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Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, 19th March 1858

No. 21. Read the following Extract Minutes Consultation in the Revenue Department, dated

‘ 10th March 1858, No. 312.
Communicating the orders ot;1 Government relative to O.hc\|

frauds committed in the Trichinopoly District in conncetion re .

e efund of Stamp Duty under Act X VII of 1848, >(V ldc’Revenue Consultation, dated 12th March,

on aceount of suits dismissed on the application of the Plain- l 1808, Nos. 67 and 68.)

Lff or Appelisnt, and taking measures for preventing a
recurrence of the tame, J
L
: No. 22. ORDER THEREON, No. 355 ; dated 16th March 1858.

To be recorded.
(Signed) - T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary..
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) REVENUE DEZPARTMELNT.
| No. 312.. :
Extract from the Minules of Consultation under dale the 10th Alarch 1838.
Read the following Extract {rom the Procgedings of the DBoard of Revenue. A

Submitting with the Board's remarks and sug-
gestions, a letter from the Collector of Tric/u'-e

nopoly furnishing the information called for ] ] . e .
by Government in Bxtract Minutes szsul-g (Here enter 4th November 1857, No. 3776.)

tation of the 3d Ultimo ia regard to Certifi-
cales for the refund of stamp duty.

1. With the Proceedings above recorded, the Board of Revenue submit the papers anél
information required in Extract from the Minutes of Consultation, dated 3rd September 1857,
No. 883, relative to the frauds committed in the Trichinopoly District in connection with the
refund of stamp duty under Act X VII. of 1848, on account of suits dismissed on the application

of the Plaintiff or appellant.

9, The Right Ionorable the Governor in Council has carefully gone through the papers.
The frauds have been committed in four ways; first, by the interpolation of figures ; secondly, by
altering the entry of the state at which the suit was dismissed, from “after” to before” th-e
close of pleadings; thirdly, by altering the date of the dismissal of the suit, and fourthly, by the
;ssue of certificates on account of suits on which no refund was legally claimable. The interpo-
Jation of figures is, with a few exceptions, very glaring. In most cases the figures added to the
amount originally entered in the certificate are written in a separate line, though there was suffi-
cient space in the column to contain the whole number of figures, and this manner of notation
carried through several certificates, and for some length of time, must have aroused the s'uspicion
of any person entrusted with the duty of examining them, or of preparing orders for their pay-
ment, and so have led to enquiry. The alterations made in the stages at which suits were struck
off, or in the dates, are also not difficult of detection, and are either written in different il.lk,
or in a different hand, or are otherwise suspicious. Under these circumstances, the Government
cannot remove from their minds a strong impression that it is impossible that these frauds should
have been successful unless there was connivance on the part of some of the Collectors’ se‘rvantS;
of this there is no proof, but there is ample to convict them of gross and culpable negligence in

the discharge of the duties entrusted to them. The servants of the

Tencalachella Naik. Cutcherry most to be blamed are those named in the margin, they
Appajee Row, and prepared the orders for payment, and must of necessity have refer.
Kistnasawmy Tyer. red to the figures and dates entered in the certificates. Vencata-

chella Naik is reported to have died. Mr. Bird will however be
requested to punish the other two, Appajee Row and Kistnasawmny Iyer, by collecting from
them respectively the loss which may have occurred through their negligence, or by susp:ndin
them for a certain period from office as may in that officer’s opinion appear proper. ¢

3. The Government must next notice with great displeasure the loose manner in which Bal

“ee Row, the late Head Sherishtadar, appears to have performed his duty. His signature to t)}o‘
orders en the Tressury appears to have been affixed as a mere matter of form, without an e:i
.amination of the certificates either by himself or by some competent and trust-worthy Gogma-

tah of his Department. In the Board’s Circular Orders of the 22d February 1836 and 12th J S=
1831, the responsibility of the Head Sherishtadars was laid down in very distinct‘ter'ms"and ltl}?c
Government cannot allow to pass unnoticed the great neglect shown by Babojee Ro,w ] o
iherefore -ordered that ten per cent. of the loss suffered by Government from the frau.ds nt):j

mnder notice be deducted from the late Head Sherishtadar’s pension and that the fact be con
f m-

sunicated to all Collectors for the information of their Head Sherishtadars

4. Inregard tothe Cash-keeper Kunjamallay Moodelly’s share in the neglect, the Gover

-c unable to give an opinion in the absence of information to show with ?vhat’ob'ect thenmc-n't
\ates themselves were sent to him, with the orders for payment, when the lattc.r] contain:eil uli
e requisite particulars. It was not necessary for the discharge of his duty that he should e(nta
to any examination of the grounds of orders on the Treasury after they had been signed fr
: Collector, butif the records of the office shew that the original certificates wer:sent t)
» Cash-keeper for comparison with the Collector’s orders on the Treasury,. Mr. Bird shoulz
rk his displeasure at Kunjamallay Moodely’s conduct in some appropriate manner. Under



the circumstances stated in para. 7 of the Collector’s letter, dated 12th October last, the Govern-
ment exonerate the English Department from blame.

