of a free passage around
al.l thfa enclo.sures and the fence would in no place be against the outer wall, Yapywood palisades
with iron spikes would probably e as goog, cheap and durable as ap y. ]

4. If the walls of the corner wards be raised g5 proposed, the doors might be removed and
Placed to open outside the palisade enclosur

e.
. 5.. It will be desirable that a line of palisades with a gate in cach, should be placed on
either side the passage through the guard room to Prevent 1}

1¢ Arins being scized.
6. Some smaller alterations sc

pital to prevent the effluvia from tl;
this may be conveniently done by pl
carried some inches below

em desirable, namely, an alteration in the privy of the hos-
e sink ascending to the annoyance of the hospital inmates,
acing a funnel of sheet iron in the aperture, the pipe being
the floor,and a small trap being attached as in Marryatt’s water closcts.
7. The steps to the dead house afford 4 convenient access to the top of the wall, this bafk
wall of the hospital yard should be raised 3 feet.

8. In case the roofs of the w

ards above referred to are removed end replaced, the flat tiles
within 3 feet of the ridge on eith

er side should be omitted.

o
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o 1l Prison buildings the precautions enumerated by the Inspector of Prisons in his _
> 9, Inall Pns S

ci ary should be attended to. ) |
- fm:‘ I'}elh;yri of the windows of the principal wards being insecure inthe bottom sills, an
10..". The iron ba

s bar should be secured 6 inches above the present,roften decayed, sills, to the
3ron or wooden cross ;
{0 p ir remoral. -
bars lo prevent their lation of sand within the Jail enclosure whereby the ground inside the
1. The accumu n

walls is graduall 18 T tuated ..

X dings so situated.
ample basement to butﬂ;:; the Jail should be furnished with wickets ; the gate should be kept
’ The two gate: ’

2. ole body of prisoners pass in or out, at which times the guard should stand

“slxat except when the wh

to their An;:s.hed s about the Jailer's house preclude his having a proper view from it of what
" 13. The hedge

il compound, they are not sufficient to'impede any prisoner’? escap(: Wh‘l;
is passing in the Jai dc ould favor the concealment of any one who once made his way tnroug.
the shelter they aﬁ ol Zot the Jailer should have from his house a clear view of all t'nz'lt passes in
them. Ttis ges.xtr:'lsb ]cfartta?ﬂl)’ desirable in this country, that persons frequenting the Jailer’s house
the compound, 1t 1
should n . from the rest of the enclosure, to remove the wall at the caft end of the
shut out hxsdgzd;:vef a gate with a fastening inside to shut out access from the Jail.
verandah an o

d be'in\r drilled to the use of fire Arms, they seem ge-neru]ly a rather un-

14. The guarcs ae D,er s questionable whether the Detter course will not be to engage

indeed 1t ot ‘: ?Tuc{lrre is requested to take steps to ensure efficiency, the -

thedSeizl:::lsst no:be allowed to outweigh this most important consideration.
ua

promising set,
a fresh body of men,

: indivi : i v
terests or claims ofi Judee has been requested to take steps to introduce the messing sy stem,
ions Ju < .
15. . The Session 8

be to divide the prisoners into messes of 25 or 30 prisoners in each, *ang to
o diment in wholesale quantities, the diet table should be prepare. 1.n
e I would recommend attention to the pulses and simi-

the better course will

are t.

urchase and prep . n v
fommunication with the Zillah Surg

lar grains which i

the grain allowane in the removal of the prickly pear hedge round the Jail compound, it now
16. I see no use 4

: ser acainst escape and if removed the roots would still remain.
formas an effectaal barmier 38 1d be made for privieé for the prisoners either by the use of
17, Arrangements Sh:l(l]ai]y or by forming a privy of brick in chunam with bars across,

privy tubs to chat{')ledn(l‘; being used, the privy being cleared when required.
some deodorising 478 1d be :ubstituted for chatties in the privies attached to the wards.
18 Privy tubs shos he 16 Peons to be employed in Jails north of the Kristna, I have

In the dis;aosal Of':le:ation of the inconvenient arrangements of this Jail, for guarding,
: \;h(: lt!llsg;;tci(;?:lmaking the tetal fixed guard up to 26 Peons.

a

hen the diet tables are arranged, a copy should be sent to the Inspector.
e ; when X

19.
reserved
loye

be employ (True Copy.)
(Signed) J. ROHDE,

Inspector of Prisons.

Orper THEREON, No. 366; dated 19th March 1858.
No. 52. f Prisons forwards a report from the Judge of Masulipatam, on the late
The Inspector 08 255 T .
. his Jail. ‘ L .
ape of Convicts from de the attempt, two were killed «at the time and four wounded iz:lc:iol:s
2. Of those who mabut six of them have since been re-captured through.uth‘: Im:“ °
R N g . : , , Ce
taken. Light gO; a‘(‘iagf" Police, D. Vencatanarasing Row, leaving only two still 2 ha g .
exertions of the Iles ems to have been effected by cutting away the;row;{ Il,zt ofatte: twhlar:; ‘;w
5. 'Lhe escape se . oving the bars. Mr. Rohde s
> Lken out of, and thus rem ng ! . toor at his
frame of the ce.ll flst br; insecurit ,both in the Masulipatam Jail and in that of Gun OC; il
red out this cause of 1mnse y uld be remedied. 'This will now be dose’ for

csC

int i
f;t visit and certainly understood that it wo

: r i iding
ised i le and clearly, shews the importance of provi ,
y being raised 1s very perceptible a Y.

it wi i intai fence to
i 1L therefore Le desirable to maintain some )
to the prisoners, 1t wi
ot have access

£th hly boiled may probably be used to the extent of one-third of
thoroug ‘
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at both Jails. The further measures recommended by the Inspector in paras. 3, 5, 7, 12, 13, in
his Memorandum on the Jail, dated 5th May last will also be at once executed and the Memo-
randum referred to the Department Public Works, for the purpose.

3 . Report para. 18.” The exception is the Peon mentioned in para. 17 of Mr. Cotton's report
A. by whom both the deceased Convicts are said to have been shot. The Inspector will consider
to whether some reward should not be given this man for his conduct on the occasion. Immediate
measures will be taken for the reform of this Jail establishment.

r

] 57 Mr. Rohde wlll see that all the Jailers for whom Revolvers have been sanctioned are
forthwith supplied with them. ~As respects the Jailer at Masulipatam, it is however remarked

that the Judge in his letter of 7th Dccember last, stated that he had armed him with his own
Revolver.

s

& 48° Loy

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.

. E23, F, Cartledge.

4. The Peon guard seem to have behaved most discreditably with perhaps one exception. .
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