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No. 57. Read the following le

od by the Head Assistant Magistrats in a case ©

~-12gngqr_ch_'i’e'53.-

tter from T. J. KNOX, Esq,, Acting Magistrate of Masalipa-

tam; to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George,

dated Goodewadah, 22nd February 1858, No. 50.

S, ‘ , o : S
Para. 1. I have the honor to submit for the pernsal of Government, a decision lately pass-
f extortion by a Post Office Overseer.

.. 'q. The case has been dismissed, ‘but it revesls a ruls in the Post Office Department which
must operate inj}xrioualy.l X . = R ,

3. The Government will observe that an Overseer gets no pay whatsoever in any ‘month if
certain rates of travelling have not been maintained by the runners, but ashe must live, it ap-
pears to me inevitable that in those n.lonth.s he is mulcted of all his pay, he must and it is to be
expected that he should make the runners contribute for his subsistence at least, and the tenden--
cy of native officials to collect mqppy_”i‘l%gg‘t‘ll.j__dpg not reqmretl’xe m‘mu]a.nt nﬁorded by t}:e
gcmpour} poverty. this rule creates. . o

. Cass No. 7.of 1858, Mosulipatam, Head Assistant Magistrate's fils.
Complainanls. ST Defendant.
-1 Arza Ramaswmy., " Nursingabben, Tappal Overseer.
2 Yal_:_lyancatachellu;m. )
" 8 Conosani Ramasawmy.

4 Allum Ramdoo.
5 Sumgul N, - '
. Witnesses. IR i
Darlapurty Peda Soobbanah.
Conaculla Puttesaw. .. SR
SRR Charge.~Extortion.

\

et e et e

the Overseer, between Masulipatam and Ventapaulem, is charged with having

The defendent,
extorted from cach of the complainants the sum of 3 Rupees in all 18 Rupees, threatening them
with dismissal in the event of refuml, about 3 months ago, at Lutchmepoorum 2 village in the

. Sullapully Talook. _ _
The complainants are ail runners on the lins of Tappal, the 2 first at Lutchmepoorum, the
3rd and 4th at Yen_d;coodobr, and the 5th and 6th at Madacoodoor, the lst received the whole of

the money from the othersas follows.
He received 3 Rupees from the second.
- 6 Rupees from tho third for himself and the 4th.
6 Rupees from the fifth for himself and the 6th.
e the whole amount of 18 Rupees to the defendant.

_To this he added 3 Rupees, and gav
The 8rd and 5th complainants wers present at the time, besides ‘tho 2 witnesses.
These two witnesses were under & Raves tree about 3 yards from the Tappal station, and
saw the whole sum counted out by the 1st complainant into the defendant’s hand.

The defendant denies the charge brought against him, and says because he is strict with the

runners in preventing their c?ltin.ting, and in making them attend to no other employment, they
have brought the charge against him, with the view of getting him dismissed. He has not had

any pay since he received his September’s pay in arrears in October. He has been employed 11

months s Overscer and has only received G months’
hour in the wet weather and G miles in the hot weather, he forfeits his pay.

. In this case the chief testimony against -
must all act from interested motives, and have such facilities for making their evidence corres-
pond, I do not think it trust-worthy. - ' ' : A

pay- The runners failing to run'§ miles an

the defendant is thatof the complainants, but as they o
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Fort 'St. George, Judicial Consiltation, 12th March 1858,

for it is'not withia the limits of probabili-
ty that the defeadant would have rec-ivad s0 publicly a bribe from his subcy lirates, snd that too
- countel Rupee by Rupee, in a loud voice, by tho lst complainant. : ‘

The evidence of the witnessas is very improuable,

The cas2 is therefore dismissed. Ths position of a Tappal Orersecr is a curious one,
sent defeadant has not received one sinzl: Rupze of

the pre-
power of fining the runners and of dismissing th:m.

pay for the last 4 mently, they have the
And the runners have the power in their hauls,

of keeping the Overseor, ay in this case,
without his pay, for that seems to d:psad on their

(the runners) rats of ruawing, sad if they don't
run at tho rate of 5 miles an hour, the Oversser roceivas no pay.
Tho présent Overseer I thipk

should bs changed feom this line, for if he irnot, there is not
the least Joubt, but that he

will dismiss every ruun:r who has brought a comp'aint azainst him.
Th~ knowledge of this fact muit of itself induce the runners to strain evary nerve, to get
-this pressnt charge proved against the Oversecr. ’ :

"The peculiar position of the Overseers towards the runners has called for taese. remarks,

‘ (Trae Copy.) '
Masulipatam, 19th February 1858. ~ (Signed) T. CHASE,
- ‘ v . Head Assistant Magistrate,
. (True Copy.) R
R (Signed) T. J. KNOX,
) o deting Magistrate,
" No. 58.

| OrDER THEREON, No, 312 ; dated 8th March 1858. -
Resolved (hat a copy of the foregoing “letter, with its enclosure,”
Master General of this

be Turnished o the Post”
Presidency, and his attention called to para. 3. T

(Signed) T. PYCROFT, .

o : Chief Secratary.
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