The stamp vender appears only to have
had the custody of tte certificates fur a short time

» inorder that he might enter the sums paid in
a book. His conduct does not require particular notice. ‘

5. For the fourth description of frauds the District Moonsiffand his Establishment, and
not the Collector’s Establishment, are responsible. T'he Goomastahs in the Moonsiff's Court
who deserved blame having been dismissed from the service

» 1t remairs for Government to con-
sider how far the notice taken by the Court of Sudde

r Udalut of the Moousiff’s conduct, by
imposing on him a fine of 50 Rupees, issuflicient. In
Dated 3rd September 1857, No. 883,  their lust order o the subjeet, the Government remar k-

‘ ed that, if the interpolations and alterations should have
attracted the attention of the Collector's Departmeni, still more should they have attracted

the attention of the Moonsiff who signed the papers, but from an actual inspection of the certi-
ficates which have since been submitted, they observe that alinost all those alterations and inter-
polations which are most glaring, are such as could castly have been wade, and were most likely
to have been made, after they had been signed by the Moonsiff, The Collector, in Lis lettcr
to the Civil Judge, dated 12th January 1857, states that, from the enquiry he has instituted, he is
not in a position to attribute any fraudulent participation in these transactions to the Moonsiff, and
that, on the contrary, he believes him to be quite free from blamae, and to have beeu the dupe
of a designing and cunning man officiating in the Court, and the Court of Sudder Udalut, in
para. 6 of their Proceedings dated 4th February 1857, refer to the large number of papers to

which the Moonsiffs’ signature is daily required. Under these circumstances, and as the Sudr
Court has already fined him, the Right Honorable the Gove ‘

ther to mark his displeasure at the Moonsifl's’ neglect, in not excicising a proper supervision over
the conduct of his subordinate servants.

6. The Government have carefully gone through the rules preseribed by the Court of Sud-
der Udalut, and the observations made by the Board of Revenue, to guard against the perpetra-

tion of similar frauds for the future. The former authority direct, in para. 4 of their Proceed-
ings dated 28th April 1857, that a monthly list shall be forwarded by each judicial officer, direct
to the Collector, by the fifth of each month, shewing the particulars of the several certificates
grauted by him during the previous month, and in para. G it is laid down, that no refunds shall
be made by Collectors until the certificates have been compared with the list and been found
correct ; such a system will entail much hardship on the certificate holders as well as on the Reve-
nue establishments. The certificate holders will have to wait for several days, and very often
for more than a month before the money due to them is paid ; and the comparison and examin-
ation of the certificates issued by the several Courts, will be thrown on the Collector’s office all
at one time, and the work will, in several Districts, be so heavy, that the establishment will be
obliged, either to hurry thiough it, or to leave the business in arrears, with a further delay of
payment. The Government understand that, to oby

of Cuddalore, Mr. Warg, arranged that the several Courts should send to the Collectors daily 2
list of the certificates issued during the day, and that the form prescribed was so simple that it
entailed little or no additional labor on the cstablishments. The Government are of opinion that
this plan of forwarding daily' advices is more business-like and will ensure to the certificate hold-
ers early payment of their claims., The Court of Suddr Udalut will be good enough to issue

orders accordingly, and will also direct that al] the sums entered in the certificates shall be shewn
in English fizures as well as in writing,

7. Tke instructions issued by the Court of Sudder Udalut do not,
ment, provide any check on the fourth description of frauds above al
certificates in suits in which no refund is legally derivable,
case, the Judges will be requested to order that,in e
suits struck off the file on the application of Plaintiff
considered the duty of each presiding officer carefull
list which it is above ordered shall be daily sent to th
fresh in the memory of the Judge,
as Sooba Naick was lately guilty o

8.

in the opinionof Govern-
luded to, viz. the issue of
and in order to meet this part of the
very Court, a register shall be kept of all
or Appellant, and to order that it shall .be
¥ to compare with this register the advice
e Collector. Each day’s transaction will be
and no room will be afforded for the practice of such frauds
fin the Court of the District Moonsiff of Torriore.

The responsibility of passing the certificates for payment in the Collectors’ offices .should ,
as the Board observe, be divided among as few persons as possible. They will therefore instruct
the Collectors, first, that the presentation date should be marked on the certificates by the Col-

mor in Council isnot inclined fur- -

iate these inconveniences, the late Civil Judge

e -

——

i re they pass into the hands of any of the office ser-
lector immediatels on }I: 1': sti)netac::g,ﬁ::i: se}f:Il be zor’;lpared by one of the c.hief Goomastalﬁ.s ;)f
vants; and seco'ndl)': - ent under the supervision of the Head or Naib Serishtadar, to w ic ﬁx-
the Serishiadars DePafmfi"n the duty, with the advices received from t!]e Courts. Thﬁhce;n -
ever (e Clo(;l:)uortll?azii::azt’urcs of the examining Goomastahs and of either of the Serishtadars,

; cates should bear the sig

i 9 .d Correct] y .
i i y ach Of them care an
in tc l.n ' f t lla n perforn‘led the ut asslane(l 1() e f ”
i - O I u

i : i ite off
Jov in Council cannot grant authority to wri
i Ionorable the (10\01‘1101: n _ 2 write of
Y e Rla{f‘l'ltthle sums over-paid in Trichinopoly on account gf the certlﬁ;:lates Wlfx.:(c)maso()b-
to * profi e Lo t order, till he is informed that all legal means to recovex“}the s;rzmar oob
subject of he Pfe:e; out in,the Proceedings of the Sudder Udalut dated 4t e y s
ba Naick, as pointe o
pors. 9 b f‘“l"d‘d f Revenue will ‘call upon the Superintendent of Stanfps.tct) submit his
0 . ! € .
o T'he'lffafiauds which appear to have been commltted in other Districts
report on simi A

(A true Extract.) - -
» ‘J.ic'iir'z_q Secretary to Government.

To the Board of Rev.cnue. ’
Sudr Udalut..
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