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No. 102. Read the following letter from H. G. SMITII, Esq., Acting Joint Magistrate
of Malabar; to T. PYCROFT, Lsq., Chief -.)E(h.tdly to Government, dated Camp ‘
Shoratoor, 5th March 1858. - .

Sir, _ : '

As a scquel to the letter I wrote you yesterday, I have the honor to enclose a copy of the
depositions of Captain Johnston and Messrs. Coe and Ross of the Railway Department, to show
you for the information of Government how entire and unprovoked the assault was.

The Namboory who scems according to every deposition I have taken, to have been the N
chief ring-leader, is a man of great wealth and influence both here and in the Chitore District of
the Cochin terntory to which it is reported to me he has fled. :

His property is estimated in land and houses in this District to be worth 30, 000 Rupees,
I would therefore suggest should the ordinary means fail, a reward of 1,000 Rupees be offered for

his apprehension.
I am induced to name tbis large amount that some of his retainers may through the hope of
obtaining it be tempted to give him up. * o
I am glad to be able to report, Mr. Ross’ Peon although subjected to great mal- treatment is 1

gradually recovering. \

There appears to be no ill feeling or wish to disturb the peace any where except in the Nam-
boories Umshom, I have therefore suggested to Mr. Robinson that a portion of the Malabar
Police Force be sent or some other measure be taken to protect the Railw ay Engineers in this
part of the line, where awing to their just going to begin work there seems to be an aversion on
the part of the land owners to its being carried through their land,

D

Statement of RICHARD HALL COE, Lsq., of the Madras Railway Department.

'On the evening of Wednesday the third Instant, Captain Johnston, Government Engineer,
Mr. Ross, Resident Enﬂmeel, and myself procceded to a quarry about a mile along the line
where I was getting some stone cuttings done and in returning by a different road as passes close to
a Temple, we saw some Nairs leave after us who began )elhnn'. We continued to walk quietly
on followed by Mr, Ross’ Peon the only Native that was with us, when we were suddenly attackcd
by about 50 Nairsheaded by a Numboory. I continued parrying off their efforts to close in on us
and by signs to induce them to let us know what they wanted, at this time my Store-keeper came
up on hls way home and endeavoured to push the Nairs off from me and we continued fight-
ing our way to my Bungalow, several of them seized me by the arms, but 1 knocked them off and i
tned ta get to the assistance of Captam Johnston and Mr. Ross and with the Storc-l\eeper s help
succeeded for a minute or two in keeping them back, but their numbers and the darkness in- !
creasing they closed in on us and struck Mr. Ross and knocked off his hat, three of them seized
meby thearmsand one by the throat and deprived me of my neckerchief. I shook off those who
seized me and took hold of the man who had my neckerchief, took it from him, fought my way
through the crowd and ran to the Bungalow for arms and assistance.

On getting there, I took my gun turned out with my Writer and Cash Peons and ran back to
the assistance of Captain Johnstonand Mr. Ross, but before I reached the crowd, I met them
coming towards the Bungalow followed by two of my people who had ran to their assistance and -
found Mr. Ross’ Peou left behind, We returned and dined and about 8 o ‘clock was joined by
three of my Sub Inspectors, whom I had sent for and a number of Mopalas with whom I wished

\fso rescue Mr. Ross’ servant, but was dissuaded from doing so by Captain Johnston who thought
better to await the arrival of the Magistrate.

Q.—Of the prisoners now before you, do you recognize any as being concerned in the affray ?

A.—~—The Sth prisoner I distinctly recognize and think I can the third, cannot swear to him.

. at et e s o

Q.—Do you know their names ?
A. —\Io, I do not. .
Q.—Did Numboory take a very prominent part in the affray ?

A.—He did take a most prominent part, in fact he yas the ring-leader and I should know
him again if I saw him,

e AT T



IR YR NI L P ]
S EY

S e D

F O P U RS NEC SRS Y e - o

Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, 17¢), J[c.zrck“ i858,

e e o o s g o b e ot -

-

- Q.—Did you give them any provocation to proceed as they did ?
A.—Not the slightest.

Q.—On my arrival and proceeding with a strong force of Railw
Ross’ Peon, do you rccognize one of the prisoners as having been th

ay employeés to rescue Mr.

en and there captured ?
A.—1T recognize the first prisoner.

Takenon oath before me, this 5th day of March 1838.

(Signed) . G. SMITIH,

<Assistant Joint Magistrate.

Statzment of ANDREW DAVID ROSS, Engincer of the Madras Railw

On the evening ¢f the 3rd of March 1858, Captain Johnston, Mk,
foot the Engiueers’ Bungalow at Shoratoor for the purpose of lookine
way line to the west of the Bungalow, before leaving the Bungalow,?
carry my gun as [ thought that in returning we should probably see a
mile along the Railway and then returned by a diflerent road
‘ed before, as we were going along I told the Peon to keep clo
hand me the gun if a hare should cross our path,
than two yards behind me. We passeda Covil, we
after we had left the Covil about 50 yards,
I kirew to be a Namboory and whom on seeing again I could easily identify c
to take possession of my gun and Peon, | pushed away the Namboory and w
rounded by a crowd of Nairs, they headed by the Namboory tried to arr::st th

