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Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, 19t March 1858.

- . - S e et P o et r e e ey e, o St P aar ey

oy L N - , o . ‘ ‘ 1] No. 25. Read the following Memorandum from J. ROHDE, Esq., Inspector of Prisons; to the-
e . . L : R o : Chief Secretary to the. Government of Fort St. George, dated 20th February 1858.
L T ‘ ' : - a ‘ L -7 ° The Inspector of Prisons has the honor to submit the following suggestions in regard to the
| e

—

R - : oo . - : . ( ) : I.)roposed Lunatic Asylum Bill. - , o
L5 HERE ’ s ' - o o i o , , ‘ ; T o el ' The rule proposed in para. V, requiring * every Darogah or District Police Officer to ap-
T ) L . , e S prehend and send to the Magistrate all persons found wandering at large within his District who
- - ) : ' ’ ' . o : aré deemed to be Lunatics” appears objectionablef the extent of annoyance and inconvenience to
— which individuals may be unnecessarily Subjected in farge Districts under this rule and the open-
ing it gives for abuse, seems considerable, It appears to the Inspector that the direct and

i
) B uncalled for interference of District Police Officers should be limited to the case of persons deem-
’ ERE f ed to be dangerous by reason of lunacy. In this latter case it may not be desirable to give the
- ‘ : Police Officer the option of accepting or rejecting security tendered, though in such cases he

f ' " - might be directed to make a report to the Magistrate and await his orders before proceeding to
! remove the patient, .
2. Inpara. VIII, the provision under which committals may be made under the certifi-
: . : ‘ : . : : ) ] cate of an Apothecary seems objectionable and open to question nor does there appear any
T Ve ; o S o o o L ‘ . ; ' necessity for this insertion. .

A ' . | » 7 | - 3. In para. XII, authorizing the transfer under the direction of the Inspector of Prisons
from one Asylum to another Asylum, it may be well to add or suitable hospital,

4. In para, XVI, the application by the committing Officer to the Civil Court seems un-
- A ‘ K , _ ‘ necessary, the Magistrate might be authorized to order maintenance to be given at a certain rate
- - - s e : , . o ’ . in accordance with the patient’s condition and circumstances, open to the revision of such ofder
R . . S o . ' o ; by the Civil Court. The necessary process of the Court in the first instance would often involve

‘ : ' ‘ h R the family in needless trouble and expense.

S T G,

Ordered that the following letter be despatched. ' S
No. 26. Tothe Honorable D. ELIOTT, Esq., Member for Madras of the Legislative Council
of India, dated 16th March 1858, No. 357.
. SIr, .
I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to forward, for your infor-

o E [ : mation, copy of a Memo. received from the Inspector of Prisons, dated 20th F. ebruary 1858,
] : offering suggestions on the Bill now before the Legislative Council, relating to Lunatic Asylums,

( S T : . S _ R L L e S i, L ¥ BN The Government concur with Mr. Rohde that it is not desirable that, as provided in
S A T = N i S ‘ o ‘ 1 . Section V of the Bill, Darogahs or District Police Officers should be required to apprehend per-
: e . ; T ‘ : o S : . : " sons deemed Lunatics unless they seem to be dangerous characters. In all other cases it would

- : » e : } be enough for them to report the circumstances to the Magistrate and await his orders ; but this
e - B L . ok Lo should be done whether the friends of the Lunatic engage to take care of him or not. -
ST - o | ‘ . C s CoL 4 ) ] \ : 3. Inregard to the Medical Certificate reférred to in Section VIII, the Government think

b e A R ) C : with the Inspector, that Certificates given by Apothecaries should not be admitted,
] ST . . . S " 4. The Government sec no objection to the addition proposed by Mr. Rohde to Section i
XTI, empowering Inspectors of Jails to order the removal of a Lunatic “* to a suitable Hospital.”

5. They thinkjalso with that Officer that the order for the payment of the expenses incurredq” ﬁ
| in the maintenance of a Lunatic out of his Estate, &c.;might issue from the Magistrate - without

reference, as required by Section XVI, to the Civil Court, but subject to revision by such Court
if appealed to. .

6. In addition to what has been noticed by the Inspector, this Government would remark-
Z?)at by Section I ofthe Bill it is provided that ¢ the Executive Government of any Presidency
place, with the sanction of the Governor General of India in Council, may establish Asylums
for the reception and detention of Lunatics at such Places as may be deemed proper, or if it think 4
fit, may grant licenses to any private persons for the establishment of such Asylums.” Itis not
clear whether the sanction here referred to is to be general, that it is to be for the Supreme Go-
vernment to grant to the subordinate Governments permission to establish or license such establish-
ment generally—accordng to some general scheme or code of regulations. If this be meant, it
should in the opinion of His Lordship in Council be more distinctly expressed. If.on.the con-
trary it be intended that the sanction is to be had in each individual case, the éanditibn seems
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to this Government to be objectionable, unnecessary and likely to lead to useless references and
correspondence. It cannot they would submit be needful or expedient for the local Govern-

ments to trouble the Government of India on ev ery occasion on which they may find it ex--

pedient to establish a public Lunatic Asylum or license a private one.

(ngned) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.

Exd, ¥. Cartledge.
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