I assisted Lim in retaining it, after some little time I took the gun into my own | ;

best to defend the Peou from the blow and thrusts aimed at him, I had re};t :1‘;;. la;]d fmd dlfl ny
the gun 25 a number of pecple tried to pull it from me, 1 was rePeatcflz] . 11 llc{ll ;)’ In retaining
about, had my hat sometimes knocked off and sometimes over my eyes t}lYle I‘)OC fl:: . and pushed
from me was carried away. I ran towards the Bungalow to get heip ‘1 meteon o scparate'd
Peons Mahomed Saib and went back to the crowd to try and recover’ m i 0“; of Mr. Coe's
Saib asked the crowd for my Peon, a few of whom again headed by the {: 0“};\ eon, Mahomed
Mahomed Saib, knocked him down and were abusing y famboory n.‘Shed. upon
they left him, .after' this we all went to the Enginee::s Bungalow it beine t d (1)4 his assistance
t?o large and infuriated for us to attempt to rescue the onn  the &d?GIOO ar .and the erowd
o’clock, he was requested by Captain Johuston to goand I‘GCO\’e’r my l:eonb 1lary . armcﬂd about 8
?'eturned, saying that the Nairs refuse to give up the Peon, he further (’1 lle \l\ entaway and soon
influence over them to compel them to do ‘o, ) said he had not suflicient

he then gave a list
: of the perso J
give up the Peon, after that he went away being of no service to us persens who xefused o

ay Department,.
Coe and myself left on
at a portion of the Rail-
said 1 would let my Peon
hare.  We went about a
along which I have frequently pass-
s¢ to me in order that he‘might
he conscquently kept close to me not more
went along the road marked A. A, in the sketch,

I heard loud yells behind, immediately a man whom

ame up and tried
as immediately sur-
¢ gun from the Peon.

him, when on my going t

-

Q.—Are you. quite sure you gave them no provocation to proceed as they did ?
A.—T am quite certain we gave them none .
Q.—Do you recognizc any of the prisoners as taken part in the affray ?
4.—No I do not, but I recoon;
gnize the Ist and 2nd pris i
' 2 oners us being ] ’
caught yesterday as guard over the house where m ; 7 the o who ere

¥ Peon was in custody.
Taken on oath before me, this 5th day of March 1858 :

(Signed) 1. G. SMITIH,
Assistant Joint Maygistrate.

——— e

.Statement of Captain C, C. JOIINSTON of the Madras Engineers

o (I){n F}he third o.f March 1858, between the hours of G and 7 o'clock p. .;x. )Io;srs. Ross anc
]i:ﬁ;s Ialx);;;z)"leirﬁl}?:s;‘]s]:::;?yss]eif;::ere returning tc: ti}e Bu.ngalow occupied by Mr. Coe in the
leve g atoor, the only Native with us was a Peon of Mr. Ross, whe

was carrym.g his gun. Mr. Ross before leaving the Bungalow otserving that he would take hi.
{.gl;?.:s w'e might see a hare while passing along a public road us shown in the accompanying sketch
ide Sketch we were suddenly overtaken at a short distance beyond the Covil,? anc
surrounded by a number of Nairs headed as we subsequently ascertained by a man known a:
Par.acatzx Namboory (whom if shown me I should be able to identify) after yelling for a tim:
their numbers increased aud notwithstanding that we continued to walk quietly on, they proceed
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ed to assault us. Mr. Ross held his gun against numbers and showed the. gr'eatest .for.beara.nce
in not firing it as it appears to me the violence of the attack would hzfve Justlﬁe.d him in doing,
when at some distance from Mr. Coe’s Bungalow the Nairs succeeded in separating from. us Mr.
Ross’ Peon whom they severely illtreated, but owing to their numbers, ax.ld the darkness, it Woul’d
have been useless our attempting to rescue him, the Adighary <?f the village came to Mr. Coe's
Bungalow, late in the evening, when I desired him to go t? the v1}lage and asce:rtam whether hthe
Nairs would deliver Mr. Ross’ Peon to his custody. This on lu.s ret.urn he m.formed me they
declined to do and further stated that he had no meax}s of enforcing hl? authority. The.p}alper
marked A. contains the names of seven of the princ1pa_1 men of the v1llage when the Adighary
said refused to deliver up Mr. Ross’ Peon.

Q.—About how many do you think attacked you first 2

A.—About 50. ‘ :

Q.—To what number do you think they afterwards increased ?

A.—About 120, but others joined after, it was too dark to ‘see.. .

Q.—When you say they assaulted you, to what extent do you mean they did so ?

A.—They caught hold of my arms and tried to separate me from Mr. Ross.

Q.—Did you ‘see what they did to Messrs. Ross and Coe ? .

A.—They tried to take his gun from Mr. Ross and I conclude they struck him, as once d(;;
twice l;e lost his hat and they appeared to treat Mr. Coe with the same roughness as they
myself. ' .

’ Q.— Are you quite sure you gave them no provocation to proceed in the way they did ?

A.—We gave them not the slightest provocation.

Taken on oath before me, this 5th day of March 1858.

' (Signed) H. G. SMITH, .
Acting Joint Magistrale.

No. 103. ORDER THEREON, No. 341; dated 12th March 1858.

The Right Honorable the Governor in Council sees no occa.sion to oﬁgf arc}elward f(;rl tthz agl-l
rehension of the Namboory who is stated to have been the ring-leader in the }.;xssa . .}:ms
Messrs. Johnston, Coe and Ross. The Acting Joint Magistrate should act upoln the prov;sl
of Section XV, XVI, XVII, Regulation IX, 1816, issue Summons and Proclamation and on
non-appearance attach the property of the absentee. .

(Signed) T.PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.

Exd. F, Cartledge.
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